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Sunday, July 8 – Thursday July 12 
6:00 – 8:30 pm each evening 

For kids age 4 (by August 1st) through just finished the 6th grade 
(a special track for our kids who just finished the 5th & 6th grade!) 

 
New Schedule this Year! 

All Family Celebration Luau on Thursday Night! 
Pre Registration begins Sunday, June 10th.  

We are in search of volunteers of all types to help make this 

event a success. Please contact the church office if you are 

interested at 765.643.5713 



I 
 am not a big fan of church signs.  Most of 
them embarrass me.  I always wonder if 
people, unconnected to church, who drive 
by and read the signs are influenced 

positively or negatively by the slogans and 
sayings.  Some of them are cute. Some of them 
are catchy.  But I am not certain that I want what 
is written on most church signs to represent what 
the church is all about or to represent who Jesus 
is.  Now, I realize this is all just personal 
preference on my part.  So, if you love church 
signs, that’s fine. (Is it okay with you that I 
don’t?)  I was going to give some examples of the 
kinds of signs I am referring to, but I thought it 
best that I do not, in that some of the messages 
might actually be ones I have used in the past. 

Having said that, I need to tell 
you about a sign that I kind of 
liked.  It was brought to us by our 
friends at Redeemer Baptist, just 
down the road.  The sign read: “Not 
Twitter. Literally, I want you to 
follow me.” I do not “tweet.”  That 
comes as no shock to most of you.  I 
do think I understand the concept.  
Tweeting is a way to do a public 
diary of your daily life.  You can 
write down everything you do 
during the course of a day (and from what I 
understand, some do), so that anyone who is 
interested can know exactly what you are doing.  
It is a play-by-play commentary on your life.  
Some do not include every detail, only major 
events.  Either way, to pay attention to what 
someone is doing by reading their “tweets” is to 
“follow” someone on Twitter. 

So, when I saw the sign, I thought that it 
carried with it some insight into how many 
people live out their faith.  When they think of 
following Jesus, it is much like Twitter.  It is 
something you do from a distance. It is 
something you do that involves knowing about 
the person.  If you faithfully follow someone on 
Twitter, you can get a good feel for who they are 
and what is important to them, and you can tell 
others about their life.  In fact, from what I 

understand, many celebrities and athletes have 
Twitter accounts.  This means that people can 
“follow” them and, in the process, feel as though 
they are getting to know them and building a 
relationship with them.  However, in truth, there 
is no relationship and they really do not know 
them at all. 

Okay, so back to the sign.  A couple thoughts 
came to mind; no doubt, they have already 
become apparent to you as well.  “Not Twitter. 
Literally, I want you to follow me.”  Following 
Jesus is not just knowing facts about Jesus and 
His life.  Following Jesus is not just reading about 
Jesus or watching Jesus from a distance.  
Following Jesus is to actually have conversations 

with Him.  It is listening to Him as He speaks 
and reveals Himself to us through 
the Bible, His example, through the 
church and the world around us.  
Following Jesus is to actually do 
what He says.  It is to literally follow 
Jesus. 
    The second thought has to do with 
how we can begin to feel like we 
know someone or have a 
relationship with someone by simply 
knowing facts about their life.  
Knowledge alone is not a 

relationship.  Jesus makes this clear several 
different times in His conversations with people.  
One of the most straight forward is found in 
Matthew 7:21-23.  Jesus has just finished talking 
about how a tree is known by its fruit.  He then 
says, “Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' 
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who 
does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many 
will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy in your name, and in your name drive 
out demons and perform many miracles?' Then I 
will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from 
me, you evildoers! ' “   

The church sign made me think.  In fact, I 
passed that sign several times, and each time it 
made me think. So, thanks to Brad Storm and our 
brothers and sisters at Redeemer.  I guess all 
church signs are not created equal. 
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“Following Jesus is 

to actually do what 

He says. It is to 

literally follow 

Jesus.” 
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A few months back, I was working through 
the book of Genesis with a friend. We made it 
through day 2 of creation before I noticed 
something that I had apparently skimmed over 
every other time I read through the book of 
Genesis. Verse 5 - "God called the light Day, and 
the darkness He called Night. And there was 
evening and there was morning, a first 
day." (Jewish Study Bible) 

Nothing out of the ordinary.  Most of us, me 
included, have read that and then went along 
with our day and didn’t think much about it. 
What caught me off guard that morning over 
coffee was the order of events.  After God names 
them "Day" and "Night", he then says that there 
was "evening and there was morning".  

