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The old saying was that a week of church camp was the same as a year of Sun-

day school.  After many weeks of church camp, what I will say is that the envi-

ronment is unlike any other experience.  What camp does for the kids (and 

adults!) is create a temporary community where God is the leader and everyone 

is encouraged to follow Him and learn about His ways and His grace.  It limits 

the normal distractions so participants can focus on God and His plan for their 

lives.  It truly makes an eternal difference.  That I have seen myself over and 

over again.  Sound like something you’d like to have your child a part of?  

Sound like something you would like to be a part of?  Call Larry Lipps or Tim 

Fair and they can tell you how to make that happen. 

 

Never been to the camp?  The camp festival day is a free, fun-filled open house 

type event at the camp on Sunday, June 5th beginning at 2:00 pm.  Food, activi-

ties, tours and all kinds of stuff will be happening.  And Bethany will be taking 

some vans to this event, so you don’t even have to drive.  The vans will load at 

2:00 on that Sunday afternoon.  Call the church for more information. 

 

Rainbow Christian Camp - Dates You Need to Know! 

 

SAM - Senior Adult Ministry Day - Tuesday, May 3, 2011 

Camp Festival Day - Saturday, June 5, 2011 

Extremes Week  (4th, 5th and 6th grades) -June 19-24, 2011 (Larry Lipps) 

Higher Ground (High School) - July 17-22, 2011 (Tim Fair) 

Extremes Week (3rd, 4th and 5th grades) - July 31– August 3 (Larry Lipps) 

 

There are plenty of other opportunities for your kids to spend some time at 

camp.  Please pick up a Rainbow brochure at the Ministry Center or Children’s 

Information Center. Remember, Bethany pays for one half of the cost of a week 

of camp for all members and regular attenders. The camp can use you, too!  

Weeks of camp are staffed by volunteers from supporting churches.  If you 

would like more information about volunteer opportunities, please contact the 

church office or Rainbow directly. 



Who decided dandelions are bad?  I remem-
ber driving by a field that was completely yellow 
with dandelions and thinking, “That’s beautiful!”  
Okay, maybe I am only trying to justify my own 
lawn, but think about it.  We plant flowers in 
other places and think they are great (and they 
are).  We have to water them, take care of them, 
protect them from the frost, etc. (and it is all 
worth it). But dandelions plant themselves, they 
require no work, you do not have to baby them, 
cover them or protect them.  In fact, you can not 
get rid of them if you try.  Has the law of supply 
and demand gone crazy? Are there just so many 
of them, and the fact that anyone can grow them, 
that we fail to recognize their worth? 

Dandelions.  Are dandelions included in Jesus 
words, “And why do you worry about clothes? See 
how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor 
or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all 
his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is 
how God clothes the grass of the field, which is 
here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, 
will he not much more clothe you, O you of little 
faith?”   (Matthew 6:28‑30)  Dandelions . . . the 
grass of the field . . . not even Solomon in all his 
splendor was dressed like one of these, and we 
cut them out, spray them out, and pull them out. 

I think it would seem a little harsh and un-
grateful if we were to call dandelions “throw-
away flowers,” but it seems to be how we treat 
them.  It makes me wonder what else in this 
world I overlook, disregard, or treat as if it is of 
lesser value.  Have I talked about anyone lately in 
such a way that someone who heard me might 

have thought I did not care?  Do I care?  If people 
could not hear my words, what about my 
thoughts?  In Jesus’ day, it seems Samaritans, 
children, tax collectors, prostitutes, women, lep-
ers, and those who suffered from some problem 
were counted among the dandelions. 

Jesus worked to change all that. He reached 
out and touched a man with leprosy–unheard of!  
He said, “Let the little children come to me.”  Je-
sus took the children in His arms and blessed 
them. Jesus ate at Zacchaeus’ house and Levi’s 
house; both were tax collectors.  Jesus told a par-
able in which a Samaritan was the hero.  Jesus 
did not seem to distinguish between dandelions 
and daffodils.  And what about me?  Which one 
am I? 

I want to be like Jesus.  I want to appreciate 
the rainy days as much as the sunny days.  I want 
to value the dandelions as much as the pansies. I 
see the unique gift of every life and not only 
uniqueness of those lives which love me back.  
Who decided dandelions are bad?  Who set the 
standards which cause us to view people from 
different perspectives? 

