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The Welcome to Bethany Class is a 

4-week class that gives you a glimpse of who 
we are, where we came from, what we believe, 
and what we're about.  The class will meet in 
the Commons Room from March 2nd – March 

23rd during the 1st worship service, beginning at 9:00.  You can sign up 
for the class at the Ministry Center, at bethanyweb.net, or call the 
church office, 643-5713. 

 

DST begins 2:00 am on March 9th.  
Don’t forget to set your clocks 
ahead one hour before going to 
bed on Saturday, March 8th. 

Please Note:  L.I.F.E.Line 
will take place on March 9th!  
Parent’s should meet their kids at 
10:30 in the Discovery Zone for this 
once a month, family event. 

L.I.F.E.Line is a time of singing, skits, Bible talks, laughing, and lots of 
activities. Come and spend time together with your family. 

 

Baby/Family Dedication:      
We will have a Baby/Family Dedication on April 
13th during both morning services.  If you would 
like to participate in one or both services, please 
contact the church office by April 9th at 643.5713 
or email tisha.schultz@bethanyweb.net.   



 

 I realize “What do you smell like?” 
might be a bit personal, but it is Bibli-
cal.  Now, I understand not every-
body’s smeller works the same.  Some 
have very little to no sense of smell.  
Others of us have great smellers.  I am 
more in the “great smeller” category; I 
have a pretty good sense of smell.  
Maybe that is why 2 Corinthians 2:14 
caught my attention: “But thanks be to 
God, who always leads us in triumphal 
procession in Christ and through us 
spreads everywhere the fragrance of 
the knowledge of him.” 
 So, back to the original question: 
“What do you smell like?”  Do you 
smell like Jesus?  When you walk 
through a room, do people catch the 
fragrance of Christ? 
 I have noticed that there are dif-
ferent ways we tend to pick up a par-
ticular “fragrance.”  For example, 
sometimes it is a matter of purpose-
fully putting on a particular aroma.  
Growing up, it was Brut and Hai Ka-
rate. I would not recommend these; 
however, back in the day, they were, 
let’s say . . . aromatic.  Okay, a little 
overpowering, and they did not really 
last too long, but I am certain one of 
these two colognes helped me catch 
Cindy’s attention.  Good news is she 
liked me anyway.  But we can pur-
posefully take time to apply a fra-
grance.  As followers of Jesus, we are 
to put on Christ.  We are to take time 

to wrap our lives, our words, our ac-
tions, and our thoughts in Christ. 
 I have also found I can pick up an 
aroma by being around something. 
(We will keep this in the positive.) If I 
have a meeting with someone at Star-
bucks, after I leave I still have the 
aroma of coffee that follows me. If I 
eat at Subway, when I get back to the 
office, someone will usually say, 
“What is that?  Oh, you ate at Sub-
way.”   Being in close proximity with 
something will often allow you to take 
on its fragrance.  Okay, obvious appli-
cation, staying in close proximity to 
Jesus will allow us to smell like Him. 
 As Paul goes on in 2 Corinthians 
3:14-16, he points out that the fra-
grance of Jesus which we carry with us 
will be repulsive to some and refresh-
ing to others.  He actually uses the 
phrases “the smell of death” and “the 
fragrance of life.”  We see this lived 
out in the life of Jesus.  There were 
those who were attracted to Him and 
those who turned to go the other di-
rection.  Interesting that he attracted 
the ones we might have thought He 
would repel and repelled the ones we 
might have thought would have been 
attracted. 
 It is Paul’s final statement with 
which I most agree.  Paul said, “And 
who is equal to such a task?”   Who am 
I and who are we, that Jesus makes 
Himself known through us?  How can 

