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The next L.I.F.E. Line Sunday will be May 6 at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Discovery Zone.  Parents of children ages K thru 6th grade, 
please remember that this is a family event.  
       Come join us with your children! 

Save the Date:   July 8 - July 12 

We’re thinking ahead. VBX will be happening here this 
summer from Sunday, July 8 through Thursday, July 12.  
Start planning on where you would like to serve during 
this great time of interacting and teaching our young 
children.  Hint:  Dust off your tropical adventure attire! 



G 
rowing up in Ohio, my dad and I 
would often make the pilgrimage to 
Indianapolis for the opening day of 
qualifications.  Those were the days 

when the grandstands were packed, the infield 
was full, the pageantry was only topped by race 
day itself. To get a good seat, you arrived early, 
stood in line for hours and then ran to secure 
your favorite location.  We liked turn one or turn 
four. 

As a young boy, Indianapolis seemed like the 
other side of the world. Dad would drive and I 
would sleep. Our cooler was packed the night be-
fore with sandwiches, cans of pop, and enough 
snacks to last the entire day. (I come from a long 
line of snackers.) 

I became familiar with names like A.J. Foyt, 
Mario Andretti, Al Unser, Bobby Unser, Johnny 
Rutherford, and many more.  We were there the 
day Art Pollard fatally crashed in turn one.  We 
could tell by the silence that something terrible 
had taken place. 

To be honest, we seldom saw a car run 
around the track. I learned early in life that it 
might not always snow in December for a white 
Christmas, but it always rained on opening day in 
Indianapolis. Some days the only fast cars we en-
countered were on the oval in Indy called “I-465.”  
Was it the 500 that caused the cars on I-465 to 
drive like they were racing or are all “Hoosiers” 
just crazy? (Later, when I married a Hoosier and 
then moved there myself, I found my answer to 
that question.) The roar of the “jet engines” used 
to dry the track was a much more familiar sound 
in those days than the whine of the race cars 
moving around the track. 

 

What made those trips memorable, important 
and significant was not the speed of the cars or 
the occasional, but rare, opportunity to actually 
see a car qualify. What made them memorable 
was the journey, the experience, and the stories.  
Few stories about fast cars, mostly stories involv-
ing sights you saw in the grandstands or the in-
field as you sat for hours waiting for a break in 
the clouds that never came. Stories. Life. 

I have found, or am finding, that most days, 
weeks, months, years or seasons of life do not 
end up exactly as I think they will. I am expecting 
parades, fast cars, historic events, new records 
and plenty of sunshine. My cooler is packed, my 
day is planned, my snacks are ready . . . and it 
rains. 

Dad was the one who usually turned my at-
tention away from the plan to notice what was 
taking place around us: a pyramid of beer cans 
stacked so high the builders had to get on each 
other’s shoulders, a game of mud football in the 
infield in which you could not distinguish one 
person from the other, or the guy who sat a cou-
ple rows in front of us who I am sure consumed 
132 pieces of fried chicken before most of us had 
even started our lunch. 

Jesus said, “Consider the lilies . . . look at the 
birds.”  Jesus held up a mustard seed, He stood 
beside a tomb and wept, He fixed breakfast for 
the disciples over a fire on the beach, He took lit-
tle children in His arms.  I wonder if the disciples 
were expecting something a little faster, a little 
bigger, a little more spectacular? May we not 
miss the life God has placed right around us as 
we are looking for something else. May we un-
derstand that the joy of the journey is found in 
the stories unfolding right in front of us. 

           B y  B o b  B e l l  
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Mark you calendar for the Bethany 
Christian Nursery School  

Graduation: Thursday, May 17th in 
the Worship Center at 6:00 p.m. 

