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You’re Invited! 
What:   FALL CELEBRATION 
When:   SATURDAY EVENING 
   OCTOBER 23 
   6:00-7:30 pm 
Where:  BETHANY CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

    1920 NORTH RANGELINE ROAD 

 
Activities beginning at 6:00 will include a free cook-out supper 

with all the trimmings, tractor rides, pumpkin decorating, 
dunk tank, and bonfire with supplies for s’mores.  

 
Trunk-or-Treat to follow.  Have kids come in costume.  Deco-
rated vehicle trunks will be available with goodies to pass out.  

 
All activities are weather permitting. Rain date is Sunday 

evening, October 24. 
If you are providing a trunk, please have it ready to go before 

6:00 pm. 

 
Please bring a canned vegetable for Operation Love Ministries 

 

Come and be a part of this great free 
family evening. 



T 
hey have to be among the most haunt-
ing words in the New Testament.  Cer-
tainly Jesus does not really mean what 
He says.  This must be an exaggeration 

to make a point.  Maybe it is conditional, not 
meant as a comprehensive statement for every 
situation.  Surely there is a spiritual loophole in 
there somewhere.   It’s in the Sermon on the 
Mount; the words of Jesus as recorded in Mat-
thew 6:14-15.  Jesus says, “For if you forgive men 
when they sin against you, your heavenly Father 
will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men 
their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.” 
 In the King James it says, “For if ye forgive men 
their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you: but if ye forgive not men their tres-
passes, neither will your Father forgive your tres-
passes.”  That does not help.  In the New Ameri-
can Standard it reads, “For if you forgive men for 
their transgressions, your heavenly Father will 
also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men, 
then your Father will not forgive your transgres-
sions.” Not much difference there either.  How 
about The Message?  “In prayer there is a connec-
tion between what God does and what you do. You 
can’t get forgiveness from God, for instance, with-
out also forgiving others. If you refuse to do your 
part, you cut yourself off from God’s part.”  That 
appears, at first, a little less direct, but it pretty 
much says the same thing. 
 Forgiveness is a primary subject in the Bible.  
Whether we are talking about the forgiveness 
God extends to us through Jesus or the forgive-
ness we are to extend to others, either way, for-
giveness covers a lot of Biblical territory.  In some 
way, outside the first two chapters in Genesis, 
forgiveness is woven into the fabric of every other 
page in the Bible.  If you look at the primary sym-
bols and sacraments within the church (the cross, 

communion, and baptism), all of them are di-
rectly connected to forgiveness.   “For if you for-
give men when they sin against you, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you. But if you do not for-
give men their sins, your Father will not forgive 
your sins.” 
 Throughout the month of October, we are go-
ing to spend some time on forgiveness.  We are 
going to study it, explore it, think about it, be 
confronted with it and, hopefully, practice it and 
embrace it.  Sunday morning sermons will be fo-
cused on forgiveness.  There will be opportunities 
for Life Groups (if they choose) to examine it.  
On two different Sunday evenings, we will be 
able to think about it as we are confronted with it 
through the eyes of those who lived through the 
Rwandan genocide in 1994.  On Sunday evening, 
October 3, we will be showing “Hotel Rwanda,” a 
full-length film which gives us some background 
of the Rwandan genocide through the story of a 
man who managed to save the lives of several in-
dividuals and families.  On Sunday evening, Oc-
tober 17, we will show “As We Forgive,” a wonder-
ful and compelling documentary which speaks of 
the difficult task of forgiving as those involved in 
carrying out the genocide were released back into 
their communities. 
 Jesus’ words in Matthew 6 speak to the heart of 
God and the heart of those who follow Christ.  
They are words of life, words of hope, words that 
set us free.  I want to encourage you to pray in 
preparation and throughout the month of Octo-
ber.  Begin now to ask God to uncover any bitter-
ness, hatred, or unforgiveness which might still 
remain within you.  Ask God to speak to you over 
the next several weeks and lead you further down 
the road of both seeking and extending forgive-
ness. 
 

            B Y  B O B  B E L L  

w w w. b e t h a n y w e b. o r g 

Sundays Evenings in October 
October 3:  “Hotel Rwanda” Join us in the Attic for the viewing of “Hotel Rwanda”. This full-length 
         film from 2004 centers around the genocide which took place in Rwanda, Africa in 1994 
         and one man’s efforts to save the lives of as many as possible. 
October 17: “As We Forgive” Join us in the Worship Center to view this excellent documentary which 
          speaks to the difficult task of forgiving, as those involved in carrying out the genocide 
          were re-leased back into their communities. 

http://www.bethanyweb.org
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Keenagers at Bethany: Involvement Opportunity  

 

Getting to know more about Keenagers. This group is open to anyone over 50.  We meet once a 
month for a meeting and speaker, followed by a pitch-in meal.  We also take a trip once a month, 
with a stop at a restaurant.  We do this March through December.  We want to invite any who 
are available on Wednesdays twice a month to join us.  Our meetings are at 9:30 am, with lunch 
at 11:30.  Our trips normally leave around 9:30 or so.  If you want to know more about Keenagers, 
see Kent. We would love to have you join us.  

