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Volunteers and Donations 
Needed! 

Please see the display in the Atrium if 
you would like to be a part of the VBS 
team this year, or volunteers can sign 
up on the website: http://
www.vacationbibleschool.com/
bethanychristian (Child registration is 
available on this site, too!)  
We are still in need of preschool 
teachers, group leaders, and 
elementary teachers. 

Also, visit the Atrium 
display to see how you can 
be a special part of VBS by 
donating  some of the 
objects which will be 
needed.  All help is deeply 
appreciated! 

Sunday, July 28 

Alexandria Pool Party 

6:30—8:30 

Free Family Swim Party 
******************** 

Sunday, August 25 

All Church Picnic 

Alexandria Beulah Park 

Meet at 4:30, eat at 5:00 
 

The church provides the chicken, tableware, and drinks. You are encouraged to 

bring a side, a dessert, or both! 

http://www.vacationbibleschool.com/bethanychristian
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After 36 years of ministry, Bethany Christian 
Nursery School held its final graduation on 
Thursday, May 16th, 2013.  The Nursery School 
has been a significant part of the ministry and 
outreach of Bethany into our community.  How-
ever, due to declining enrollment over the past 
few years, the decision was made by the eldership 
to bring the Nursery School to an end at the con-
clusion of this past school year. 

Bethany Christian Nursery School began in 
the fall of 1977.  Sheila Ramsey was the first direc-
tor, serving the Nursery School for two years.  
Since that time, we have been blessed to have 
Rhea Colson as lead teacher and director.  Rhea  
began working with our Nursery School in the 
fall of 1979.  Over 
those 34 years, Rhea 
has served with a 
number of teachers 
who include: Patty 
Hopper, Cindy Bous-
man, Cindy Bell, Bren-
da Spencer, Laura 
Gloff, and Beth Green, 
along with others who 
served as substitute 
teachers and were 
willing to step in when needed.  For the past 20 
years, Luanne Canfield has been a consistent part 
of the teaching team. 

With 36 years of history, we have seen many 
second generation students.  Children who had 
attended the Nursery School are now parents, 
and their children have attended, as well.  Cindy 
and I are among the families who have watched 
two generations.  During our first two years at 
Bethany, Traci was a student at the Nursery 
School.  Many years later, all four of Traci’s 
daughters also attended Nursery School.  As a 
family, the prayer of thanks the grandgirls 
learned at Nursery School is still often used be-
fore many of our meals.  I can personally sing 
several of the songs sang by the children at the 
Christmas programs and graduations.  

We do not have an exact count of the number 
of children and families the Nursery School has 

served over the years.  Nor will we ever know the 
positive rippling effect of the ministry of the 
Nursery School as it touched children and fami-
lies, who in turn touched more children and fam-
ilies.  The preschool years are an important part 
of shaping lives and families for generations to 
come.  We have people in our church family 
whose introduction to Bethany was through our 
Nursery School. 

As we came to the end of this school year, the 
elders had to make the difficult decision to close 
the Nursery School.  Enrollment over the past 
few years had decreased significantly, mainly due 
to the fact that working parents are now search-
ing for full-day programs for their preschoolers.  

As a result, the student 
tuition (supplemented 
by the annual contri-
bution from the 
church budget) no 
longer provided the 
finances needed for us 
to continue this valua-
ble ministry.  The deci-
sion was made after 
the pre-enrollment on 
April 23rd. The hope 

was for enrollment to be sufficient to continue 
this ministry.  When the enrollment did not meet 
the necessary numbers, the decision had to be 
made promptly to allow parents, who had pre-
enrolled, enough time to enroll in another pro-
gram. 

If you see Miss Rhea or Miss Luanne, please 
express your thanks for the years of love and ser-
vice they poured into this ministry.  They will on-
ly know the true impact of their work when they 
are able to view it from an eternal perspective.  
Though they often are met with hugs at the gro-
cery store or excited greetings from students, 
both past and present, when seen out in public, 
the true extent of their work will only be seen in 
the future.  We appreciate the commitment, love, 
time, effort, energy, resources and experience 
Rhea and Luanne have invested in the Nursery 
School, the children and the families served.  
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“How good and pleasant it is when brothers live 
together in unity!"  Psalm 133:1 

