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It was a scary time for this large 
nation.  Their leader who had led 
them for more than 40 years was near 
death.  A successor had been chosen 
to lead the people in the future.  But 
before he died, their current leader 
wanted to remind them of the years 
they had spent together and the 
things they had experienced.  Not a 
perfect past, but one that was filled 
with adventure and triumph, sadness 
and struggle.  So he gathered together 

the entire nation in one place so he 
could give his farewell speech.  And 
like every good speaker, the one 
speech became three.  An interesting 
point that this leader repeatedly em-
phasizes in these farewell speeches 
was the challenge to parents to teach 
their children these stories from the 
past.  He tells them that they (the 
parents) have seen and experienced 
this history; their children have not.  

(Continued on page 3) 
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I 
 like the Psalms.  I do not know exactly 
when it was that the Psalms really caught 
my interest, but it has been several years 
ago.  I would like to think the Psalms have 

had an effect on how I pray.  I am not completely 
confident of that, but I believe they have. 

There is both form and language in the 
Psalms that teaches something about prayer. I do 
not know about you, but I often find my prayers a 
bit shallow and self-centered.  Now, I believe God 
listens to our prayers regardless of the language 
and form.  I believe God heard Peter’s simple 
prayer as he cried out when his experiment in 
walking on the water went downhill. Peter’s pray-
er was “Lord, save me!”  And the Lord did. 

But as I read through the Psalms and listen to 
the words, I am captured by a depth of focus.  
Though the prayers are often written in response 
to difficult situations and trying times, it seems 
the focus, though often starting with the need, 
quickly turns to the power and glory of God.  
There is something there to be learned. 

Eugene Peterson makes an interesting obser-
vation concerning Jonah and his prayer from the 
belly of the big fish.  Jonah had disobeyed God.  
Jonah had been thrown overboard during a 
storm. Jonah had been swallowed by a big fish.  
So Jonah prays–of course he prays!  But Peterson 
notes that every word of Jonah’s prayer was from 
the Psalms, “Not a word of the prayer is original. 
Jonah got every word–lock, stock, and barrel–out 
of his Psalms book.”  Peterson writes: “So Jonah 
prayed. That Jonah prayed is not remarkable; we 
commonly pray when we are in desperate cir-
cumstances. But there is something very remark-
able about the way Jonah prayed. He prayed a 
‘set’ prayer. Jonah’s prayer is not spontaneously 
original self-expression. It is totally derivative 
[the work of someone else]. Jonah had been to 
school to learn to pray, and he prayed as he had 
been taught. His school was the Psalms.” 

The purpose here is not to debate the sin-
cerest form of prayer or the best language to be 
used, but still, there is something here for us to 
learn. Peterson continues: “This is amazing.  
Prayer, which we often suppose is truest when 
most spontaneous, shows up in Jonah when he is 
in the rawest condition imaginable as learned.  
Our surprise lessens when we consider language 
itself: we begin with inarticulate cries and coos, 
but after years of learning we become capable of 
crafting sonnets. Are infant sounds more honest 
than Shakespeare’s sonnets?  They are both hon-
est, but sonnets have far more experience in 
them. Honest is essential in prayer, but we are 
after more.” 

Let me suggest a practice.  Whether during 
those times when you are uncertain what to pray 
or those times when it seems your prayers go as 
far as the ceiling and then drop lifeless at your 
feet, open your Bible to the book of Psalms and 
read a couple of the Psalms.  I would suggest 
reading them out loud.  Read them as prayers.  
Listen to the words.  Notice where the Psalm 
takes you.  Notice where it starts and where it 
ends. 

As a parent (and grandparent), I am always 
pleased when I hear one of my kids (or grand-
kids) repeat something that, at some point, I 
have said.  There is something good about that.  
There is something satisfying. (As long as it is 
something I was hoping they would learn and not 
something I was hoping they never heard me 
say.)  I think the same must be true of God.  Cer-
tainly it pleases God, not just when we speak 
whatever it is that is on our hearts, but when we 
speak what is on our hearts and it reflects some-
thing He has already said. I like the Psalms.  I 
would like to think the Psalms have had an effect 
on how I pray. 
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It is up to the parents to impart these experiences 
to their children.  They must be the significant 
historians in their children’s lives. 

If you haven’t put it together, the nation was 
Israel and the dying leader was Moses.  He chal-
lenged those parents listening to him to teach 
their children the amazing things that God had 
done in the lives of His people.   