God mentions evening and then morning.  
God starts his day off with rest.  Does this seem 
odd to anyone else?  If you're anything like me, 
my day seems to start off with the interruption of 
sleep.  That’s when my day starts.  My day, at 
least in my mind, doesn't start until I wake up, 
until the light comes on and causes me to pull the 
covers over my head because it’s too bright, my 
day doesn't start until that annoying sound goes 
off at least 3 times.  My day starts off with the 
"morning". My day then end with the "evening".  I 
start with "morning", with working, with creating, 
with being busy, with doing.  That’s how my day 
starts.  Then I rest.  Then comes the "evening".  I 
work, then I rest. Maybe this explains why I am 
so tired sometimes.  Does this cause the rest of 
my day to be out of balance?  Is my day 
backwards?  Is this why I feel like I am running 

on empty sometimes? 
As I began to think about this, it then caused 

my mind to run to the book of Psalms, chapter 
62, where it talks about rest.  Resting in God. 62:1 
- "Truly my soul finds rest in God; my salvation 
comes from him." 62:5-8 - "Yes, my soul finds rest 
in God; my hope comes from him. Truly he is my 
rock and my salvation; he is my fortress. I will not 
be shaken. My salvation and honor depend on 
God; he is my mighty rock, my refuge. Trust in 
him at all times, you people; pour out your hearts 
to him, for God is our refuge." 

Maybe we need to find rest first. Maybe we 
need to find "evening" in our own lives, before we 
can find the "morning".  Before we begin to start 
the creative process of “loving one another deeply 
from the heart” (1 Peter 1:22), of restoring all 
things back to Jesus, of reconciling all things back 
to Jesus. Maybe we first need to find rest, find 
"evening". 

Now this may not be huge.  Or this could 
change everything.  It may just be a shift in my 
thought process of how I start my day off, not 
with the morning, but with rest, with "evening".  
Rest in God.  Rest in knowing that my salvation 
comes from Jesus.  Rest in God being my refuge.  
Rest in my hope that I have in Jesus.  Rest in 
trusting that God works all things together.  Rest 
in trusting that God takes care of the birds of the 
air and the flowers of the field, how much more 
will he take care of his children. 

So may I, may we, find rest in God.  May we 
begin with "evening" and then "morning" can 
happen. 

T h e r e  wa s  e v e n i n g ,  a n d  t h e r e  wa s  m o r n i n g         B y  Ti m  Fa i r  

Thank you for a great L.I.F.E.Line season. Look forward to 
the fall when L.I.F.E.Line begins again. See you there! 
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A p r i l  S t a t i s t i c s :  
 

April Offering Received....…………………..…………...….... $86,890.63 

Average Offering per week………………...……….....…….. $17,378.12 

Percent of Monthly Budget……………..….……………….…....…112.9% 

 

 
Y E A R - T O - D A T E :  

 
Budgeted offering needed…………...………………..…….  $276,846.84 

Actual y-t-d offering received………………………………..$289,210.13 

Budgeted weekly average offering needed………........ $15,380.38 

Actual weekly average offering received…...……........ $16,067.23 

Offering surplus to budget (year-to-date)….………...…$12,363.29 

Percent of budget (year-to-date)...………………………..………104.4% 

 
 
 

2 0 1 2  F a i t h  P r o m i s e  G i v i n g  U p d a t e  
Total funds sent to C.M.F for support of the Kineman Family:

  

   April   YTD 

From Individuals:                 $2,837.00   $11,283.00 

From Missions:     1,100.00       4,400.00 

Total:   $3,937.00   $15,683.00 

 
 
 

 

If you are interested in giving and would like envelopes, please 

contact the church office at 643.5713.  We can also set up auto-

matic withdrawal and bill pay. 

For the first time at Bethany we will be having 
youth baseball for boys and girls ages 5-8. It will 
be Saturdays in July from 10:00-12:00. Since this 
is the first year and we don’t really know what to 
expect or how many children will be interested, 
we’re just going to be flexible and see what 
happens! We’re hoping to spend the first 30-45 
minutes practicing skills, and then have an 
impromptu, non-competitive game for the rest 
of the time. If you are interested in helping out, 
please contact Bethany Rielage (765-635-4884) 
or Rachel Ohmes (765-610-2527). If you have 
children who are interested in playing, look for 
sign-ups starting in June. We hope this can be a 
fun time for all involved! 

Can’t go on the trip, but still want to help? You 
can help meet the physical needs of the men, 
women and children living on the streets of 
Atlanta and in poor neighborhoods by providing 
the following items: Clothing (for men only), 
socks, underwear, t-shirts/sweatshirts, hats & 
gloves, blankets, travel size deodorant, shaving 
cream and razors, toothbrush and paste, soap, 
wash cloth, chapstick, lotion, feminine hygiene 
products, and heavy duty trash bags. Please bring 
donated items to the Ministry Center. 

Baseball at Bethany 

Church on the Street—Atlanta 


