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HAVE YOU HEARD THE NEWS? We are in the beginning stages of 
putting together a new directory for our membership here at 
Bethany.  This would be an excellent time to make sure we 
have all of your information correct in the church office.  You 
can call the office during regular business hours at 643.5713 to 
check and make sure everything is updated.  More information 
will be available during the first part of March when we start 

the actual kickoff. Photographs will be taken in April. Please look forward to 
more information in your mailbox and inbox! 

THE WAIT IS OVER: the new website is here. Visit www.bethanyweb.net to see 
what the new website has in store for you. Enjoy the intuitive, easy to navigate 
site including an event calendar to help you stay up to date with what’s hap-
pening at Bethany. Use the contact us form to ask for more information, or to 
keep the office updated of any changes to your information. Three sections 
help you navigate your way through the website: 

 

 

At 2:00 a.m. on March 13th, we change to 
Daylight Saving Time!  Don’t forget to set 
your clocks ahead one hour before going to 
bed on Saturday, March 12th. 

http://www.bethanyweb.net
http://www.bethanyweb.net/upcoming-events
http://www.bethanyweb.net/contact-us


I 
t’s one of my favorite pictures of Jesus.  We 
find it in Luke 5.  Luke writes: “While Jesus 
was in one of the towns, a man came along 
who was covered with leprosy. When he saw 

Jesus, he fell with his face to the ground and begged 
him, ‘Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.’  
Jesus reached out his hand and touched the 
man.”  (Luke 5:12-13a)  The phrase that always 
catches my attention is “Jesus reached out his hand 
and touched the man.”  He touched the man.  That is 
an absolutely incredible statement. 

In Jesus’ day, you did not touch someone with 
leprosy.  In fact, the law demanded that those with 
leprosy keep their distance.  Those with leprosy 
were required to cry out “unclean” if someone were 
about to unknowingly get too close.  No doubt the 
man in Luke 5 had very little contact with people.  
Outside of others who may also have been inflicted 
with leprosy, the man in Luke 5 may not have felt 
the touch of another human for months, maybe 
years. 

It was not just the physical touch that was sig-
nificant, but that physical touch or lack of physical 
touch represented a barrier between himself and 
everyone else.  He was different.  He was impure.  
He was unclean. He was an outcast. He had no 
standing or significance in the community.  For 
many in his day, his condition was viewed as a result 
of sin.  He was leprous because of some sin in his 
life; his leprosy was viewed as God’s judgment and 
punishment.  And even if there were some who did 
not believe his leprosy was a sign of God’s judgment, 
that was quite possibly how he felt about himself. 

So here comes a man whom some say is a 
prophet, some say he is The Prophet.  Some have 
gone as far as to say that Jesus is the Messiah.  Many 
have been healed by this man.  Many have been for-
given of their sins by this prophet.  So the man in 
Luke 5 takes a chance.  He falls to his face in front of 
Jesus and begs to be healed.  Nowhere in the text 
does it say that the man with leprosy touched Jesus.  
That would have been against the law and improper.  
For the man to come this close to Jesus was already 
more than was allowed; he was taking a chance. 

What does Jesus do?  He reaches out His hand 
and He touches the man.  How long had it been 
since he had felt the touch of another human being?  
How long had it been since he had been noticed in-
stead of avoided?  Jesus touches the man. 

There was great power in that touch.  We read 
that Jesus was willing to heal the man and immedi-
ately the leprosy left him.  That was a powerful 
touch.  But even before the leprosy was gone, the 
touch no doubt had healing power.  The man was 
taking a chance of being rejected, but with the touch 
he was accepted. The man was taking a chance that 
what he thought about his guilt and God’s judgment 
was true, but in the touch he felt God’s grace.  That 
is a powerful touch.  The man was taking a chance of 
further public humiliation if Jesus was to draw back 
or rebuke him, but instead he was publicly em-
braced by Jesus.  Powerful. 

We may not have the same level of power in our 
touch, but, then again, do not underestimate the 
power of a touch given through the hand of a fol-
lower of Jesus.  There is power in our touch.  But no-
tice again whom Jesus touched in this particular pas-
sage.  Everyone else would have walked on by, 
stepped over the man, or moved around him–not 
Jesus.  The touch is extended toward someone who 
would have otherwise been neglected or unseen.  
Who will you nearly walk by today without notic-
ing?  Who will you interact with, but only as a 
means to an end, not as a “real” person?  It might be 
at the grocery store, the post office, the classroom, 
the office, the factory, in your own home or in your 
neighborhood.  It can happen on a Sunday morning 
with individuals who slip in and slip out unnoticed. 

Sometimes following the example of Jesus takes 
us places that are difficult and stretch our thinking 
and ability.  Other times following Jesus can be as 
simple as a touch; whether we physically reach out 
our hand or (with someone we do not know) we 
stop long enough to look them in the eye, notice 
them, and speak a word of encouragement.  That is 
a powerful touch.  On a Sunday morning, it might 
be noticing someone who is sitting alone and sitting 
close enough to them to introduce yourself and 
make sure they do not feel “by themselves,” but not 
so close as to make them uncomfortable.  A touch 
can be a powerful thing. A touch can express accep-
tance, value, grace, hope and the potential for heal-
ing. 

