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In Genesis 28:16, Jacob is 
fleeing from home to escape 
the revenge of his brother, 
Esau.  Esau is planning on kill-
ing Jacob.  Jacob had deceitfully 
taken Esau’s birthright and 
family blessing. While escap-
ing, Jacob spends the night in 
the wilderness.  During the 
night, Jacob had a dream and 
God spoke to Jacob.  When Ja-
cob woke up from his sleep, he 
thought, “Surely the Lord is in 
this place, and I was not 
aware.”  (Genesis 28:16)  Jacob 
in the wilderness, surrounded 
by trouble he brought on him-
self, his very secure future was 
no longer secure; certainly this 
was a forsaken place, but, not 
at all, the Lord was there. 

Forget the circumstances 
and the events, hear the truth 
of Jacob’s statement: “Surely 
the Lord is in this place, and I 
was not aware.”    In Isaiah 6:3, 
speaking about “the Lord Al-
mighty,” the Bible says, “the 
whole earth is filled with His 
glory.”  In Psalm 139:7-10, David 
writes, “Where can I go from 
your Spirit? Where can I flee 
from your presence? If I go up 
to the heavens, you are there; if 
I make my bed in the depths, 

you are there. If I rise on the 
wings of the dawn, if I settle on 
the far side of the sea, even 
there your hand will guide me, 
your right hand will hold me 
fast.”   All of these verses to-
gether tell us, 
wherever we are, 
God is there as 
well.  This means 
every place is a 
sacred place. 

Some try to 
divide the world 
into sacred and secular, but ac-
cording to these verses all the 
earth is sacred.  Every place we 
find ourselves is a place where 
the Lord is present, even if we 
are not aware.  Does this 
change the way I view my life?  
If God is present everywhere, 
does this change the im-
portance of each moment?  
Every place is a sacred place.  
Even broken places which are 
waiting to be restored (Romans 
8:18-22) are sacred places, be-
cause God is there. 

I feel a little odd, at times, 
when we invite God into a mo-
ment, a meeting, or a gather-
ing.  Maybe we need to ask God 
to invite us, because He is al-
ready there.  I get up in the 

morning and realize: while I 
was sleeping God kept things 
going just fine without me.  Do 
I now invite God to join me in 
my day, or do I ask God if I can 
join Him in what He is already 

doing?  When we 
go to work, go to 
school, visit some-
one in their home, 
visit someone who 
is sick, take a walk 
in the park or 
down the street, 

God is there.  I am living in His 
world, not the other way 
around. 

So, if you stop right now 
and look around . . .  God is 
present.  Were you aware that 
God was in this place?  The He-
brew writer reminds us that 
God has said, “Never will I leave 
you; never will I forsake you. So 
we can say with confidence, 
‘The Lord is my Helper; I will 
not be afraid.  What can man 
do to me?’ ” (Hebrews 13:5-6).  
God is in this place . . . 
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Care Ministry Birthdays 

 Margaret Sheets 

 September 25  
Please remember Margaret on 

her birthday with cards and 

visits. 

The Woodlands 

3820 W Jackson Street Rm. 34 

Muncie, IN 47304 

It’s All Sacred!           Bob Bell 

The church made and delivered 
goody bags for the teachers re-
turning to Highland Junior High School. Thank you for all who donated 
supplies and their time to make this project a success. 

“Surely the Lord is 

in this place, and I 

was not aware.” 

Genesis 28:16 
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One of the things I love the 
most about living in Indiana is 
that we get all four seasons.  I 
love the emotions that each sea-
son brings with it.  I love the ex-
citement that I feel with the com-
ing of each new season. 

I have been the Student Min-
ister here at Bethany for the last 5 
½ years and I can say with hones-
ty and confidence that it has been 
one of the best seasons in my life.  
I have seen students enter and 
graduate 
through the 
Student Minis-
try here.  I have 
made some of 
the best friends 
a guy and his 
family could 
ask for.  My 
family has 
grown, numeri-
cally and in 
many other 
ways, in this 
season from a 
family of two to 
a family of 
four.  We 
bought our first 
house.  We 
have had many 
ups and a few 
downs.  We 
have had fami-
lies and friends 
stand beside us, 
behind us, and 
in front of us to 
help pull us along, push us along 
and be there to encourage us and 
hold our hand through life.   

