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Can you remember what you were doing around this time 11 years ago?  I can.  I 
was getting ready to attend a conference (with Larry Marshall and David Coplin) that 
would change my life.  The conference wasn’t even about children’s ministry.  It had 
more to do with innovative thinking.  One of the evenings, after the day’s schedule 
was over, they invited attendees back for an evening event.  It showcased a special ser-
vice that they did in their children’s ministry area.  What made this program so differ-
ent was that it had the parents join their children for the service.  You have to remem-
ber that almost all churches separate families for the entire Sunday morning.  I had 
been struggling with that concept as I interviewed with Bethany for the Children’s 
Minister position.  Needless to say, what we witnessed that evening was an amazing 
presentation that forever altered my thinking of what could happen in the life of a 
church. 

Jump ahead through 11 years of trial and error, success and failure, critics and 
champions and arrive where we are in the fall of 2012.  Over that time frame, we have 
taken a run at this type of program for our parents and kids.  It was originally called 
“Station 12” and its claim to fame was a working fire truck named Frankie.  Two years 
ago, after a facelift, the program changed names and is now known as “L.I.F.E.Line.”   
But no matter what it is called or when or how often it meets, its foundational premise 
has never changed:  an opportunity for kids to worship, learn, and have fun WITH 
their parents or guardians right beside them.  Not that it is a kid’s event that parents 
have to endure, but  there is content for the parents as well.   

Why the waltz down memory lane?  I wanted to let you know some big news.  Af-
ter three months in the spring of “piloting” the L.I.F.E.Line experience on Sunday 
mornings, we are pleased to announce that L.I.F.E.Line will be landing in its new time 
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S 
tarting Sunday September 9th, what 
is preached in our adult worship will 
coincide with what is taught within 
our student ministries and children’s 

ministries.  The goal is to provide the opportuni-
ty for increased conversation, learning, under-
standing and application among families with 
children and students.  A unified approach has 
been desired and talked about for a number of 
years.  We are going to pilot this approach as we 
enter into this fall and winter. 

For those of you who do not have children or 
grandchildren in student ministries or children’s 
ministries, if we were not telling you what we 
are doing, you probably would not 
notice anything different.  Sermons 
will continue to be preached, wor-
ship will continue to happen, the 
content or approach is not going to 
be changed. 

The difference will be for those 
who have children or grandchildren 
in these areas.  The sermon text 
within worship and the lesson text 
for children and students will be the same.  
The focus for the month will coincide for all ages.  
The primary application, though focused to meet 
different ages and situations, will be the same.  
There will be a key verse used throughout the 
building to give direction to what we are study-
ing and doing. Within our worship service and 
preaching, we will also focus on one characteris-
tic/attribute of God which is at the heart of the 
truth and application. 

For example, in September, the key verse to 
give direction is 1 Peter 2:17, “Show proper respect 
to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, 
fear God, honor the king.”   The point of applica-
tion will be showing proper respect to everyone.  
The characteristic of God at the core of this 
teaching is God’s sovereignty.  God is over all, 
above all, and worthy of all honor.  Showing 
proper respect to everyone (1 Peter 2:17) is not 
only the right thing to do in obedience to a com-
mand of God, but showing proper respect to eve-
ryone also breaks our pride and trains us to live 
in right relationship to God, who is sovereign. 

In the Old Testament book of Judges, we are 
told of a primary reason for Israel’s 
downfall. After the Israelites had en-
tered the promised land, we are told 
in Judges 2:10-11, “After that whole 
generation had been gathered to 
their fathers, another generation 
grew up, who knew neither the Lord 
nor what he had done for Israel. 
Then the Israelites did evil in the 
eyes of the Lord and served the Baals 

[false gods].”  There is more to this than just 
studying the same Scriptures and learning the 
same truths at the same time; however, our hope 
is this unified approach opens the door for con-
versations to happen.  We want to try to build 
some bridges of conversation and discussion. 

