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Volunteers and Donations 
Needed! 

 
Please see the display in the Atrium if 
you would like to be a part of the VBS 
team this year, or volunteers can sign 
up on the website: http://
www.vacationbibleschool.com/
bethanychristian (Child registration 
is available on this site, too!) 

 
Also, visit the Atrium dis-
play to see how you can 
be a special part of VBS 
by donating  some of the 
objects which will be 
needed.  All help is deep-
ly appreciated! 

Rainbow  

Christian Camp  

 Flyers are now availa-

ble at the Ministry Cen-

ter and the Children’s 

Welcome Center. Don’t 

forget to call the 

church office for the 

camp code. For more 

info visit the office or 

http://

www.rainbowcamp.org/

summer-camp/  

http://www.vacationbibleschool.com/bethanychristian
http://www.vacationbibleschool.com/bethanychristian
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I 
 enjoy some of the humor in the Bible.  Not 
necessarily the “ha-ha” kind of humor, 
though there is some “ha-ha” kind of humor 
in there.  I am referring to the events which 

take place or the things people say which are so 
true to life I have to laugh.  Some of the state-
ments people make, if they are allowed to look 
back, would have to cause them to think “Did I 
really say that?” 

For example, in 1 Kings 18, Elijah has a stand-
off with the prophets of Baal on top of Mount 
Carmel. Needless to say, the false god, Baal, re-
mains silent and does nothing, regardless of how 
hard the prophets cry out to get his attention. 
The One True God responds to Elijah’s re-
quest. The people bow before the 
God of Elijah.  Elijah commands that 
all the prophets of Baal be put to 
death with the sword; a legendary 
showdown which will be portrayed 
in church camps on Bible drama 
night for centuries to come. 

Now, it would seem Elijah would 
be pretty thrilled with the outcome.  
He asked for God to send fire and 
consume the sacrifice on the altar which had 
been drenched with water, and God responded.  
Elijah commanded the prophets to be killed, and 
they are executed.  The problem is, the prophets 
of Baal worked for the evil King Ahab and his less 
than ideal queen, Jezebel. (Yes, she is the original 
“Jezebel.”) Jezebel is not too pleased and sends 
word to Elijah that “by this time tomorrow” Elijah 
will suffer the same end as the prophets of Baal. 

Are you wondering where the funny part 
comes in?  Remember, it’s not “ha-ha” funny, it’s 
just one of the things people say which really 
makes no sense.  After Jezebel’s threat in 1 Kings 
19:1-2, “Elijah was afraid and ran for his 
life.” (19:3) He goes a day’s journey into the de-
sert, sits down under a broom tree and he 

“prayed that he might die.”  Did you catch that?  
He runs for his life because Jezebel is going to kill 
him, and, once he gets out of her reach, he then 
prays that he would die.  Is it just me or does that 
sound a little funny? 

It appears Elijah really did not know what he 
wanted, other than he knew he did not want 
what he had.  When I think about it in those 
terms, it is funny all over again.  Right, not the 
“ha-ha” kind of funny; however, it does cause me 
to laugh at myself.  How often do we (or maybe I 
should just say I) . . .  How often do I not really 
know what I want?  I know I do not want what I 
have, but I really cannot identify what it is I do 

want. I think I know, but when I really think 
about it, the new option I have cre-
ated really is not all that great either; 
it has its own set of problems. 
So, what hope do Elijah and I have?  
(Feel free to make me feel better by 
including yourself, if you would 
like.)  Well, if I keep reading and Eli-
jah keeps going, God does not let 
Elijah be killed, nor does God answer 
his prayer and put him to death.  

God does not give Elijah what he asks for or 
what the world tries to give to him.  Instead, God 
just stays right there with him until Elijah is 
thinking somewhat clearly again.  God provides 
Elijah with something to eat and a nap; which I 
find to be wonderful gifts God gives to all of us, 
but we sometimes refuse to take advantage of 
them. 

I guess, for me, the take-away from this event 
in Elijah’s life is I do not have to be afraid of say-
ing something to God or praying something to 
God which I might later regret.  God understands 
our hearts, our weaknesses, our frailty and the 
funny (not “ha-ha” funny) things we say, and in-
stead of doing what we ask, He cares for us in-
stead.  What a wonderful God! 

W h e n  w e  D o  N o t  k n o w  W h a t  W e  R e a l l y  W a n t          B y  B o b  B e l l  

www.bethanyweb.net 

Baby/Family Dedication:  We will have a Baby/Family Dedica-
tion on May 12 during both morning services.  If you would like to 
participate in one or both services, please contact the church office 
by May 8 at 643.5713. 

“How often 

 do I not really 

know what I 

want?” 

http://www.bethanyweb.net
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As I write this article, I am full of emotion.  I 
write these words on April 15th- the day of the 
Boston Marathon bombing, the day in which sev-
eral Bethany families said earthly goodbyes to 
close loved ones, the day that marked the fifth 
week of the Kermit Gosnell trial.  I am a mixture 
of rage, of fear, of pain, of disbelief. 

