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Come join us for a night of free food, fun, 

games, music, and prizes. 
 

Friday, January 25, 2013 

Doors open from 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
 

Bring your family, your neighbors and friends for 

this fantastic free night.  

Want to volunteer? Contact the church office if you 

are interested in volunteering your time to help 

make this evening a success.  

We need your help to make the Winter Carnivale a success. We 
are currently taking donations of individually wrapped candy 
and single-serve chips for the upcoming Winter Carnivale. It 
will be here before you know it. There will be a labeled 
collection box at the Ministry Center throughout January. Your 
donations will help make the Winter Carnivale a huge success 
for the children of our church and community. 
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I 
 do not want to sound too New-Year’s-Eve-
ish, but I did a quick search of the most fre-
quent New Year’s resolutions.  Most of 
them were pretty standard.  Most of them 

covered general areas of weight, exercise, health, 
time, family, friends, and playing more hop-
scotch.  Okay, I added the hopscotch resolution.  
Hopscotch did not appear on any of the lists I re-
searched.  Do you make lists, written or mental, 
of what you plan to do, change or accomplish in 
the new year? 

I am partial to Paul’s list in Philippians.  Paul’s 
list was not in regard to starting a new year, but it 
fits.  Paul writes in Philippians 3:13-14, “But one 
thing I do. Forgetting what is behind and strain-
ing toward what is ahead, I press on toward the 
goal to win the prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus.”   In particular, I en-
joy how Paul begins his list.  Paul does not give 
us a “Top Ten” list or even a list of the top five 
goals for the new year. Paul keeps it simple: “One 
thing I do.”  I am a fan of simple. 

We know from Paul’s writings that we are 
saved by grace, not by works.  Our winning the 
prize is based on what Jesus did, not on what we 
do.  However, at the same time, I appreciate 
Paul’s perspective as he exhorts us to forget what 
is behind, strain toward what is ahead, and press 
on to win the prize.  Just in case anyone would 
want to question him or act as if what he said is 
not important, he follows it up in verse 15 by say-
ing, “All of us who are mature should take such a 
view of things.” 

We do not want to be numbered among the 
immature, so let’s walk through Paul’s exhorta-
tion.  “Forgetting what is behind” is something 
we would probably all like to do: a fresh start, 
leave it all behind, get rid of the baggage.  How-
ever, some of the “stuff” we might like to leave 

behind will continue to be part of our lives no 
matter what page of the calendar turns.  Of 
course Paul writes this from a Roman prison, so 
maybe there is more to it than our current cir-
cumstances.  Maybe it is our mind set. 

This could explain why Paul then says 
“straining toward what is ahead.”  It is hard work 
to keep ourselves from getting caught up or, at 
times, overwhelmed by our present circumstanc-
es.  I made the mistake of trying to run across my 
grandfather’s garden one day after a rain.  My 
momentum carried me about half way in before I 
sank ankle deep in mud.  I was stuck.  I did a 
good bit of straining to make it to the other side.  
I should also mention that it took a garden hose 
and several gallons of water to get me cleaned up. 

“Pressing on” is an excellent description of the 
continued movement as we move toward the 
goal.  Sometimes it is putting our shoulder to it 
and slowly moving inch by inch, but we are mov-
ing.  I must admit, resolutions sound a lot more 
exciting than forgetting, straining, and pressing.  
However, what makes the difference is the next 
phrase: “to win the prize.”  Eugene Peterson re-
fers to it as “a long obedience in the same direc-
tion.”   

So, how do you feel about this one-item list of 
resolutions?  We need to note these verses of 
Paul’s do not stand alone.  A few verses before 
these words of exhortation, Paul writes, “Finally, 
my brothers [and sisters], rejoice in the 
Lord!” (3:1) A few verses after the words of exhor-
tation, Paul writes, “Rejoice in the Lord always. I 
will say it again: Rejoice!”  (4:4)   Does this make 
a second item on our list, or is this the attitude 
and action with which we go after our “one 
thing”?  Either way, it’s a great place to start.  Re-
joice.  Forget.  Strain toward. Press on. 