I guess we could say that Luke 5:12-13 is a touch-
ing story.  May we follow the example of Jesus and 
look for ways to value the people God places around 
us each day. 
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Bethany Christian Church was an important part of my life from birth (1980) through my high school 

graduation in 1999.  After leaving Anderson, I moved to Cincinnati where I studied at Cincinnati Christian 
University and received my degree in Bible and General Ministry.  While there, I fell deeper in love with 
Christ and really began to understand my calling into ministry.  The next few years, I worked at a residential 
treatment facility for kids in Ohio and started raising support to serve in missions in New Zealand.  Support-
raising was tremendously time-consuming and working at the treatment facility was both rewarding and 
draining.   Juggling these two tasks simultaneously was a big challenge, and eventually I had to choose be-
tween the two.  Following the path of missions, I moved to Louisville, KY to finish my support raising and 
build a stronger relationship with my forwarding agents.   During the support raising process, the door to 
serving in New Zealand was closed, and I was left trying to figure out what on earth God was doing in me and 
what was supposed to happen next.  I launched into a job distributing pharmaceuticals and medical supplies, 
all the while searching for my place in ministry.  I began volunteering in Student Ministry at Southeast Chris-
tian Church, where I absolutely fell in love with a small group of students 

Through a few years of faithful service, my heart became strongly tied to the Student Ministry program, to 
the students, and to the staff at Southeast.   In late August of 2009, I accepted an open position in Junior High 
ministry and in September began serving under the title of “Minister of Junior High Group Life Develop-
ment.”  In other words, I worked on making small groups for junior high students better.  I absolutely love 
serving the Lord in this way, and can’t imagine a greater calling than to minister to students at an extremely 
pivotal age. 

God is teaching me how to really love Junior High students where they are, imperfections and all.  As well, 
he continues to reveal the greatness of himself, and the importance of being a man of humility and prayer; 
after all, God is the only one who can change a heart.  It’s a tremendous growing season for me as I seek to 
love Christ wholeheartedly and lead a group of adults who lead our students.  I’m reminded daily of my short-
comings and my own limitations, but I love it that I serve on a team that understands and expects imperfec-
tion from me.  Even so, they challenge me to continue to grow past those restrictions and let God become 
more powerful in my life. 

Throughout the journey our God remains incredibly faithful.  Even in the seasons when I have been frus-
trated, confused, and hurting, he has continued to pull together a plan that puts me exactly where he wants 
me and puts Himself on the throne. 

Last summer, I transitioned into a role on our student ministry team called "Operations & Develop-
ment".  The gist of what I do is  (a) help our student ministry team to function efficiently by managing some 
of the behind-the-scenes infrastructure & needs and (b) speaking into various branches of student ministry to 
help develop and improve the way we do things.  Basically, I'm helping our team to get better and better at 
what we do.  That includes everything from tracking details to training leaders to editing student ministry 
publications.  We strive to be the best student ministry we can possibly be so that God is glorified and people 
can easily navigate the channels of student ministry to get connected and grow in Christ. 

God continues to teach, grow, and stretch me daily.  I continue to be humbled that I get to be a part of 
what God is doing in the world.  Daily, I'm seeking opportunities to help those around me become the priest-
hood of believers and breakdown the notion that the "ministers" at the church are the only ones who are 
called to advance the Kingdom of God.  I'm learning how important it is to prioritize my own walk with God 
and let the Holy Spirit work in and through me so I can lead out of the overflow.  All in all, it's an incredible 
season of life and I'm amazed daily at what I see God doing.        
          — Trent 

 
 

Have you ever wondered 
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This month, we have  
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J A N U A R Y  S T A T I S T I C S :  

 

January offering received.…..…………………..………...... $66,477.07 

Average offering per week………………...……….....….…. $13,295.41 

Percent of monthly budget……………..….……………….…….....… 89% 

 
 

Y E A R - T O - D A T E :  
 

Budgeted offering needed…………...………………...…….  $75,000.00 

Actual y-t-d offering received……..……………...….…....  $66,477.07 

Budgeted weekly average offering needed………....... $15,000.00 

Actual weekly average offering per week…...……...... $13,295.41 

Deficit to budget (year-to-date)……………………......... ($8,277.93) 

Percent of budget (year-to-date)...………………………..…………. 89% 

 
 
 

2 0 1 1  F A I T H  P R O M I S E  G I V I N G  U P D A T E  
Total funds sent to C.M.F for support of the Kineman Family:

  

   January    YTD 

From Individuals:                 $3,047.00  $3,047.00 

From Missions:     1,100.00    1,100.00 

Total:   $4,147.00  $4,147.00 

 
 
 

 

If you are interested in giving and would like envelopes, please 

contact the church office at 643.5713.  We can also set up auto-

matic withdrawal and bill pay. 

About 50 men joined us for 
pizza, chicken wings, snacks 
and drinks. We watched the 
super bowl as some played 
pool, ping pong and shot 
basketball. Thanks to all 
who donated time, food and 
effort to make this a great 
night.  

The boys scouts had their annual 
spaghetti dinner on Saturday, Febru-
ary 12. About 440 people were served 
and money from the dinner will help 
pay for scout trips this summer. 
Thanks to all who supported this 
effort.  

The Winter Carnivale 
brought the families of 
Anderson together for a 
free, fun-filled event on 
January 28. Thanks to all of 
the volunteers who helped! 

Pee-Wee basketball 
filled the gym each Sat-
urday in February with 
kids age 3 through Kin-
dergarten. A big thank 
you to everyone who 
helped control the 
crowds! 