Okay, maybe this really is about my own in-
ability to keep the dandelions out of my lawn.  
Maybe this is a way to spiritualize my lack of ef-
fort to keep my yard as tidy as the guy down the 
street (he has a really nice yard).  Maybe it’s just 
that I identify with them because they turn pre-
maturely grey. Maybe I am just too cheap to buy 
the right stuff to grow only green.  Maybe this 
has nothing to do with how we look at life.  
Maybe.  Maybe not. 

            B Y  B O B  B E L L  
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Mother’s Day 2011 at Bethany 
Some of the most humbling and memorable moments for parents are those times when our children 
express and live their faith.  With that in mind, much of the services on May 8th (Mother’s Day) will 
be led by our students and children.  The services will include a mother/child choir, and the Jr. & Sr. 
High students will lead us into God’s Word with an interesting artistic twist.  This is a wonderful op-
portunity to invite your mother and/or children to worship at Bethany Christian Church. 

http://www.bethanyweb.net
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Dinner Theatre 

May 15, 2011 

You don’t want to miss this - the last 

L.I.F.E.Line of the season, immediately  

following church. 

Pizza, fun, and music — bring your whole  

family. 

Enoch & Elicia (Licia) Betor 
Bethany was thrilled to have this special couple with us on April 10th.  
They spoke about the mission which is dear to their hearts, the Real 
Hope for Haiti Rescue Center, where they minister 
to young children who come to them severely 
malnourished, burned, or with major medical 
problems.  They also gave us a glimpse into the 
exhausting, yet rewarding, relief work which has 
become a big part of their lives since the disaster 
in Haiti. 
 

If your heart has been touched by their ministry and you would like more informa-
tion on how to sponsor a child through Real Hope for Haiti, you can call the church 
office and we will put you in contact with the proper person.  

Enoch, Licia, Carmelo, Henely, Trey & the 
newest addition to the family, Ameyah. 

Bethany Christian Nursery School is now ac-
cepting applications for enrollment in the fall. 
Pre-kindergarten classes are available from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. daily. Two, three, four and five 

day classes available. Call the office at  
765-643-5713 for more information.  

Cultivating young minds, nurturing faith in 
tomorrow’s leaders. 

http://www.bethanyweb.net
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M A R C H  S T A T I S T I C S :  
March Offering Received.…..…………………..…………... $82,811.02 

Average Offering per week………………...……….......…. $20,702.76 

Percent of Monthly Budget……………..….……………….……..... 138% 

 
 

Y E A R - T O - D A T E :  
 

Budgeted offering needed…………...………………...….  $195,000.00 

Actual y-t-d offering received……..……………….…....  $209,709.23 

Budgeted weekly average offering needed………....... $15,000.00 

Actual weekly average offering received.…...……...... $16,131.48 

Surplus to budget (year-to-date)……………………....…..$14,709.23 

Percent of budget (year-to-date)...………………………..…………108% 

 
 
 

2 0 1 1  F A I T H  P R O M I S E  G I V I N G  U P D A T E  
Total funds sent to C.M.F for support of the Kineman Family:

  

   March   YTD 

From Individuals:                 $2,747.00  $8,096.00 

From Missions:     1,100.00    3,300.00 

Total:   $3,847.00            $11,396.00 

 
 
 

 

If you are interested in giving and would like envelopes, please 

contact the church office at 643.5713.  We can also set up auto-

matic withdrawal and bill pay. 

Announcements: 
Mark your calendars now: Quarterly Ministry 
Forum on May 17, 2011 @ 7:00 pm in the Fireside 
Room.  

Special Thanks to Katrina Canfield 
In case you haven’t heard, our Worship Assis-
tant, Katrina Canfield, has stepped down from 
her position. Katrina has been a great help to 
Gabe as he ‘learned the ropes’ over the last few 
months.  Everything she has done at Bethany has 
been with energy, excellence, creativity and 
commitment.  She has been a great team mem-
ber, and a pleasure to work with.  She will be 
greatly missed.  The great news is that the Can-
fields will still be worshipping with us and 
Katrina will still be leading the Bethany Zumba 
ministry.  Please take time to thank Katrina for 
her time and service on staff here at Bethany. 
 

Worship Assistant Position Available 
We are currently accepting applications for a 

person to serve as the Worship Assistant at 

Bethany.  The position is part-time, roughly 10-12 

hours weekly.  This Worship Assistant works 

closely with the Worship Minister and perform a 

variety of tasks.  Musical ability is not a require-

ment, but an artistic sense combined with a bit 

of computer savvy are strongly desired.  Please 

contact the church office for a ministry descrip-

tion and application.  


