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SATURDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 22 
BETHANY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
 1920 NORTH RANGELINE ROAD 

5:00-7:00 pm 
Activities beginning at 5:00 will include a free hamburger and hot 
dog roast with all the trimmings.  There will also be tractor rides, 
bounce house, and bonfire with supplies for somores (all weather 

permitting!) Of course, don’t forget the dunk tank! 
Trunk-or-Treat will be at 6:15.  Have the kids come in cos- tume.  
Decorated vehicle trunks will be available with goodies to 

pass out. 
 

Come and be a part of this great free family evening. 

Please join us for the fall se-
ries of L.I.F.E.Line, our 
families together learning 
and laughing time.  We are 
returning to the "dinner 
theater" concept and meet-
ing on October 2 at 12:02, 
right after the 10:30 ser-
vice.  Bring the whole clan. 
L u n c h  w i l l  b e 
served.  Please RSVP to the 
church office @ 643-5713. 
We want to see you and the 
whole family then!  

Dinner Theatre 

October 2 at 12:02 

You don’t want to miss this - the first 

L.I.F.E.Line of the season, immediately  

following church. 

Call church to RSVP 643.5713. 



T 
he little book A Common Prayer: A 
Cartoonist talks to God, by Australian 
cartoonist Michael Leunig, is a collec-
tion of honest prayers and interesting 

sketches.  Many of the prayers, though short and 
seemingly simple, have a depth that causes me to 
stop and think and think and think.  Let me give 
you an example (without the cartoon) - “God help 
us change. To change ourselves and to change our 
world. To know the need for it. To deal with the 
pain of it. To feel the joy of it. To undertake the 
journey without understanding the destination. 
The art of gentle revolution. Amen.” 

That phrase “to undertake the 
journey without understanding the 
destination” caught my attention.  
That is a very good definition of 
faith: we follow Jesus, trusting Him 
to lead, though we do not know the 
details of our final destination.  That 
phrase is a very good definition of 
obedience: we do what God says or 
we do not do what God says not to 
do, not because it always makes 
sense or we always know why, but 
because God says so.  That phrase is 
a good definition of Christianity: we 
believe and we live based not on 
what we see, but on what we cannot 
see.  We undertake the journey 
without understanding the destina-
tion. 

That phrase also intrigued me 
because it hits at the heart of what makes us 
most uncomfortable - not knowing.  We want to 
know.  When we undertake the journey without 
understanding the details of the destination, we 
give up control.  We do not like it when we are 
not in control.  We want to know where we are 
going.  We want to have some idea of what the 
trip will entail.  We prefer to be aware of where it 
is going to end up.  We would like to have at least 
an estimate on when we will get there.  A map is 
good.  A trip-tick is better.  A GPS that not only 
lets us know where we are going, identifies every 
turn we are to take, routes us around construc-

tion, will make corrections if we goof, gives us 
the shortest and most direct path and verbally 
walks us through it is best! 

However, by the time we read the first few 
pages of the Bible and definitely as we continue 
on, we learn that though the destination is im-
portant, in some ways life is about the journey.  It 
is not just about getting there, but what type of 
person we have become along the way.  It is not 
just about arriving, but about the wonders of God 
we have discovered on the trip.  It is not just 

about being there, it is about all the people we 
encounter as we travel. 
Jesus said, “Follow me.”  The disci-
ples dropped their nets and fol-
lowed.  God told Abraham, “Leave 
your country, your people and your 
father's household and go to the land 
I will show you.”   Abraham left eve-
rything and started walking.  The 
Holy Spirit prevented Paul from 
traveling to Asia and in a dream in-
structed Paul to go to Macedonia.  
Paul “got ready at once to leave for 
Macedonia.”  Of those who follow 
God not knowing where they are 
going, who undertake the journey 
without understanding the destina-
tion, the Bible says in Hebrews 11:16, 
“Therefore God is not ashamed to be 
called their God.”   
When I read that simple prayer 
more thoroughly, I understand why 

it is a prayer.  This is not something I would 
choose to do or be able to do on my own, at least 
not to the degree God would challenge me.  I 
may be willing to stroll a little ways, and that 
might require some minor changes that I recog-
nize.  But to make the real changes, I think I need 
to pray: “God help [me] change. To change 
[myself] and to change [my] world. To know the 
need for it. To deal with the pain of it. To feel the 
joy of it. To undertake the journey without under-
standing the destination. The art of gentle revolu-
tion. Amen.”  Is this a prayer you need to pray 
too? 
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“It is not just about 