“Two are better than one, be-
cause they have a good return for 
their labor: if they fall down, they 
can help each other up.  But pity 
those who fall and have no one to 
help them up!  Also, if two lie down 
together, they will keep warm.  But 
how can one keep warm alone?  

Though one may be overpowered, 
two can defend themselves.  A cord 
of three strands is not quickly bro-
ken.”  Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 

“As iron sharpens iron, so one 
person sharpens another.” Prov-
erbs 27:17 

If it were not for those that 
were around me for these last 5 ½ 
years, I would not be where I am 
today.  Courtney and I would not 
be where we are today.  My family 
would not be where we are today.  

We have been 
truly blessed 
by those that 
have partnered 
with us in the 
Student Minis-
try here at 
Bethany these 
last 5 ½ years. 
I could speak 
for days about 
the things that 
I will never 
forget and the 
moments I will 
take with me 
forever.  The 
late night con-
versations on 
a High School 
trip to Hol-
land, MI when 
it was unsea-
sonably warm 
(and by unsea-
sonably warm, 
I mean I felt 
like we were 

standing on the sun) and the 
dorm we were in had no air con-
ditioning.  So to get some relief 
from the stickiness of the room, 
another youth coach and I snuck 
out of the dorm at 3 am because 
the sprinklers were watering the 
lawn and flowers.  So we ran 
through the sprinklers to cool off, 
even if just for a few minutes.   

(Continued on page 4) 

September Virtue 
Courage: Being brave enough 

to do what you should do, 

even when you’re afraid. 

 
& Memory Verse 

“When I’m afraid, I will 

trust in You.”  Psalm 56:3, 

NlrV 
 

                 Tim Fair 

 

Welcome  

Chris and Ariel Bell 

August 4, Chris Bell was 
confirmed by the congre-
gation to become the new 
Student Ministries Leader  

here at Bethany. 
 

Congratulations Chris!  
We are certainly looking 
forward to having you as 

part of the leadership. 
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Jumping off cliffs together 
with youth coaches and students.  
Sitting around many campfires 
sharing stories and life together.  
Watching students grow and 
make decisions on their own that 
break your heart.  
Watching stu-
dents grow and 
make decisions 
on their own that 
bring tears to 
your eyes because 
they look just like 
Jesus.  Baptizing 
students and be-
ing able to hug 
and cry with stu-
dents and youth 
coaches.   

The late 
nights on youth 
trips sitting 
around a table 
with coaches and 
students laughing until you cry 
because you are running on four 
hours of sleep for the last three 
days.  Staying up late to play card 
games with students.  Staying up 
late to play late night game of hide 
and seek.  Staying up late having 
conversations about life.  Having a 
yard full of students.  

I am forever grateful for this 

season of life. I am forever grateful 
for those that journeyed with us 
these last 5 ½ years.  We couldn’t 
have done this without you all.   

I cannot wait to see this next 
season of Student Ministry at 
Bethany begin.  I see an incredibly 

bright future in 
the Student Min-
istry and see a lot 
of students look-
ing more like Je-
sus as they jour-
ney through Stu-
dent Ministry. 
As mentioned 
before, one of the 
things I love 
about Indiana is 
the changing of 
the seasons.  This 
is a changing of 
the seasons for 
Courtney and I 
and our family.  
We are incredibly 

excited about this season for us 
here at Bethany.  We are excited 
to see what God has in store for 
us.  We are excited to continue in 
our friendship and relationships 
and to begin new friendships and 
relationships.  We are excited to 
continue to be a part of this com-
munity that is seeking after and 
following after Jesus.   

(Continued from page 3) 
July Statistics 
 July Offering Received 

 $61,130 

 Average Offering Per Week 

 $15,283 

 Percent of Monthly Budget 

 97% 

Year to Date 
 Budgeted Offering Needed 

 $473,365 

 Actual Offering Received 

 $462,283 

 Budgeted Weekly Offering Needed 

 $15,779 

 Actual Weekly Offering Received 

 $15,410 

 Offering deficit to budget 

 $11,082 

 Percent of Budget 

 98% 

 

2013 Faith Promise  
Funds sent to C.M.F. for support 

of the Kineman Family 
 

 July 

Individuals/Classes  $2,087 

Missions     1,100 

Total   $3,187 

 

 YTD 

Individuals/Classes  $17,434 

Missions       7,700 

Total   $25,134 

 

If you are interested in giving and would 

like envelopes, please contact the church 

office at 643.5713. We can also set up 

automatic withdrawal and bill pay. 