I, whose natural odor might not al-
ways be that pleasant, be the one who 
is to carry the fragrance of Jesus as I 
walk through a room?  But this is the 
reality of who we are in Christ.  This is 
the reality of how God has chosen to 
make Himself known. 
 What these words say to me is 
that I need to pay attention.  I need to 
be careful.  I need to purposefully take 
time to put on Christ every day.  I 
need to make sure I am staying in 
close proximity with Jesus at all times. 
How I live, what I say, how I act and 
react, how I love, and how I forgive 
are ways in which the aroma of Christ 
will be present on me.  Paul seemed to 
live his life in a constant awareness of 
the bigger picture.  Paul seemed to 
realize there was never a time in 
which who he was and what he did 
was separate from his witness of Jesus 
and God’s revealing of Himself 
through his life. 
 Okay, just one more brief com-
ment. I do not think this is necessarily 
on Paul’s mind as he writes 2 Corin-
thians.  (It did seem to be a primary 
emphasis in 1 Corinthians.)  Some-
times we need people we love and 
trust to tell us if we are smelling bad 
and do not know it.  Our desire is to 
be the fragrance of Christ. If the 
aroma people smell as I walk through 
the room is not positive, someone 
please tell me! 

What Do You Smell Like?                         Bob Bell 
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The Scout Troop 240 spaghetti dinner on Feb. 8th 
was a huge success with 425 meals being served.  The 
profits will be used to offset summer camp expenses.  
Your support was very much appreciated! 

http://www.bethanyweb.net


What Does It Look Like to Follow Jesus?                   Chris Bell 
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 We recently started a four-week 
series on Wednesday nights in the 
attic talking about “The Gospel, what 
it is and how it changes us.”  The first 
topic in this series is a discussion on 
what it looks like to follow Jesus.  
Now, you’re probably thinking, 
“Chris, really?  They should know 
what the Gospel is by now.”  But as 
we have been talking about recently, 
this cannot be assumed.  There are 
usually two types of students that 
attend church, those who have gone 
all of their lives and feel that they 
pretty much know everything about 
Jesus, and then those who haven’t 
spent much time in church and a lot 
of what they have heard about Jesus 
is hearsay and may or may not be 
based on the Gospel.  For this reason, 
if you were to ask students – whether 
long-time youth groupers or first 
time visitors – what it means to be a 
Christ-follower, there are bound to be 
different answers.  Now, while I 
spend the majority of my time with 
students, the above discussion could 
also be said about adults.  Assump-
tions cannot be made about what 
people should or shouldn’t know.  
The simple fact is this, sometimes it is 
a very good thing to revisit what we 
think we know. 
 So, what does it look like to follow 
Jesus?  Is this a topic that can be an-
swered in a one-page article in a 
church’s monthly newsletter?   I don’t 
know, maybe.  Or have we made it so 
diverse and complicated that no one 
can answer that question in a way 
that would make sense to someone 
that has never heard it before.  What 
does it look like to follow Jesus?  I 

would invite you to read the follow-
ing passage as if you had no prior 
knowledge of the Bible or Jesus. 
 In Matthew 4:18-22, Jesus is calling 
his first disciples to follow Him.  
When looking at this reference, three 
things were pointed out in our recent 
study of “The Gospel” from youth-
ministry360.c0m.   
 1.  Jesus sought out his follow-
ers.  This was very uncommon for a 
Rabbi to do.  If someone wanted to 
follow a Rabbi, they would have to 
search for the Rabbi and then con-
vince them that they were worthy 
enough to follow that Rabbi.  Jesus, 
on the other hand, went and picked 
his own disciples. 
 2.  Jesus didn’t pick highly 
qualified disciples.  In his time, 
there was a process of education for 
each young Jewish boy with only the 
best students getting to move on to 
the next level.  These first disciples of 
Jesus may have been good fishermen, 
but this simply meant that at some 
point, they didn’t make the cut. 
 3. Jesus didn’t seem to allow 
time to consider his request.  Jesus’ 
invitation (which might more closely 
resemble a command) to follow Him 
was sudden and seemingly an either-
or proposition.  That is, the four had 
an immediate decision to make: stay 
where they were, or leave their jobs 
and families and follow Jesus.  There 
was no middle ground. 

