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    Let us introduce Gabriel and Rachel Ohmes. Gabe is a 
2001 graduate of Saint Louis Christian College with a major 
in Bible, specialization in Music Ministry (cum laude).  He 
served an internship at the Harvester Christian Church in 
St. Charles, Missouri.  Most recently, he has served as Wor-
ship Minister at Copper Creek Christian Church, Maryville, 
Illinois, in the greater St. Louis area. Gabe served at Copper 
Creek Christian Church for 12 years.  Gabe and Rachel have 
three boys: Zachary (6), Jeffery (4), and Timothy (2). 
    On Sunday, September 12, Gabe will be presented to the 
congregation as the elders’ recommendation to fill the role 
of Worship Minister at Bethany.  In April, a search team 

was formed with the purpose of receiving and reviewing resumes, interviewing potential can-
didates, and presenting to the elders the individual they believed would best fill the role of 
Worship Minister.  Numerous resumes were received.  Three candidates rose to the top.  After 
a series of interviews and much prayer and discussion, the search team presented Gabriel Oh-
mes to the elders for their consideration.  After an opportunity to meet Gabe and Rachel and 
then interview them on Thursday evening, August 12, the elders determined to present Gabe 
to the congregation to be affirmed to fill the role of Worship Minister.  There will be a vote of 
affirmation on Sunday, September 12, after both morning services. 

Included as part of Gabe’s resume was the following “Theology and Philosophy of Worship 
Ministry.”  We thought we would share this with you to give you a glimpse of Gabe’s heart for 
ministry. 

Theology and Philosophy of Worship Ministry 
I believe that all of life should be lived with a worship quality before our audi-

ence of One (Colossians 3:17, 23).  This can never be limited to what happens on a 
particular day, time or place, but must be expressed through a lifetime of adora-
tion, submission, repentance, and thankfulness before the One who is the Crea-
tor of all and the Lover of our souls. 

True, Biblical worship is characterized by three theological tethers: 
1) it is God-centered (Acts 2:42-47; Revelation 19:10; I Chronicles 16:29; Psalm 95:6-7; 

Psalm 100:2; Matthew 4:10). 
2) it embraces all of life as an act of worship (Acts 2:42-47; Romans 12:1-2; I Corinthians 

6:19; Colossians 3:17, 23). 
3) it enthusiastically embraces the coming together of the Body of Christ in united expre-

sions of worship (Acts 2:42-47; Hebrews 10:24-25; Psalm 33:3, 40:3, 96:1, 149:1). 
Building upon the theological foundation described above, a corporate worship ministry 

must also facilitate worship before an audience of One.  I believe that we must be authentic in 
our purpose and transparent in our presentation. 

Because the foundational reference for our worship is timeless, we will worship with an ap-
preciation for the old and new while being sensitive and relevant to our culture.  I believe that 
we must remain open to a great diversity of forms and desire to obey the Biblical mandate to 
express corporate worship in new and fresh ways (e.g. Psalm 33:3).  I believe that in commu-
nity gatherings we must be diligent in our desire to encourage, assist and equip the Church 
for a lifestyle of worship. 

Because corporate worship is a communal experience, volunteer and non-professional (lay) 
participation should be encouraged whenever possible; corporate worship expressions cannot 
depend solely on one ‘lead worshiper.’ Due to the communal aspect of worship, I encourage 
the participation and use of multiple worship arts and groups.  

 
 



I 
 might be a little partial, but certainly all of 
you would agree that Bethany is an amaz-
ing church.  We are not perfect, not even 
close.  We have areas in which we need to 

grow.  We have our strengths and our weak-
nesses; however, this is still an amazing church! 
 Over the past several months, I have been part 
of the search team looking for a new worship 
minister.  This has provided ample opportunity 
to talk with people about Bethany.  In fact, it 
seems like this has happened before during simi-
lar situations.  I am reminded  of just how amaz-
ing you are as I have the opportunity to talk to 
people about Bethany, people who are asking 
questions like, “Tell me about the church.  How 
would you describe the people?  What would you 
say is the general level of commitment?”   It has 
caused me to stop and think about the people 
who are Bethany Christian Church. 
 I am constantly amazed at the number of peo-
ple who are actively living out their faith in very 
real ways. I received a phone call this morning 
from someone who has been keeping an eye on 
and helping a family in the hospital. They, along 
with several others in their Sunday School class, 
have been standing with this family who has 
found themselves in a difficult situation.  There is 
a group at the building today, too many to count 
all at once, who are painting, remodeling and 
getting an area ready for a revitalized ministry 
that will begin in our children’s ministry in just a 

few weeks.  Many of you have volunteered to 
help build a bridge and be peacemakers in our 
community by serving within our schools.  You 
serve in our community, you serve at the Chris-
tian Center, you help with Operation Love, you 
take care of your neighbors, you serve in a variety 
of ministries within the walls of this building, you 
encourage and support one another.  This is an 
amazing church! 
 At the conclusion of the elders meeting in Au-
gust, the elders met with an individual who is be-
ginning a new chapter in their life, a new oppor-
tunity to serve our community.  This person had 
asked if the elders would pray with them.  The 
elders sat, listened, asked questions, encouraged, 
and then gathered around the individual and 
prayed. From there the elders moved to a differ-
ent location to meet with a group of people in-
volved in an area of ministry to encourage and 
pray with them.  This is an amazing church. 
 I have appreciated the opportunities to talk to 
people about who we are as a church, who we are 
as followers of Jesus.  Yes, we have lots of work to 
do and areas we need to continue to shape more 
and more into the image of Jesus.  May our desire 
to reflect Christ continue to grow, challenge and 
stretch us.  But I tell you what, I am grateful to be 
part of this church.  I count it a blessing and 
privilege to serve alongside each of you.     
 Thanks!  
     Bob 