getting there, but 

what type of person 

we have become 

along the way. It is 

not just about 

arriving, but about 

the wonders of God 

we have discovered 

on the trip.” 
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Janis Wilson 

Paul Dick 

If you have been here recently for evening events, you may have seen the quiet lady 
in the baseball cap who is always busy working.  Janis (also answers to Jan) has 
joined our support staff as our new night custodian/lock-up person, working every 
Monday through Friday.  Janis is also called niece by Wilma Ewing and Patty Mur-
phy and cousin by Steve Ewing. 

The normal weekend lock-up duties (formerly done by the night custodian) have 
been split out and taken over by Paul.  He is also responsible for overseeing events 
that are approved for Saturday and Sunday afternoons and evenings.  This duty in-
cludes making sure the responsible persons have access to the area and equipment 
requested and being available to handle any potential problems.  Paul is also 
known as husband to Cindy.   

Have you ever started a new task or project around the house and realized that you did not have the 
correct tool?  You have plenty of tools, but this particular task needs one  that you just don't have?  That 
doesn't mean you are not capable or talented enough to do the job, you just need an additional tool to 
help you in your work.  It also doesn't mean that all your work to this point has been inferior.  In the 
same way, a parenting seminar is not for those who haven't got this parenting thing figured out.  It is 
just an opportunity to get some additional "tools" to use to continue this job we call child rear-
ing.  Please consider this great opportunity on October 15th right here in Anderson at Madison Park 
Church of God, 8:30a.m.-12:30p.m. For more information call the church office or visit the Atrium. 

Annual Church Picnic 
The annual all church picnic was held at 
Beulah Park in Alexandria, Indiana on 
August 28th. Great food and great times 
were had by all. Thank you for making 
this event a success year after year! 

Josh & Karen Wehlage  (Alisha) Laura Burger (Corbin & Rebecca) 
Lisa Delaplane (Brendon)    

Semi-Annual  
Child/Family Dedication 

There is no greater foundation for a child 
and their family than to be grounded in 
God’s Word.  On Sunday, September 18, 
these families made a commitment to ful-
fill God’s calling to bring up their children 
to know, love, and serve God.   
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If you’re 
new to 
Bethany or 
have some 

q u e s t i o n s , 
please join us for the First Step Luncheon on 
Sunday, October 23rd, immediately following 
the 10:30 worship service in the Fellowship 
Hall.  We’ll provide a light lunch and give a 
concise overview of who we are and what we’re 
all about.  The meal will begin at approxi-
mately 12:00, and we should wrap everything 
up by 1:00 (1:15 at the latest).  We’re looking 
forward to meeting you and becoming better 
acquainted! 

The Welcome 
to Bethany 
Class is a 6-
week class 
that dives into 
the nitty-
gritty of who 

we are, where we came from, what we believe, 
and what we're about.  The class will meet in 
the Commons Room from October 30th - De-
cember 4th during the 1st worship service, be-
ginning at 9:00.  You can sign up for the class 
at the Ministry Center, at bethanyweb.net, or 
call the church office, 643-5713. 
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A U G U S T  S T A T I S T I C S :  
 

August Offering Received.…..…………………..………….... $61,851.40 

Average Offering per week………………...……….....…….. $15,462.85 

Percent of Monthly Budget……………..….……………….……....… 103% 

 

 
Y E A R - T O - D A T E :  

 
Budgeted offering needed…………...………………..…….  $525,000.00 

Actual y-t-d offering received………………………………..$551,086.48 

Budgeted weekly average offering needed………........ $15,000.00 

Actual weekly average offering received…...……........ $15,745.33 

Offering surplus to budget (year-to-date)….……………$26,086.48 

Percent of budget (year-to-date)...………………………..…………105% 

 
 
 

2 0 1 1  F A I T H  P R O M I S E  G I V I N G  U P D A T E  
Total funds sent to C.M.F for support of the Kineman Family:

  

   August      YTD 

From Individuals:                 $2,782.00  $21,336.00 

From Missions:     1,100.00      8,800.00 

Total:   $3,882.00  $30,136.00 

 
 
 

 

If you are interested in giving and would like envelopes, please 

contact the church office at 643.5713.  We can also set up auto-

matic withdrawal and bill pay. 