In Matthew 9:9-13, we see Jesus 
seeking another man to be one of his 
disciples.  Jesus’ invitation for Mat-
thew to follow Him is similar to the 
invitations in Matthew 4:18-22, but 
the context is very, very different.  

Jesus calling the first four would have 
been puzzling to most who witnessed 
it, because of their perceived lack of 
qualifications as fishermen.  Jesus 
calling Matthew to follow Him, how-
ever, was a scandal.  Matthew was a 
“tax collector,” which means that he 
worked for Rome.  Jews who took on 
such governmental positions were 
looked down upon by their fellow 
Jews as traitors.  In the eyes of most 
of his peers, Matthew had abandoned 
his people and his God, and he would 
have been treated as an outcast.  And 
yet Jesus asked Matthew to follow 
Him as one of His closest disciples, 
and then went to a dinner party with 
Matthew and his tax collector friends!  
It didn’t take long for the Pharisees, 
the Jewish religious leaders in that 
area, to criticize Jesus for the com-
pany He kept.  Jesus responded by 
saying that it is not the healthy that 
need a doctor, but the sick.  He re-
buked the Pharisees for their criti-
cism, and then finished with a state-
ment: “For I have not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners.”  The bottom 
line is this: being a sinner doesn’t dis-
qualify someone from following Jesus. 
(paraphrased from the lesson on 
youthministry360.com) 

Jesus didn’t say, “You can follow 
me if you do this and don’t do that.”  
He simply said, “Follow me.”  Un-
doubtedly, discipleship has a cost.  
And there are expectations both in 
what we do and in what we don’t do.  
But the beautiful thing about the 
Gospel is that there aren’t any restric-
tions on who can and cannot come to 
Jesus. 
  

http://www.bethanyweb.net


Serving God in the 
Dominican . . . watch 
for more mission trip 
pictures next month! 
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March Virtue 
Forgiveness: deciding that someone who has wronged 
you doesn’t have to pay. 
 

& Memory Verse 
“Forgive the things you are holding against one an-

other, just as the Lord forgave you.”  
Colossians 3:13 NIrV 

January Statistics 
 January Offering Received 

 $43,348 

 Average Offering Per Week 

 $10,837 

 Percent of Monthly Budget 

 68% 

Year to Date 
 Budgeted Offering Needed 

 $63,510 

 Actual Offering Received 

 $43,348 

 Budgeted Weekly Offering Needed 

 $15,877 

 Actual Weekly Offering Received 

 $10,837 

 Offering deficit to budget 

 $20,162 

 Percent of Budget 

 68% 

 

2014 Faith Promise  
Funds sent to C.M.F. for support 

of the Kineman Family 
 

 January 

Individuals/Classes  $2,072 

Missions         1,100 

Total      $3,172 

 

 YTD 

Individuals/Classes  $2,072 

Missions         1,100 

Total      $3,172 

 

If you are interested in giving and would 

like envelopes, please contact the church 

office at 643.5713. We can also set up 

automatic withdrawal and bill pay. 

Births 
 Octavia Rue Stinson - 2/7/14 
Parents: Daniel & Robyn Stinson 

New Members 
 James Blakemore - 2/2/14 

 Linda O’Bryant - 2/2/14 

 Jill Burton - 2/23/14 

Deaths 
 Brian Fickle - 1/30/14 
Son of Allan (Rita) Rhodes 

 Ed Gipson - 2/11/14 
Father of Mike (Melissa) Gipson 

 Emily Brown - 2/12/14 

 Linda Busby - 2/19/14 
Mother of Bret (Ranaye) Busby 

The families of our ministers, 
elders, staff, and contact team 
had the opportunity to share a 
meal with 45 of Bethany’s new 
visitors and attenders after 
church on February 16th.  Be sure 
to look for new faces and give 
them a warm welcome! 