Those challenges Moses gave were not just for 
his listeners.  They are for us today as well.   Chil-
dren look to their parent(s) for direction and 
guidance.  In western society, we have made a big 
mistake.  Many parents believe that the education 
of their children should be left to the profession-
als in the school setting.  And some believe that 
applies to the church setting as well.  Here at 
Bethany, we stand with Moses.  We believe it is 
the parent’s job to teach their children the truths 
about God.  Our job as the church is to encourage 
and equip parents to become the primary spiritual 
influence in their child’s life. 

Over the years, we have instituted different 
ways to attempt to come along side of parents as 
they strive to become that kind of spiritual influ-
ence in their child’s life.  Our first run at it was 
Station 12.  This program, held on Sunday eve-
nings, began in the fall of 2002.  It was unique in 
that parents could not just drop off their child, 
but were required to stay and experience the pro-
gram with them.   Over the years, it has been held 
at different times.  Then in the summer of 2010, it 
went through some changes including a name 
change.  L.I.F.E.Line began on a bimonthly basis 
that fall.  In the fall of 2011, L.I.F.E.Line moved to a 

Sunday afternoon format and included lunch.  Yet 
it was always the dream of the key supporters of 
this program to incorporate it into our Sunday 
morning schedule.  So with the Elders blessing, a 
three month trial will begin on Sunday morning, 
March 4th. Other L.I.F.E.Lines will be April 1st and 
May 6th. 

During our 10:30 service time, we will have our 
L.I.F.E.Line program in the Discovery Zone.  The 
actual premise is still the same.  It is for kids AND 
their parent(s).  It will give the parents key infor-
mation and tools to help them carry the Sunday 
morning lessons home in a fun and exciting way. 
It will also continue to be a time of fun and high 
energy with aspects of worship that we have not 
always had before.   If you are a L.I.F.E.Line regu-
lar, you will notice some familiar aspects and fac-
es.  If you have never been a part of the experi-
ence, then you will be encouraged and you might 
just learn something. 

We are encouraging parents to attend our 9:00 
service and then join us for L.I.F.E.Line at 10:30 in 
the Discovery Zone.  If your child is in K-6th grade 
and is in one of our children’s ministry areas, they 
will have their normal 9:00 hour programming 
and then be taken to the Discovery Zone at 10:25, 
where you will need to meet them.  All of our 
younger children’s ministry departments (Garden/
Nursery, Ark/Toddler, and Sonshine Station/Pre-
School) will remain open and operate normally.  
Children will need to be picked up from these de-
partments as usual at the end of L.I.F.E.Line.  

If you have any questions, please contact Larry 

Lipps through the church office. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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J a n u a r y  S t a t i s t i c s :  
 

January Offering Received.…..…………………….……….... $66,128.11 

Average Offering per week………………...……….....…….. $13,225.62 

Percent of Monthly Budget……………..….……………….……....….. 86% 

 

 
Y E A R - T O - D A T E :  

 
Budgeted offering needed…………...………………..……...  $76,849.05 

Actual y-t-d offering received……………………………..…..$66,128.11 

Budgeted weekly average offering needed………........ $15,369.81 

Actual weekly average offering received…...……........ $13,225.62 

Offering deficit to budget (year-to-date)….………..…($10,720.94) 

Percent of budget (year-to-date)...………………………..………...…86% 

 
 
 

2 0 1 2  F a i t h  P r o m i s e  G i v i n g  U p d a t e  
Total funds sent to C.M.F for support of the Kineman Family:

  

   January    YTD 

From Individuals:                 $3,157.00   $3,157.00 

From Missions:     1,100.00     1,100.00 

Total:   $4,257.00   $4,257.00 

 
 
 

 

If you are interested in giving and would like envelopes, please 

contact the church office at 643.5713.  We can also set up auto-

matic withdrawal and bill pay. 

We are resuming our 
collection of canned 
goods.  Bring in your 
canned goods on the 
second Sunday of each 
month. Donations can 
be dropped off at the 
Ministry Center. If you 

need assistance carrying items, please notify the 
door greeters for help. Operation Love appreci-
ates your generosity. 

The Boy Scouts had their 
annual spaghetti dinner 
on Saturday, February 
11. About 434 people were 
served and profits will be 
used to offset summer 
camp expenses. Thanks 
to all who supported this 
effort.  