I am angry that injustice has such a hold on 
this world and that those imposing the wrong are 
seemingly seldom brought to light, much less to 
justice itself.  I am fearful that my three boys will 
have much less time living in childhood inno-
cence, that their generation will be thrust into 
making hard choices and decisions MUCH 
younger than was required of me.  I am heartbro-
ken as I hear of runners and spectators – mostly 
families and children – injured at the hands of 
uncaring and malicious individuals; as I look into 
the eyes of church family – mostly family and 
children – grieving the loss of a parent, a grand-
mother, a sister, a friend; as I read of the atroci-
ties performed   – mostly on families and children 
– under the masquerade of healthcare. I am 
shocked as I watch news reports that rumor of 
plots and schemes from an unknown enemy, ei-
ther next door or across the globe. 

How can God allow these things to continue?  
Does He not see the evil, the pain, the injustice 
that plagues creation? 

These questions have been asked before by 
another Worship Leader, Asaph.  Asaph was put 
in charge of music before the Ark of the Covenant 
(at King David’s request) and wrote 12 of the 
Psalms.  Asaph saw the same brutality and injus-
tice in his day that we see in ours, and his prayer 
is recorded in the 73rd Psalm.  Asaph ventured to 

be honest enough to admit his doubt and the ten-
sion he felt in his walk with God.  

His journey – and ours – is summed up in 
verses 16-17: “When I tried to understand all this, 
it troubled me deeply till I entered the sanctu-
ary of God; then I understood their final destiny.” 
Asaph reminds himself – and us – that God will 
see to the injustice, He will heal the pain, He will 
calm the fears; and God, Himself, will be our ref-
uge.   

Three things snatch me back from despair and 
grief. First, Sunday’s coming – a time when the 
craziness of life gets put into perspective by com-
munal worship.  Life doesn’t change when we 
walk in the doors on Sunday morning, but our 
viewpoint and perspective gets corrected in the 
prayerful, supportive atmosphere. Second, Some-
day’s coming – when the wrongs will be righted, 
creation will be renewed, and there will be no 
more tears, no more death, no more enemies.  We 
do not live there yet, but we look to that day with 
hope and eagerness. Third, My-day is now – 
Asaph’s last line gives us something to do NOW: 
tell of all God’s deeds! We tell and retell of God’s 
deeds to strengthen our faith, to remind us that 
He is dependable, to embolden each other to re-
main steadfast and true. 

We each need a place of refuge and hope in a 
world that seems to be out of control.  Let’s meet 
together on Sundays to remind each other of all 
God’s deeds, to support each other when trials 
knock us down, and to look forward to the day 
when peace and love will reign eternal. 

   Praising Him (Psalm 34), 
    Gabriel Ohmes 

W h a t  d o  I  d o ?         B y  G a b r i e l  O h m e s  

If you’re new to Bethany or have some questions, please join us for the 
First Step Luncheon on Sunday, May 5th, immediately following the 
10:30 worship service in the Fellowship Hall.  We’ll provide a light 
lunch and give a concise overview of who we are and what we’re all 
about.  The meal will begin at approximately 12:00, and we should wrap 

everything up by 1:00 (1:15 at the latest).  You can sign up at the Ministry 
Center, at http://bethanyweb.net/resources/sign-ups/ or call the church office, 643-5713. We’re looking forward 
to meeting you and becoming better acquainted! 

http://www.bethanyweb.net
http://bethanyweb.net/resources/sign-ups/
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M a r c h  S t a t i s t i c s :  
 

March Offering Received....…………………..………...…….…..$86,108 

Average Offering per week………………...……….....………... $17,222 

Percent of Monthly Budget……………..….………………..……...…112% 

 

 
Y E A R - T O - D A T E :  

 
Budgeted offering needed y-t-d………...………………..….$205,125 

Actual offering received y-t-d …………………………..….…$198,477 

Budgeted weekly average offering needed………......... $15,779 

Actual weekly average offering received…...…..…........$15,267 

Offering deficit to budget y-t-d….………………..………....($6,648) 

Percent of budget y-t-d…………………....……………….……..……97% 

 
 
 

2 0 1 3  F a i t h  P r o m i s e  G i v i n g  U p d a t e  
Total funds sent to C.M.F for support of the Kineman Family:

  

        March                YTD 

From Individuals:                 $3,527.00     $8,391.00 

From Missions:     1,100.00       3,300.00 

Total:   $4,627.00   $11,691.00 

 
 
 

 

If you are interested in giving and would like envelopes, please 

contact the church office at 643.5713.  We can also set up auto-

matic withdrawal and bill pay. 

The Welcome to Bethany 
Class is a 6-week class that 
dives into the nitty-gritty of 
who we are, where we came 
from, what we believe, and 

what we're about.  The class will meet in the 
Commons Room from June 2nd – July 7th dur-
ing the 1st worship service, beginning at 9:00.  
You can sign up for the class at the Ministry 
Center, at http://bethanyweb.net/resources/sign-ups/ or 
call the church office, 643-5713. 

Mayor Kevin Smith visited the Keenagers at 
Bethany in March to speak about the proposed 
annexation and reservoir plans in Anderson.  

K e e n a g e r s  H o s t  M a y o r  

http://bethanyweb.net/resources/sign-ups/