Kristin Colson, daughter of John and Rhea Colson, attended Bethany 
until 1997 when she graduated from High School.  She is currently in-
volved in several creative areas.  As an artist, she creates with a vision 
of faith and a heart for humanity.  Speaking through her paintbrush, 
Kristin hopes to capture in an image what words simply cannot 
say.  She believes that art is not only expression but insight and wor-
ship as well.  Kristin received her Bachelor of Arts degree in Fine Arts/ Photography from 
Milligan College in 2001 and earned a Master of Arts degree in Art Therapy from Saint Mary-of-
the Woods College in 2006.  She performs art in worship services in her community, leads art 
therapy workshops, and has created art in China.  Kristin is part of a church plant in Johnson 
City, Tennessee where her creative expression is part of the church’s ministry.  She currently 
works as an art therapist in a residential treatment center for juvenile sex offenders, where 
through art she helps at-risk adolescents find purpose and beauty in life.  Kristin Colson resides 
in Jonesborough, Tennessee. 

Have you seen the Discovery Zone?  
Check out all of the great work that was completed this fall 
to give the room a makeover. Bring your families to enjoy 
the new shared family experience twice a month for L.I.F.E 
Line in the new Discovery Zone! Sunday evenings at 5:00 
pm.  Join us for the next L.I.F.E Line on Sunday October 10th 
for 80’s night.  We will enjoy 80’s music & entertainment! 

http://www.bethanyweb.org
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A U G U S T  S T A T I S T I C S :  
 

August Offering Received.…..…………………..……...…... $65,822.08 

Average Offering per week………………...……….....……. $13,164.42 

Percent of Monthly Budget……………..….……………….…….....… 90% 

 
 

Y E A R - T O - D A T E :  
 

Budgeted offering needed…………...………………...…… $510,190.00 

Actual y-t-d offering received……..……………...….….. $510,784.32 

Budgeted weekly average offering needed……...….... $14,576.92 

Actual weekly average offering per week…...……...... $14,593.84 

Surplus to budget (year-to-date)…………………….....……....$594.32 

Percent of budget (year-to-date)...………………………..…………100% 

 
 

2 0 1 0  F A I T H  P R O M I S E  G I V I N G  U P D A T E  
Total funds sent to C.M.F for support of the Kineman Family:

  

   August    YTD 

From Individuals:                 $1,982.00  $15,636.00 

From Missions:  $1,100.00  $  8,800.00 

Total:   $3,082.00  $24,436.00 

 
I M A G I N E  # 2  G I V I N G  U P D A T E  

Total given in 2010………………………...…………….......… $18,936.20 

Total campaign gifts……………………………….…….…… $246,458.33 

 
I M A G I N E  # 2  E X T E N S I O N  T O  P A Y  O F F  T H E  M O R T G A G E  
Total given in August 2010……..……...…………….......… $22,534.50 

Total given in 2010……………………………….……….……... $59,541.80 

Amount needed to pay off the mortgage………….….. $10,858.00 

 

If you are interested in giving and would like envelopes, please 

contact the church office at 643.5713.  We can also set up auto-

matic withdrawal and bill pay. 

Our blanket ministry has completed 131 blan-
kets for nursing homes, homeless and oth-
ers.  They are in dire need of some new leader-
ship to continue this ministry.  Nancy Johnson 
has been the leader, but must step down for 
health reasons.  If someone can help out, 
please let Kent know.  Thank you to all who 
have assisted with this ministry.   

Our mission focus for the next several weeks is 
Bridge Christian Church in Chattanooga, TN. 
This is a new church plant ready to launch on 
10/10/10 at 10am. Scottie Blackburn, who grew 
up at Bethany, is the community pastor for 
Bridge. Please keep Scottie, his wife Amanda, 
and the launch team in your prayers as they 
partner with God to reach out to the people in 
the area. 

Looking to volunteer? The technical team is in 
need of several individuals to help with light-
ing and recording during our worship services. 
Volunteers help out once every three to four 
Sundays during morning worship. You’ll be 
trained by a member of the technical team, so 
it is okay if you don’t have prior experience in 
these areas. Please contact Katrina Canfield at 
617.9412. 

CHANGE THE WORLD 


