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COME CELEBRATE THE PAID OFF MORTGAGE WITH US! 
Celebration Sunday – January 16, 2011 

 
“Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for- ever and ever! Amen.”  
 Ephesians 3:20-21 
 

Ten years early!  I do not know if we have done the math yet or not to 
determine how many dollars worth of interest we’ve saved by paying off the 
loan ten years early, but I am certain it would astound us. On Sunday, January 
16th, we are going to use the morning as an opportunity to celebrate what God 
has done. There will be one combined service which will start at 10:00.  At the 
conclusion of our time of corporate worship, we will share together in a pitch-
in dinner in the gymnasium.  Biblically and historically, sharing a meal to-
gether has always been a way to mark a day and celebrate. 

However, as we consider the truth of Ephesians 3:20-21 as it relates to 
the this milestone in our history, we want to keep in mind that retiring the 
debt is a blessing, but the amount of ministry that has taken place throughout 
those ten years is even more amazing.  Take Ephesians 3:20-21 [“Now to Him 
who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 
His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen.”] and think of all God 
has been able to do in and through people over these past ten years. 

There was some debate at the time; should we borrow and build or save 
and wait?  A case can be established for either decision. Every church has to 
prayerfully consider what they believe is the best use of their resources and 
time.  I am grateful for the decision of those who were leading and the deci-
sion of the church as a whole to go ahead and build.  So as we celebrate on 
January 16th, there will no doubt be a good bit of talk about retiring the debt 
and the faithful stewardship of funds; however, equally important or possibly 
more important is to celebrate what God has been able to do in and through 
this church as we “expanded our facility to expand the Kingdom.” 

 
Join us Sunday, January 16 for a combined service at 10 
a.m. followed by a pitch-in dinner in the gymnasium 

as we celebrate the completion of the mortgage. 



S 
ometimes we forget about the second 
part of the sentence.  When we think 
about Heaven, we may be tempted to say, 
“Well, there is really not that much we can 

know.  It is a mystery. It is beyond our comprehen-
sion.”  We may even quote 1 Corinthians 2:9, 
“However, as it is written: ‘No eye has seen, no ear 
has heard, no mind has conceived what God has 
prepared for those who love him.’ ”  See, it is im-
possible for us to know about Heaven, the Bible 
says so, “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no 
mind has conceived what God has prepared for 
those who love him.”  And that’s when we have to 
step in and say, “But what’s the rest of the sen-
tence?”   

1 Corinthians 2:9 is the first part of the sen-
tence. 1 Corinthians 2:10 completes the sentence.  
The second part says, “but God has revealed it to 
us by his Spirit.”  Wait a minute, that changes 
everything!  Instead of telling us we cannot know 
what God has prepared for us, these verses actu-
ally tell us that we can know what lies ahead.  Put 
it all together and Paul tells us, “However, as it is 
written: ‘No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no 
mind has conceived what God has prepared for 
those who love him’--but God has revealed it to us 
by his Spirit.” 

Over the past several months, I have been en-
gaged in a study that is proving to be life-
changing.  As I was doing my annual read 
through the Bible this year, in the Spring I was in 
Colossians.  As a result of a couple conversations 
I had, I began looking for very clear, unquestion-
able references to eternity.  I was amazed!  As I 

completed my reading of the New Testament, I 
started writing down every reference to Heaven, 
Hell, the future resurrection, and the return of 
Jesus.  After completing the New Testament, I 
went back and started in Matthew to fill in the 
gap from what I had read earlier.  What I found 
surprised me.  Eternity was either the primary 
focus or a primary focus in every New Testament 
book. 

At that point, I had to do an inventory of my 
preaching, as well as, the focus of my living.  If 
eternity is a primary focus of the Bible, then cer-
tainly that should be reflected in my preaching.  
If eternity is a primary focus in the Scriptures, 
then it seems eternity should be a primary focus 
of my life.  To sum up my findings in theological 
terms, what I found was . . . “oops!” . . . my focus 
was somewhat skewed. 

That was the beginning of an adventure.  That 
revelation started me down a path on which I 
soon realized I had spent very little time.  I had 
always kind of lived in the camp of 1 Corinthians 
2:9, that we really cannot know that much about 
Heaven or the Bible does not speak very much on 
the subject.  However, now I am learning I had 
simply forgotten or failed to see the second part 
of the sentence. God has revealed a great deal of 
information to us by His Spirit.  And what God 
has revealed is quite different than I had always 
thought.  What God has revealed is much more 
compelling and exciting than I had always 
thought.   I look forward to sharing some of what 
I am finding as we start this New Year. 

