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Let me start by giving you  
some names: Joseph Heritage, 
Seneca Chambers, W.F. Fowler, 
Julia Franklin,  Quincy Scott, and  
Susan Bronnenberg,  Some of you 
might recognize a few of those 
names.  Some of you may even be 
related to a couple of them.  These 
are a handful of names taken from 
a list included in a copy of the 
original church records of the start 
of Bethany Christian Church, dat-
ed September 25, 1898. 

Let me give you some other 
names: Peter, James, John, Philip, 
Mary, Matthias, Joseph, Joanna, 
Simon, Thomas, and Matthew.  
(Sorry, I do not have any last 
names for this list.)  Some of you 
probably recognize a few of these 
names as well.  I doubt if any of us 
are related, but it is possible.  
These are a handful of the names 
of the people gathered in an upper 
room in Jerusalem in Acts 1.  These 
are among those  from whom the 
early church would start. 

Both lists are part of the foun-
dation upon which the church to-
day is built and continues to be 
built. God brings together people 
from different times, different 
places, different backgrounds, and 
adds them into the church He is 
building.  If we could remove the 
veil between what is seen and un-
seen, if we could look beyond 
what is visible to our physical eyes 
at the moment, we would see that 
the church today is much deeper, 
wider, taller, and bigger than 
meets the eye.  We would see that 
all those who are part of the foun-

dation upon which the church to-
day is built are still as much a part 
of the church today as they were 
when they were physically pre-
sent. 

Our foundation is strong.  This 
is true of the church as a whole.  
In Ephesians 2:20-21, Paul talks 
about the church being “built on 
the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself 
as the chief cornerstone.”   Having 
a strong foundation is also true of 
Bethany as we are part of the big-
ger church. 

Our foundation is strong.  God 
has graciously provided individu-
als throughout the past 115 years to 
lead, teach, direct, give, serve, 
come, go, sing, preach, counsel, 
build, plant, and love one another.  
The lists are long of those who 
rocked babies, taught Sunday 
School, worked as youth coaches, 
prepared and served bereavement 
dinners, visited the sick and shut-
in, sang in choirs, played instru-
ments, made decisions, gave sacri-
ficially, entered the cross-cultural 
mission field, oversaw finances, 
worked behind the scenes, cared 
for people who were hurting . . .  

Some of us who are part of 
Bethany today have roots which 
reach deep into this foundation.  
Though very much a part of what 
is taking place today, you have 
also been vitally important in 
building the foundation upon 
which we now stand.  (Thank you 
and keep building!)  Others of us 
are newer to Bethany, but no less a 
part of this church which God is 

continuing to build.  Each person 
is here for a purpose.  Each indi-
vidual is a part of what is taking 
place. Each family is significant in 
what God is doing.  God continues 
to build His church in the world 
and, also, in what we might call 
“our” church. 

There is something to be said 
about having a strong foundation.  
I once heard someone say, “If you 
want to grow a cucumber, it takes 
a couple months. If you want to 
grow an oak tree, it takes a hun-
dred years.”  The church that God 
built has been in existence for 
nearly 2,000 years.  It has survived 
attacks of various kinds and, by 
God’s grace, it has even survived 
times of unfaithfulness. Through 
the centuries God has continued 
to guide, shape, correct, grow, 
protect, and breathe life into His 
church.  This church, which has 
been in existence for over 115 
years, has also continued to grow 
strong through those years and be 
a light in our community and the 
world.  May that continue.  We are 
not a cucumber which can sprout 
up, produce its fruit, and be gone 
in a couple months.  We are an 
oak tree which has deep roots, a 
solid foundation, and must con-
tinue to reach out into our com-
munity to provide shelter and pro-
tection to the world. 
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Care Ministry Birthdays 

 Waldo Porter 1/6/23 

 Alice Unger 1/7/32 

 Ruth Seal 1/12/22 

 Gordo Bulen 1/15/36 

 Betty Jordan 1/22/23 
 

             Bob Bell 

Births 

 Annabelle Rose - 12/11 

   Brynn Bell and proud  

   grandmother Jenni Bell. 

 

New Members 
 Samantha Ball, 12/1 

Deaths 

 Shirley Reagan - 11/28 

Linda O’Bryant’s father 

 Thomas Evans  - 12/2 

Bobby Evans’ brother 

 Harold Wages  - 12/5 

Carolyn Wages’ husband 
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January Virtue 
Knowledge: discovering something 

new so you can be better at what-

ever you do. 

 

& Memory Verse 
“God has breathed life into all of 

the Scriptures. It is useful for 

teaching us what is true. It is use-

ful for correcting our mistakes. It 

is useful for making our lives 

whole again. It is useful for train-

ing us to do what is right,” 

2 Timothy 3:!6 NIrV 

     You never know, but He does  Tisha Schultz 

During this season, we natural-
ly reflect on the events of the 
year ending and begin to dream 
of what the coming year may 
hold. For some people, this hap-
pens in the form of resolutions. I 
have never been someone who 
makes New Year’s resolutions 
though I am not sure why exact-
ly. Maybe I never thought I 
would keep them. Maybe I 
thought they were overrated or 
silly. Or maybe, as a former 
teacher, I was just trying to enjoy 
the last days of Christmas break 
without thinking of things that 
would require me leaving my 
place on the couch before school 
resumed. Whatever the reason 
for not making them, I did make 
one last year.  

