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Faith Promise – November 4, 2012 
For those of you who have been around Bethany for some time, the phrase 

“Faith Promise” is hopefully very familiar and does not need any explanation. 
However, if you are new to Bethany or if you have not become familiar with 
the words “Faith Promise,” then hopefully this explanation will be helpful. 

Faith Promise is an opportunity for you to share in the work of Larry and 
Debbie Kineman by making a one-year financial commitment to their work in 
England.  Larry grew up at Bethany, and he and Debbie continued to be a part 
of Bethany as Larry served on staff here in Student Ministries for 15 years.  In 
1992, they made the decision to be church planters in England.  Our first Faith 
Promise was in 1991.  It is called a “faith promise” simply because it is a prom-
ise of support which we each make by faith. We do not know what the next 
year will hold. We do not know how our own finances will unfold over the 
next twelve months.  So, as we make a commitment, it is done in faith, believ-
ing God will supply what is needed for us to keep our commitment. 

It is an annual commitment, even 
though several from Bethany have re-
newed their commitment each year 
from the beginning.  Each year there 
are those who continue their commit-
ments, some who step out for a peri-
od of time, and some who join in as 
they make new commitments.  On 
Sunday, November 4th, you will have 
an opportunity to make a one-year commitment to the work of the Kinemans 
in England.  The commitment will be for the 2013 calendar year. There will be 
cards available on which you can indicate the amount of your commitment. 
This allows the Kinemans to be aware of the financial commitments as they 
begin a new year. Envelopes are available at the Welcome Center and Ministry 
Center for your convenience. Checks can be placed in the envelopes and then 
put in the Sunday offering plates.  You can divide your commitment weekly, 
monthly, quarterly or annually. 

Faith Promise is one way we stay connected to those serving as part of our 
church outside our community and around the world.  We also share finan-
cially in other ways; missions support is part of our annual budget, many indi-
viduals and families sponsor children, and some provide financial support to 
missionaries on their own.  Many stay connected to missions and missionaries 
through personal contact and prayer. 



W 
e call it “missions,” I think they 
just called it “church.”  We have a 
way of departmentalizing every-
thing we do.  This is true of life, 

work, finances, and most areas.  We tend to do this 
in church as well.  We have children’s ministries, 
student ministries, women’s ministries, men’s min-
istries, keenager ministries, local ministries, foreign 
ministries, and the list goes on. 

This departmentalizing is often helpful when it 
comes to organizing, budgeting, and working to be 
as efficient as possible.  Sometimes when we try to 
look at everything together, it is too big to try to get 
our minds around.  We may not be able to see the 
whole picture.  It would be easy for something to be 
missed or accidently overlooked. Dividing minis-
tries out and putting things in departments helps 
us give proper attention to each one. 

However, there is probably a downside as well.  
For example, when we departmentalize the way we 
look at the various ministries, they can be seen as 
separate entities instead of one body functioning 
together. When departmentalized, we might begin 
to compare one ministry with another and try to 
prioritize or rate ministries in regard to their per-
ceived value.  Ministries can be viewed as compet-
ing with one another instead of complementing 
one another, or individual parts instead of one 
complete whole. 

Over the years, I have watched as many churches 
struggle between what they do locally and what 
they do outside their community and in the world.  
One of the strengths of Bethany has always been 
the desire to give equal attention to local and glob-
al. What appears to be two different emphases are 
combined into one.  I believe the same is true in the 
early church.  I do not think they did something 

they called “missions,” I believe they were just be-
ing the church, the people of God.  As they lived 
out their faith, it was naturally expressed in how 
they shared their faith and cared for the people liv-
ing around them and how they shared their faith 
and cared for the people far away.  It was not 
“missions,” it was just “church.” 

