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   This is Larry and Debbie Kineman’s 20th year in 
England bringing Christ to the unchurched 
through various avenues: church planting, going 
into the city to reach the lost “clubbers” through 
the ministry of GLOW (God’s Light On Worces-
ter), Bible studies, mentoring and teaching Eng-
lish to immigrants. 
   Faith Promise is an opportunity for you to make 
a one year commitment to support the Kinemans 
through prayer and finances. The financial com-
mitments are made over and above our giving to 
the church.  The gifts can be given weekly, 
monthly, quarterly, or annually.  Commitment 
cards will be available over the next few weeks.  
Please prayerfully consider joining us as we part-
ner with the Kinemans to change the world! 



I 
 want to do a study of 
the “alwayses” in the 
Bible.  (I do not know 
the actual plural of the 

word always.  I assume it is 
“alwayses.”) There are sever-
al.  Jesus said, “And surely I am 
with you always . . .”  
 (Matthew 28:20).  In speaking 
of love in 1 Corinthians 13, we 
are told in verse 6 that love 
“always protects, always trusts, 
always hopes, always perse-
veres.”  In 1 Peter 3:15, we are 
told to “always be prepared to 
give an answer to everyone who 
asks you to give the reason for 
the hope that you have.” 

Well, at least once, more 
often twice a week, I have the 
opportunity to be reminded of 
the “always” of Philippians 
4:4.  We often sing this along 
with the grandgirls when we 
pray before bed: “Rejoice in the 
Lord always. I will say it again: 
Rejoice!”   I know this verse is 
often questioned and people 
will say things like “when I hit 
my thumb with a hammer, re-
joicing is not my first re-
sponse.”  I would suggest you 
be more careful when using a 
hammer.  Regardless of the dis-

cussion as to whether “always” 
in this verse means always or 
not always, you would have to 
admit that, even if you do not 
include the hitting your thumb 
with a hammer times, there is 
still much more opportunity to 
rejoice than that of which we 
usually take advantage. 

Those times a person might 
question the feasibility of re-
joicing (hammer hitting) are 
few and far between.  We can 
not allow these seldom seen 
excuses to keep us from prac-
ticing this command the rest of 
the time – the majority of the 
time.  I think it is a mindset 
and a discipline, a practice 
which can transform us.  It is 
not a way of fooling ourselves 
or ignoring the difficulties, but 
it is a way to allow us to see the 
blessings of God which sur-
round us daily. 

I have found that, for many, 
worry robs us of the ability to 
rejoice.  Which, in fact, is part 
of the bigger message of Philip-
pians 4.  If we continue with 
the Holy Spirit’s instruction, He 
goes on to say, “Rejoice in the 
Lord always. I will say it again: 
Rejoice! Let your gentleness be 

evident to all. The Lord is near. 
Do not be anxious about any-
thing, but in everything, by 
prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your re-
quests to God. And the peace of 
God, which transcends all un-
derstanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.” (Philippians 4:4-7) 

Anxiety or worry about the 
future, whether it be the rest of 
the day, the end of the week, 
next month or next year, can 
hinder our desire to rejoice.  In 
the devotional “Jesus Calling,” 
Sarah Young writes, speaking 
on behalf of God, “Anxiety is 
the result of envisioning the 
future without Me.”   That 
takes us back to one of those 
other alwayses: “I am with you 
always.”   Possibly, the fact God 
will never leave us or forsake us 
(Hebrews 13:5-6) is at the root 
of our being able to rejoice in 
the Lord always. 
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Care Ministry Birthdays 
 
 Edie Bulen - 11/1 

3539 Village Drive 

Anderson, IN 46011 

 

 Francis Branigan - 11/20 
2317 E 7th Street 

Anderson, IN 46012 

“Always...”           Bob Bell 

   Operation Christmas Child 
ships shoeboxes filled with 
hope in the form of small gifts 
and supplies to needy children 
around the world.  Bethany 
Christian Church will again this 
year be participating in Opera-
tion Christmas Child.  Collec-
tion dates will be November 3-
24.  Please see the display in the 
Atrium. 
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A few weeks back, I men-
tioned Psalm 27 in a Sunday 
morning Worship Celebration.  
It begins: “The Lord is my light 
and my salvation – whom shall 
I fear?”  As I read that again, I 
couldn’t help but think that I 
am most often reminded of 
light’s importance when the 
electricity fails during the 
night, or a storm, and I am 
forced to stumble around in the 
dark.  It is only after I find a 
flashlight (or the bright face of 
a cell phone) that I can make 
my way through the house with 
greater confidence and certain-
ty than before.   

In a similar way, God is a 
light for those who turn to Him 
for guidance.  He illuminates 
our way and alerts us to poten-
tial dangers around us.  His 
light also reveals our shortcom-
ings and sins, so we may con-
fess and find forgiveness and 
peace.  As we draw nearer to 
God, His presence floods our 
souls, it dispels our doubts and 
fears, and we are emboldened 
with the realization that He is 
our Lord and Savior (1 John 1). 

In a power outage, though, I 
am rarely alone in the house.  
My boys and Rachel are also in 
need of light – if not for mobili-
ty, for the mere comfort of 
beating back the darkness.  In 
Matthew 5, Jesus reminds His 
followers: “You are the light of 
the world.”  We have been 
commissioned to share this 
light of salvation for the glory 
of God the Father and the in-
crease of His kingdom. 

Until December 21, 2013, 
daylight hours will shorten.  
This is a natural part of the 
rhythm of the seasons. As we 
enter into this season of in-
creasing hours of darkness, we 
will become more and more 
aware of the need for light in 
our lives.  So each time you flip 
a switch for light, remember 
that we need to allow God’s 
Light to illuminate our lives; 
then we must reflect this Light 
into the dark places of the 
world. Not so our goodness can 
be noticed, but so that God’s 
grace and forgiveness can be 
known. 

Praising Him (Psalm 34) 

November Virtue 
Wisdom: Finding out what you 

should do and doing it. 

 

& Memory Verse 
“Choose my teaching instead of 

silver. Choose knowledge rather 

than fine gold. Wisdom is worth 

more than rubies. Nothing you 

want can compare with her,”  

Proverbs 8:10-11 NIrV 

     Our Light       Gabe Ohmes 

Happenings around Bethany : 
Left: Student ministries members pose 
after a group scavenger hunt activity. 
Right: Mark & Patty Hahn, Traci 
Gossett, Bethany Rielage, & Tisha 
Schultz spent time at the Orange Tour 
last week. Pictured here with Reggie 
Joiner, speaker, author, & founder of 
Orange. They discussed  how to make 
the most of their time with kids.  
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September Statistics 
 September Offering Received 

 $72,624 

 Average Offering Per Week 

 $14,525 

 Percent of Monthly Budget 

 92% 

Year to Date 
 Budgeted Offering Needed 

 $615,375 

 Actual Offering Received 

 $597,340 

 Budgeted Weekly Offering Needed 

 $15,779 

 Actual Weekly Offering Received 

 $15,316 

 Offering deficit to budget 

 $18,034 

 Percent of Budget 

 97% 

 

2013 Faith Promise  
Funds sent to C.M.F. for support 

of the Kineman Family 
 

 September 

Individuals/Classes  $2,487 

Missions     1,100 

Total   $3,587 

 

 YTD 

Individuals/Classes  $22,023 

Missions       9,900 

Total   $31,923 

 

If you are interested in giving and would 

like envelopes, please contact the church 

office at 643.5713. We can also set up 

automatic withdrawal and bill pay. 