One day last January, while vis-
iting a friend I did not see often 
enough, I joked that my New 
Year’s resolution was to visit her 
once a month in 2013! We both 
laughed thinking of our busy 
schedules and hugged good-bye. 
As the year went on, I was more 
intentional about scheduling 
“our monthly meeting”. She 
would laugh and shake her head 
as each time I left I’d say, “See 
you next month!” Each visit was 
full of wonderful conversation as 
we caught up on life – my gradu-
ate studies, our jobs, our mar-
riages, her pregnancy. She cele-
brated with me when I was hired 
on here at Bethany and said, 
“Who would have imagined that? 
I thought you’d be a school 
teacher forever!” Once a month, 
we chatted face-to-face. Then, 
August came in which my friend 
laid and fought in a hospital bed 
for 11 days, but ultimately gave 
birth to a baby girl who had only 
developed for 21 weeks and was 

not capable of living in this world 
for long. In August, I saw my 
friend a lot more than we ever 
imagined I would when I made 
that once-a-month resolution. 

As I finish one year and begin a 
new one, I find myself marveling 
at all God did in and around me 
in 2013. It was a year of happy 
memories and sad ones. It was a 
year when God revealed many 
new things to me, including the 
importance of setting aside time 
and intentionally being with peo-
ple. It was definitely a year of 
changes.  One statement seems 
to surface from all the memories 
– you never know. You never 
know exactly how life will go, 
what will happen next, or even 
where you will be in a year no 
matter how much you plan or 
prepare. You never know who 
you will meet or who you will 
have to say good-bye to along the 
way. You never know what hap-
piness lies ahead or what strug-
gles you will face. You never 
know.  

 However, my hope lies in the 
God I serve who does know. 
Psalm 139:16 tells us that “…all 
the days ordained for me were 
written in your book before one 
of them came to be.” He knows 
all things and this means I do not 
need to know.  My hope lies in 
the God who says I do not need 
to be afraid because He will nev-
er leave or forsake me (Hebrews 
13:5-6). With these reasons for 
hope in my mind, I enter 2014 
with a heart full of gratitude and 
anticipation. I look forward to 
whatever comes because I know 
He is already there 
(Deuteronomy 31:8). Happy New 
Year! 

 

Indiana Christian Youth Convention  

November 22-24 

Christmas Worship with the Big Band 
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Late in November, 
Bethany's Care 
Ministry 
Team provided 
their annual 

Thanksgiving Turkey Dinners for 
the homebound.  This year sixty-
six homemade dinners were pre-
pared by the team for the shut-
ins, and were either taken to their 
residence or eaten in the Friend-
ship Room.  This number included 
our team members, who ate with 
their person(s), if feasible. Those 
able to attend at the church, not 
only enjoyed a delicious fellowship 
meal, but were delighted by The-
ron Dalton's violin concert along 
with Julie Brown at the piano. 
Care Ministry's objective is to pro-
vide consistent contact, encour-
agement, and ministry to those 
who are temporarily or perma-
nently shut-in, hospitalized, or 
living in a nursing or assisted liv-
ing facility.  We are currently serv-
ing thirty folks through home vis-

itation and/or home commun-
ion.  In the past year this dedicat-
ed team has made 1030 document-
ed visits!!!  Based on Matthew 5:16 
and the "Presidential Points of 
Light" awards, recognition was 
recently given to the following for 
letting their light shine for their 
respective homebound person
(s):  Arlene Ashby, Denny & Sha-
ron Beltz, Carol Rivest, Nancy 
Johnson, Kay Stevens, Saralee 
Riggs, Marla Austin, Nancy Rush-
ton, and Marvella Hiles.  In the 
Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 
said,  " let your light shine before 
men, that they may see your good 
deeds and praise your Father in 
heaven".  In a recent sermon, Tim 
said, "because of who Jesus is in 
our lives, we too carry this 
light.  And if we carry this light of 
the world, our actions will fol-
low".  These team members truly 
are carrying this light. 

November Statistics 
 November Offering Received 

 $60,775 

 Average Offering Per Week 

 $15,194 

 Percent of Monthly Budget 

 96% 

Year to Date 
 Budgeted Offering Needed 

 $741,605 

 Actual Offering Received 

 $716,342 

 Budgeted Weekly Offering Needed 

 $15,779 

 Actual Weekly Offering Received 

 $15,241 

 Offering deficit to budget 

 $25,263 

 Percent of Budget 

 97% 

 

2013 Faith Promise  
Funds sent to C.M.F. for support 

of the Kineman Family 
 

 November 

Individuals/Classes  $2,684 

Missions     1,100 

Total   $3,784 

 

 YTD 

Individuals/Classes  $26,849 

Missions     12,100 

Total   $38,949 

 

If you are interested in giving and would 

like envelopes, please contact the church 

office at 643.5713. We can also set up 

automatic withdrawal and bill pay. 

As of Sunday, December 15 we 
have received total monthly com-
mitments of $2,507 from individu-
als and classes.  This is $67 higher 
than the current year’s actual aver-
age amount.  God continues to 

bless Faith Promise through His 
people at Bethany.  In a recent  e-
mail Larry wrote, “We are so grate-
ful to God and the folks there at 
Bethany”.  

2014 Faith Promise Update 