 

We are now accepting applications for  
enrollment in the Fall semester. 
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James 1:27 “ Religion that God our Father accepts 
as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans 
and widows in their distress and to keep oneself 
from being polluted by the world.” 
Matthew 5:42  “Give to the one who asks you, and 
do not turn away from the one who wants to bor-
row from you.” 
Matthew 6:3-4  “But when you give to the needy, 
do not let your left hand know what your right 
hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in se-
cret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in 
secret, will reward you.” 
Matthew 25:35-40  “For I was hungry and you gave 
me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed 
me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in 
prison and you came to visit me.' 37 "Then the 
righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see 
you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 
something to drink? 38 When did we see you a 
stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and 
clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in pris-
on and go to visit you?' 40 "The King will reply, 'I 
tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'“ 
 Above are a few of the verses that we find in 
the Bible about dealing with the needy.  God com-
mands us to care for the widow, the orphan, the 
hungry and hurting.  We have the privilege to help 
those in need from all that God has blessed 
us.  We have more than enough to reach out and 
assist others.  We are not to assume  that all we 
own is ours. Instead we need to think or ourselves 

as stewards of God's riches.  We are to distribute 
earthly goods to those who need them.  If I have 
abundance, I can share with those who have too 
little.  That is what Christian community is 
about.  We are to care for each other.  This is not 
just within the church, but to those who are in our 
community who are in need.  That is why we sup-
port agencies like Operation Love and Christian 
Center.  We are sharing what we have with those 
who have less.   
 During the month of May, we want to share 
with those in our community who are in 
need.  Operation Love is asking the area churches 
to collect money to help the hurting.  Maybe it 
could be the money from one meal that is donat-
ed.  Maybe you could set aside a little each day and 
give it at the end of May.  Bethany supports Oper-
ation Love because they are doing the work of car-
ing for our needy in the community.  Be thinking 
of what God will lay on your heart to give to those 
who do not have enough.  Operation Love pro-
vides not only food, but also medicine, housing, 
furniture and other help to those who come 
in.  We can be the arms and legs of this agency, 
but helping to support and underwrite the cost of 
doing this ministry.  I hope we will all be generous, 
since we have been so richly blessed. 
 Please partner with us as we partner with 
Operation Love, to help ease the burden on the 
widows, orphans and needy of our city. 
  God bless,   
  Kent 

  
 We would like to introduce you to Cindy Blake.  Cindy started as Bethany’s 
Business Manager on April 17th. She has past experience serving in the capacity of 
Business Manager at South Meridian Church of God, Business Administrator for In-
diana Ministries (Church of God), bookkeeper, owner of her own shop, medical staff 
coordinator, and physician recruiter. Cindy has been married to her husband, Bob, 
for forty-three years.  (Yes, we now have another Bob & Cindy in the “family”!)  They 
have two daughters, Lynda and Sarah; two grandchildren, Harmony and Blake; four 
granddogs, and four grandcats. 

 When you get to know Cindy, you will appreciate her sense of humor.  She says she can’t swim, 
whistle or snap her fingers, but she can read Braille!  Some of Cindy’s interests are playing the piano, 
genealogy and word games.  I also heard she is called the “Scrabble Queen.” We look forward to having 
this delightful lady around the office, and we feel blessed to have her as part of the team here at Betha-
ny! 

          B y  K e n t  S t o o k e y  
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M a r c h  S t a t i s t i c s :  
 

March Offering Received....…………………..…………….... $72,426.09 

Average Offering per week………………...……….....…….. $18,106.52 

Percent of Monthly Budget……………..….……………….…....…117.7% 

 

 
Y E A R - T O - D A T E :  

 
Budgeted offering needed…………...………………..…….  $199,944.94 

Actual y-t-d offering received………………………………..$202,394.40 

Budgeted weekly average offering needed………........ $15,380.38 

Actual weekly average offering received…...……........ $15,568.80 

Offering surplus to budget (year-to-date)….…………..…$2,449.46 

Percent of budget (year-to-date)...………………………..………101.2% 

 
 
 

2 0 1 2  F a i t h  P r o m i s e  G i v i n g  U p d a t e  
Total funds sent to C.M.F for support of the Kineman Family:

  

   March    YTD 

From Individuals:                 $2,297.00   $8,446.00 

From Missions:     1,100.00     3,300.00 

Total:   $3,397.00  $11,746.00 

 
 
 

 

If you are interested in giving and would like envelopes, please 

contact the church office at 643.5713.  We can also set up auto-

matic withdrawal and bill pay. 

5th and 6th Grade Retreat 

Liberty Christian School 8th graders came to  

Bethany on April 25 and prepared a meal for 2 of 

our shut-in families.  The students prepared the 

meals in our kitchen and then they were delivered 

by our Care Ministry Team.  Thanks to Liberty for 

their heart of service. 