A GLIMPSE INTO HEAVEN             B Y  B O B  B E L L  

w w w. b e t h a n y w e b. o r g 

We will be collecting food beginning January 2, 2011 and continuing until January 23, 

2011 for Operation Love Ministries.  They have served over 11,400 families in the past 

6 months alone.  They have received over 41,500 pounds of food from churches, in-

dividuals and groups in the last 6 months, yet they are barely keeping up with the need.  We want to 

collect at least 5000 pounds to be delivered on January 24th.  Help us by bringing in cases of canned 

vegetables, soup, canned fruit or cash donations for them.  We will set aside a corner in the 

Atrium.  Let us share as the Lord has blessed us. 

OPERATION LOVE FOOD DRIVE 

http://www.bethanyweb.org


w w w. b e t h a n y w e b. o r g 

Our annual outreach opportunity, called the Winter Carnivale, is scheduled for Friday 

evening, January 28th.  This is one of our great events where Bethany is visited by lots of 

folks who don't attend our church. We hope you use this event to invite your friends and 

neighbors to a night of fun. The carnivale is for kids (grade 6 and under) and their fami-

lies. 

       We are asking LifeGroups and Sunday School classes to set up, decorate, staff and 

clean up the booths.  Sign up in your Sunday School class or LifeGroup. If you are not in-

volved in a LifeGroup or Sunday School class, we still need your help!  Please contact 

Larry Lipps or call the church office, 643.5713. This events takes "all hands on deck" to 

pull off this fantastic evening. Watch for your opportunity to serve.  Invite your 

neighbors and friends.   

Best of all, it is completely F r e e !  

This event is supported by the fine folks of Bethany.  

See you Friday, January 28th! 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

On Sunday, December 5th, the Lookout class had some extra peo-
ple join them for the morning.  Our 5th and 6th graders combined 
with the class and spent the day enjoying each other’s company 
and talking about their best Christmas memories and ways families 
kept Christ in Christmas.  

http://www.bethanyweb.org
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N O V E M B E R  S T A T I S T I C S :  
 

November Offering Received...…………………..………... $55,361.06 

Average Offering per week………………...……….....……. $13,840.27 

Percent of Monthly Budget……………..….……………….…….....… 95% 

 
 

Y E A R - T O - D A T E :  
 

Budgeted offering needed…………...………………...…… $699,692.00 

Actual y-t-d offering received……..……………...….….. $685,946.71 

Budgeted weekly average offering needed……...….... $14,576.92 

Actual weekly average offering per week…...……...... $14,290.56 

Deficit to budget (year-to-date)…………………….....….($13,745.29) 

Percent of budget (year-to-date)...………………………..…………. 98% 

 
 
 

2 0 1 0  F A I T H  P R O M I S E  G I V I N G  U P D A T E  
Total funds sent to C.M.F for support of the Kineman Family:

  

   November    YTD 

From Individuals:                 $2,648.00  $21,483.00 

From Missions:    1,100.00    12,100.00 

Total:   $3,748.00  $33,583.00 

 
 

I M A G I N E  # 2  E X T E N S I O N  T O  P A Y  O F F  T H E  M O R T G A G E  
Total given in November……………………………………..$5,284.00 
Total given in 2010………………………………….…..……..$75,665.90 

MORTGAGE IS PAID! 
 
 

 

If you are interested in giving and would like envelopes, please 

contact the church office at 643.5713.  We can also set up auto-

matic withdrawal and bill pay. 

  
 
 
 

Zumba at Bethany begins January 4th
! 

When: Tuesdays 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
  Saturdays 9:00-10:00 a.m. 
Where: In the attic 
Info:  $4 per class 
 Childcare provided on Tuesdays 
 
Zumba is a workout in disguise! It incorporates 
Latin and international music and dance move-
ments creating a fun and effective workout. 
You’ll have so much fun you’ll hardly know 
you’re working out! Start the New Year out 
right by joining us for our Zumba Fitness-Party! 
Questions, contact Katrina Canfield or Court-
ney Fair. 

Baby Dedication will be on Sunday, 

January 9.  If you know of any member 

that has a new baby that we might not 

be aware of, please let us know by call-

ing the church office at 643.5713. 