I am grateful to be a part of a church which does 
not have divided interests.  I am grateful to be part 
of a church which does not just think locally or just 
thinks globally, but a church which thinks about 
Jesus and people. Not that we do not need to be 
reminded to think about the people living right 
around us - we do.  Not that we do not need to be 
reminded to think of people who live other places - 
we do.  But it is never an either/or, it is always a 
both/and. 

Throughout the month of October and as we en-
ter into November, we are purposefully working to 
reintroduce ourselves to some of our missions and 
missionaries who are serving in other places.  On 
November 4th, we will have our 21st Faith Promise in 
support of Larry and Debbie Kineman in England.  
We are fortunate to have the ICOM (International 
Conference on Missions) in Indianapolis this 
month.  All of this is not a separate “department” of 
a departmentalized faith, this is a reflection of a 
unified faith.  A heart which beats for God is a heart 
which loves Jesus and breaks for all people.  
Whether we exercise our faith as we reach across 
the street or around the world, our hearts will grow 
more and more like the heart of our Savior.  Jesus 
said, “A new command I give you: Love one another. 
As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 
By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if 
you love one another."   (John 13:34-35) 
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Worship Choir Trial Run  
First off, I am not talking about a race or exercise program.  I am talking about an opportunity for you to 

join the Bethany Christian Worship Choir for a limited time as we prepare for Christmas. 
Beginning Wednesday, November 7th, you are invited to join the Worship Choir at 6:30pm in the Choir 

Room (childcare is provided).  We will begin preparing for the choir-led worship services on December 
16th.  There will be listening CD’s for each voice and we’ll all begin learning the songs together. 

Don’t worry.  You won’t have to audition or perform any vocal acrobatics, in fact, you don’t even have to 
know how to read music!  All that is necessary is a heart ready to worship our Everlasting God. 

If you have further questions, please contact me at 765.610.5108. I look forward to seeing you and the 
many other new faces this coming Wednesday!                           Praising Him (Psalm 33), Gabriel Ohmes 

http://www.bethanyweb.net
tel:765.610.5108
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We’ve all seen it.  That couple that looks to be 
in their sixties or seventies and just seem to be 
completely consumed by each other’s love.  They 
seem to be more in love as the years have gone by.  
They are more in love in their sixties and seventies 
than when they were in their twenties. 

What is it about their marriage that inspires me 
or makes me want to love my wife better?  Maybe 
it’s because so many things in this world seem to be 
falling apart or dying.  Maybe it’s because so much 
of what is going on around us is shattered and bro-
ken.  But when something isn’t falling apart or dy-
ing, it’s growing; it’s not losing life, but gaining life. 

In Genesis 2:24, it says “For this reason a man 
will leave his father and mother and be united to 
his wife, and they will become one flesh.”  The 
word there for one in Hebrew is echad. 

Echad is oneness made up of several parts or 
members.  The man and woman are two separate 
people, two independent beings, but when they 
come together, they’re one.   

One of the most well-known passages in Scrip-
ture in Jewish history is found in Deuteronomy 6:4, 
“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.”  

The Lord is one.  The Lord is echad.  It is the same 
word as the “one flesh” found in Genesis 2. 

The Bible affirms that there is one God.  Not 
many, but one.  This is central in the Scriptures: 
there is only one God.  A marriage between a man 
and woman has something to do with who God is,  
what God is like.  Adam and Eve are one as God is 
one.  It’s the same word.   

The marriage between a man and a woman is 
about something so much bigger than the relation-
ship between that man and woman.  It points be-
yond themselves to somebody else . . . to God. 

The point of marriage isn’t just marriage.  It’s a 
picture, a display, a window into something bigger.  

Our world is broken.  It isn’t one.  It’s shattered, 
fractured, and pieces are all over the floor from this 
brokenness.   

A marriage. Your story. Our story. Those of us 
who say we follow Jesus, our story is to counter all 
of this.  We are not to add to the brokenness, but 
to counter it, to add to the oneness of God.  We are 
to give a glimpse of hope, a display of what God is 
like, a bit of echad in the world.   