AN AMAZING CHURCH                                                                                        B Y  B O B  B E L L  

w w w. b e t h a n y w e b. o r g 

Missions News 
You are invited to join us on Sunday evening, September 12, at 
6:00 for “What I Did on My Summer Vacation.” We want to 
take an evening and celebrate what God has been doing 
through Bethany.  We had people of all ages who were literally 
all around the world, both near and far, serving in a variety of 
ways.  As with any opportunity to serve, the server often walks 
away from the experience a changed person.  Join us as we look 
at some pictures, tell some sto-
ries, learn some lessons, and 
express our thanks for what 
God is doing. 

Above: Volunteers  fill goody bags for the staff at Highland School this August. Right: Volun-
teers help at Operation Love, a ministry that provides physical and emotional relief to those in 
crisis in Madison County. 

http://www.bethanyweb.org


Have you noticed the excitement over in the 
Discovery Zone? It is the place where the ele-
mentary kids have their time of worship on Sun-
day mornings. Some have their Bible teaching 
time in there as well. It is also where we have 
held our Station 12 program over the last 8 years. 
So what kind of excitement you ask? There have 
been some set redesigns and some changes. Did 
it need it? Think about it like this:  if a child is 
ten years old, then the Discovery Zone has 
looked the same to them their entire life. Is that 
a problem? Probably not.  But think about all the 
other things that have changed in their lifetimes. 
Cell phones, televisions, computers, video 
games. None of those things look the same as 
they did eight years ago. Now please know that 
what we are talking about here is an environ-
ment, a place for them to be. We are not talking 
about what we do on Sunday mornings. We are 
just talking about a location. This isn’t a new 
idea. Teachers have always changed bulletins 
boards on a regular basis.  Maybe a room got a 
new coat of paint every few years. So “freshening 
up” a place is not an odd concept. It was just 
time for a new look. 

The bigger news is the name change. Our fam-
ily experience has been called Station 12 for the 
same eight years. With the changes, it was de-
cided a new name would also be appropriate. So, 
if you haven’t heard, the new name is 
L.I.F.E.line. The L.I.F.E. is the acrostic we use in 
all of our children’s ministry departments (L: 
Love every child, I: Involve families, F: Focus on 
the Word, E: Expect Change). The “line” in the 
new name is explained in the tagline:  “Aligning 
families with God”. We believe that the family 
must be the primary spiritual influence in their 
children’s lives. The church is here to help those 
families fulfill that role. 

So if you were not able to join us at the grand 

opening, we invite you and your family to join us 

on September 12th at 5:00 pm. It will be “Silly 

Bands” night, so your kids won’t want to miss 

that. And you might just have a great time too! 
w w w. b e t h a n y w e b. o r g 
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J U L Y  S T A T I S T I C S :  
 

July Offering Received.…..…………………..…………..…... $57,270.56 

Average Offering per week………………...……….....…. $154,317.64 

Percent of Monthly Budget……………..….……………….…….....… 98% 

 
 

Y E A R - T O - D A T E :  
 

Budgeted offering needed…………...………………...…… $437,311.00 

Actual y-t-d offering received……..……………...….….. $444,918.43 

Budgeted weekly average offering needed……...….... $14,577.03 

Actual weekly average offering per week…...……...... $14,830.61 

Surplus to budget (year-to-date)…………………….....…...$7,607.43 

Percent of budget (year-to-date)...………………………..…………102% 

 
 
 

2 0 1 0  F A I T H  P R O M I S E  G I V I N G  U P D A T E  
Total funds sent to C.M.F for support of the Kineman Family:

  

   July     YTD 

From Individuals:                 $1,942.00  $13,654.00 

From Missions:  $1,100.00  $  7,700.00 

Total:   $3,042.00  $21,354.00 

 
2 0 1 0  I M A G I N E  # 2  G I V I N G  U P D A T E  

Total given in 2010………………………...…………….......…… $18,936.20 

Total campaign gifts……………………………….………….… $246,458.33 

 
I M A G I N E  # 2  E X T E N S I O N  G I V I N G  U P D A T E  

July 2010……………………...…………….......……………………..… $5,252.80 

Total giving in 2010……………………………….……………..… $36,998.30 

Mortgage Balance $22,264 

If you are interested in giving and would like envelopes, please 

contact the church office at 643-5713.  We can also set up auto-

matic withdrawal and bill pay. 

Every year great food and fun come together for the 
church picnic in Beulah Park, Alexandria. 