This past week we took about 20 people to Sen-
ior Saints in the Smokies at Johnson University in 
Knoxville.  What a great time we had as we traveled 
down in cars and van. Great fellowship was had 
during the drive down and back.  You really get to 
know people when you are in a vehicle for 8 hours 
each way.  We enjoyed great meals each day, and 

had the chance each after-
noon to go to the moun-
tains or shop in Pigeon 
Forge or Gatlinburg.  I 
even made it to Bass Pro 
Shop and spent a gift card 
that I was holding.  Each 
evening was a wonderful 
program, including a 
night with Tommy and 
John Thomas Oaks, Facul-
ty talent show, preaching 
by Marshall Leggett and a 
quartet called the Florida 
Boys.  Each night closed 
with ice cream in the din-
ing hall.  My son Ryan 
came over from Chatta-
nooga and surprised Carol 
and Grandma Pat.  We 
got rain the night of the 
cook-out and classic car 

show, but we adjusted and got it done.  The theme 
was the 50's.  A lot of poodle skirts and greased hair. 
Each morning we had a Bible Study with Marshall 

Leggett and then an elective class on some Bible-
related theme. 

The reason I lay this all out for you is two-
fold.  First, we would love to have even more people 
go down and join us.  It is a nice relaxing week in 
beautiful surroundings.  Second, these are the kind 
of things that lead to getting closer to each oth-
er.  Talk around the meal table and going about the 
day allows to build community.  The highlight was 
having most of our group in red t-shirts come up 
front and witness Judy Danner place her member-
ship.  I felt like a kid coming home from church 
camp again. 

So, what about you?  Are you getting around 
people who can encourage and navigate life with 
you?  God wants us to build community with each 
other as we go about this life.  We are much strong-
er together than we are as individuals.  Find some 
people that can walk along with you in this 
life.  Read the Bible together, pray together, share 
your burdens and victories.  The Christian life is 
best lived in the midst of other believers.  Next year 
will be the 30th year of Senior Saints.  Do not be 
surprised if some of us ask you to join us. You will 
not regret it. 

    God bless! Kent 

      Join us! Keenagers will meet on July 3rd in the Fel-

lowship Hall for a program by Police Chief Larry Cren-
shaw, followed by a pitch-in meal. Donuts at 9 am with 
the meeting at 9:30. Our next trip is July 17th to IDES. 
(International Disaster Emergency Service)  They are in 
Kempton, IN.  We may get to fill more food bags for 
overseas.  We plan to stop in Tipton at the Pizza Shack 
for lunch.  Please sign up if you plan to go.  

Top: Jean Leedy, Sharon 
Schuck and Brenda Lind-
ley. Below: Tommy Oaks 
and John Thomas on stage. 

K e n t ’ s  Ko m m e n t         P s a l m  1 3 3 : 1  

Wonderful Wednesdays had a wonderful start June 12 at Willemsen Dairy Farm. Thank you to all who 
helped make this day a possibility. Mark you calendars now for the final Wonderful Wednesday of the 

summer: 7/24 (10 am – 4 pm) – Kokomo Beach. ********** ********** 
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M a y  S t a t i s t i c s :  
 

May Offering Received....…………………..………...……………...$69,447 

Average Offering per week………………...……….....………..... $17,362 

Percent of Monthly Budget……………..….………………...……...…110% 

 

 
Y E A R - T O - D A T E :  

 
Budgeted offering needed y-t-d………...………………..….$331,355 

Actual offering received y-t-d …………………………...……$327,231 

Budgeted weekly average offering needed……….......... $15,779 

Actual weekly average offering received…...…..….........$15,582 

Offering deficit to budget y-t-d….………………..……….....($4,124) 

Percent of budget y-t-d…………………....……………………....……99% 

 
 
 

2 0 1 3  F a i t h  P r o m i s e  G i v i n g  U p d a t e  
Total funds sent to C.M.F for support of the Kineman Family:

  

        May                 YTD 

From Individuals:                 $2,092.00     $13,060.00 

From Missions:     1,100.00         5,500.00 

Total:   $3,192.00     $18,560.00 

 
 
 

 

If you are interested in giving and would like envelopes, please 

contact the church office at 643.5713.  We can also set up auto-

matic withdrawal and bill pay. 

High School Grads: 
James Chastain 
Jonathan Daugherty 
Austin Gossett 
Morgan Neblett 
Olivia Pike 
Zack Rayburn 
Zane Rayburn 
Dallas Smith 
Joel Thompson 
 

College Grads: 
Krista (Davis) Auxier 
Maggie Hart 
Jonathan Reding 
Alexa Stephenson 
Joshua Stephenson 

G r a d uat i o n  S u n day  