     So love well. 

ICOM 2012 
International Conference on Missions 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
November 15-18, 2012 

 
We are fortunate to have the International Conference on Missions (formerly the National Mission-

ary Convention) in Indianapolis this year.  ICON is not just for missionaries, but for all of us.  The con-
ference provides an opportunity to worship and to be challenged, educated, encouraged, and informed.  
The theme for this year’s conference is “Radical . . . Again.” 

We are taking vans for the Thursday evening opening Main Session.  You can sign up at the Ministry 
Center. Jeff Vines will be speaking Thursday night. Jeff is currently the preaching minister at Christ’s 
Church in the Valley, in San Dimas, California.  Our connection with Jeff is through Jill Shaw and her 
work in New Zealand.  Jeff was the preaching minister/lead church planter as Jill first served in New 
Zealand. 

Throughout the four days of the conference there will be main sessions, workshops, exhibits and 
other opportunities. Copies of the schedule are available at the Ministry Center.  Bethany has registered 
as a church, so your registration fee has been covered.  There is a $3.00 charge for your name tag which 
identifies you as a registered participant. 

                     B y  Ti m  Fa i r  
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S e p t e m b e r  S t a t i s t i c s :  

 

September Offering Received....…………………...…….... $57,601 

Average Offering per week………………...……….....…….. $11,520 

Percent of Monthly Budget……………..….……………….…....…75% 

 
 

 
Y E A R - T O - D A T E :  

 
Budgeted offering needed…………...………………..…….  $615,213 

Actual y-t-d offering received………………………………..$584,252 

Budgeted weekly average offering needed………........ $15,380 

Actual weekly average offering received…...……........ $14,606 

Offering deficit to budget (year-to-date)….…………..…$30,961 

Percent of budget (year-to-date)...……………………..……...…95% 

 
 
 
 

2 0 1 2  F a i t h  P r o m i s e  G i v i n g  U p d a t e  
Total funds sent to C.M.F for support of the Kineman Fami-

ly:  

   September     YTD 

From Individuals:                 $3,322.00   $23,945.00 

From Missions:     1,100.00       9,900.00 

Total:   $4,422.00   $33,845.00 

 
 
 

 

If you are interested in giving and would like envelopes, 

please contact the church office at 643.5713.  We can also 

set up automatic withdrawal and bill pay. 

Operation Love is sponsoring  Satisfy the 
Hunger—Nourish the Soul Christmas Pro-
ject this year.  We can be involved in several 
ways: 
 

1.  We can donate to Christmas baskets, with food for a 
meal, gift cards for meat, food and snacks, socks, toilet-
ries, toys, paper products, books, etc. 

2.  Adopt a family.  Groups can provide a Christmas meal, 
other urgent needs and presents.  You can be as involved 
as you want with a family. 

3. Bethany has been asked to provide instant potatoes and 
gravy (can or jar).  They hope to serve 125 families.  Also 
money donations are needed for meat and other needs. 

We hope individuals and classes/groups will take on one or 
more of these needs.  See Kent for more info.  Baskets will 
be at the Ministry Center starting November 4.  Thank you 
for sharing and God bless each one of you who help make 
Christmas a little better for those of our community who 
have needs.  

Beginning October 28, materials for 
Operation Christmas Child will be available 
at the display table in the atrium.  If you 
should need any materials such as GO 
BOXES, plastic boxes (still 5 available) or 

brochures, prior to October 28, please contact Bonnie 
Carpenter (643.6295).  Collection dates will be November 
4th, 11th and 18th.  If, instead of preparing a shoebox, you 
would like to help with postage for boxes that some of our 
elementary-age classes are preparing, contact Bonnie or the 
church office.   

A Ministry Forum is scheduled for Tuesday 
evening, November 27th, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Fireside Room.  Don’t forget to mark this date 
on your calendar! 