Will we always do it this way?  We do not 
know; however, today we believe it is worth 
whatever additional effort is required to see if 
this approach will help build some bridges. 
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Women’s Bible Study:  Come along for a study through Genesis—the Book of Beginnings as we ex-
plore with Beth Moore such concepts as blessing, covenant, and promise.  Beginning Sunday, Septem-
ber 9, at 6:00, see how they affect our lives as New Testament believers.  For more information on The 
Patriarchs: encountering the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, plus an opportunity to sign up, 
call the church office. 
 
Divorce Care Support Ministry - Sunday Mornings Beginning Sept 9 @ 10:30.   Join us in the li-
brary for this 13-week video/discussion series.  Questions, contact Kent Stookey at the office, 643.5713.  

U p co m i n g  O pp o rt u n i t i e s  
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Bethany Christian Nursery School is currently accepting applications for  
enrollment in the Fall semester. Parent Orientation is Sept 5, and school begins 
Sept 6. Call the church office for more information, 643.5713. 

Student LifeGroups - Sunday Nights Beginning Sept 9. LifeGroups are a time where we are inten-
tional about striving to build relationships with the students.  This may look different for each Life-
Group, because the students are all on different levels and different parts of their journey toward Je-
sus.  During our LifeGroup times, groups will worship together, study scripture, serve together, and 
sometimes just hang out and spend time getting to know each other better. 

Volunteers from the congregation met in August to pack 
goody bags for the staff at Highland Jr. High. Thank you 
for your donations to this outreach.  

S e rv e  t h e  Wo r l d  

slot of 10:30 am on the first Sunday morning of each month.  Our children’s department leaders, from Kinder-
garteners through 6th grade, will take the kids to the Discovery Zone to  meet their parents for this time of fun 
and learning.  Since this is a once a month special time for the entire family, we ask that parents make arrange-
ments to be with their kids during L.I.F.E.Line.  If you are not going to be in the L.I.F.E.Line service, then please 
plan to have your children with you where you are in the building.  L.I.F.E.Line is not (and has never been) a 
“drop-off” experience.  However, if both parents find themselves serving in ministry responsibilities on a 
L.I.F.E.Line Sunday, they should make arrangements for their kid(s) to sit with another family. 

Our  mission here in Bethany’s children’s ministries areas is to “encourage and equip parents to become the 
primary spiritual influence in their childrens lives.”  We think L.I.F.E.Line is a vital part in accomplishing that 
mission.  We pray you will feel the same.  See you on September 9. 

           Larry Lipps 
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J u l y  S t a t i s t i c s :  
 

July Offering Received....…………………..………...……..... $66,394 

Average Offering per week………………...……….....……...$13,279 

Percent of Monthly Budget……………..….……………….…....…86% 

 

 
Y E A R - T O - D A T E :  

 
Budgeted offering needed…………...………………..…….  $476,789 

Actual y-t-d offering received………………………………..$471,478 

Budgeted weekly average offering needed………........ $15,380 

Actual weekly average offering received…...……........ $15,209 

Offering deficit to budget (year-to-date)….….………...($5,311) 

Percent of budget (year-to-date)...……………………..……..…99% 

 
 
 

2 0 1 2  F a i t h  P r o m i s e  G i v i n g  U p d a t e  
Total funds sent to C.M.F for support of the Kineman Family:

  

   July    YTD 

From Individuals:                 $2,354.00   $18,501.00 

From Missions:     1,100.00       7,700.00 

Total:   $3,454.00   $26,201.00 

 
 
 

 

If you are interested in giving and would like envelopes, please 

contact the church office at 643.5713.  We can also set up auto-

matic withdrawal and bill pay. 

On 7-29-12, Mark Pike challenged the congre-
gation to “adopt” an international student from 
Ball State.  Adopting a student would just in-
volve spending time with them: possibly invit-
ing them to your home for dinner, taking them 
out to eat, including them in your family get-
togethers, etc.   This allows the students to see 
what life in America is really like and also helps 
alleviate some of their home sickness. What an 
opportunity for God’s love to be shown 
through you!  If you would like to be a part of 
this ministry,  please contact Mark Pike at 
Christian Student Foundation, 289.7133 or 
mark@ballstatecampushouse.org. 

B a l l  S tat e  C a m p u s  H o u s e  