             B y  B o b  B e l l  
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Join us for L.i.f.e.Line January 6th, during second 
service. Parent’s should meet their kids at 10:30 in 
the Discovery Zone for this once a month, family 
event. L.i.f.e.Line is a time of singing, skits, Bible 
talks, laughing, and lots of activities. Come and 
spend time together with your family. 

http://www.bethanyweb.net
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Many of us assume the driest months of the year are during the summer.  The truth, however, is 
that December, January, February, and March are the driest months (on average) across much of the 
mid-west.   

I can sometimes fall into an emotional drought during the winter months.  Personally, I attribute it 
to several reasons: emotional highs of Christmas and New Year’s pass quicker and quicker each year, 
several holiday get-togethers in short succession (Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s) are con-
trasted with an extended time of “same-old-same-old,” and January’s cold cloudiness seems to pene-
trate my very soul.  I miss the excitement and anticipation of Christmas and new beginnings, friends 
and family gathering together with regularity, and sustained warmth and light from the sun. It all 
boils down to drought: the refreshing things that have been consuming my time and thoughts seem 
to dry up and disappear. 

As I read Psalm 42, I step into the story of someone going through an emotional drought.  The writ-
er thirsts for the living God (vv. 1-2), but feels trapped by life’s circumstances and even by the scornful 
words of others (vv. 3-4, 9-10).  There are several admissions that feelings of depression and sadness 
are sucking the life out of this person (vv. 6, 11a).  But in spite of all of that, the writer of Psalm 42 
gives us a way to be revived through such dry, dark times. The last stanza (v. 11) reminds us to “Put 
your hope in God,” because even in times of doubt, drabness, dreariness and dryness, we must “…yet 
praise him, [our] Savior and [our] God.” 

Join me in making the decision that this year – when the sun seems to have forgotten mid-America, 
when the bills from Christmas come in the mail, when every day of the week seems to be a Monday, 
when I thirst for something deeper – I will recite Psalm 42:11, and take God’s Word to heart. 

 
“Why so downcast, O my soul? 
    Why so disturbed within me? 

Put your hope in God, 
    for I will yet praise him, 
    my Savior and my God.” 

           Praising Him (Psalm 34), 
            Gabriel Ohmes 

T h e  D ry  S e a s o n           

The congregation enjoyed comments from the “mouths 
of babes” during the Christmas Eve Service as they 
learned about Mary and Joseph’s journey. 

Bethany Christian Worship Choir along with BCC Children’s 
Choir sang during our worship service on December 16. 
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N o v e m b e r  S t a t i s t i c s :  
 

November Offering Received....…….…..………...….….... $56,090 

Average Offering per week………………...……….....….…..$14,023 

Percent of Monthly Budget……………..….……………….…....…91% 

 

 
Y E A R - T O - D A T E :  

 
Budgeted offering needed…………...………………..…….  $738,258 

Actual y-t-d offering received………………………………..$709,635 

Budgeted weekly average offering needed………........ $15,380 

Actual weekly average offering received…...……........ $14,784 

Offering deficit to budget (year-to-date)….…………...($28,263) 

Percent of budget (year-to-date)...……………………..……..…96% 

 
 
 

2 0 1 2  F a i t h  P r o m i s e  G i v i n g  U p d a t e  
Total funds sent to C.M.F for support of the Kineman Family:

  

   November  YTD 

From Individuals:                 $2,947.00   $28,824.00 

From Missions:     1,100.00     12,100.00 

Total:   $4,047.00   $40,924.00 

 
 
 

 

If you are interested in giving and would like envelopes, please 

contact the church office at 643.5713.  We can also set up auto-

matic withdrawal and bill pay. 

Serve the World: Bethany donated 580 pounds of potatoes 

and gravy to Operation Love for Christmas baskets. Thank 

you for your donations.  

Mark your calendar 

now!  


