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If you are fairly new to Bethany, we would love to ex-
tend an invitation to you and your family to join us for 
the First Step Luncheon on Sunday, February 16th, 
immediately following the 10:30 worship service in the 
Fellowship Hall.  We will provide lunch and have 
some time to get to know each other a little better. The 
meal will begin at approximately 12:00, and we should 

wrap up by 1:00-1:15.  It will help to know how many will be attending, so we 
can plan accordingly.  You can sign up at the Ministry Center, at bethany-
web.net, or call the church office, 643-5713. We are looking forward to meeting 
you and your family and getting to know you a little better.  

The Welcome to Bethany Class is a 4-week class that 
gives you a glimpse of who we are, where we came from, 
what we believe, and what we're about.  The class will 
meet in the Commons Room from March 2nd – March 
23rd during the 1st worship service, beginning at 9:00.  You 
can sign up for the class at the Ministry Center, at bethanyweb.net, or call the 
church office, 643-5713. 

Troop 240 Spaghetti Dinner:  Troop 240 will be having its An-
nual Spaghetti Dinner Saturday, February 8, 4:30 - 7:00 p.m. in the 
gym at Bethany Christian Church.  Advanced tickets can be pur-
chased from any Troop 240 scout or in the church office for 

$5.00.  Walk-ins are welcome at $7.00 per person.  Children 6 & 
under are free.  The dinner includes: spaghetti, sauce, garlic 
bread, salad, drinks, & homemade dessert.  Profits will be used 
to offset summer camp expenses. 

It’s not too late to be included!  Pee-Wee Basket-
ball is a fundamentals course to instruct children, ages 3-
K, in skills like dribbling, passing, and shooting.  The 
program will take place each Saturday in February, 10:00-

11:00 a.m.  (9:30-11:00 a.m. on the first Saturday only.)  Sign up in the Atrium or 
the church office.  If you are able to assist on Saturdays, please indicate that on 
the form, as we always need lots of adult help.  Entry fee of $15 includes a T-
shirt and medallion/trophy for each child.   We must receive T-shirt orders no 
later than February 8th. 



In Psalm 133:1-2, the Bible 
says, “How good and pleasant it 
is when brothers [and sisters] 
live together in unity!  It is like 
precious oil poured on the head, 
running down on the beard, 
running down on Aaron's beard,  
down upon the collar of his 
robes.” 

I am confident the second 
verse loses something in transla-
tion.  Certainly, according to 
Biblical times, having oil poured 
on your head to the point it runs 
down your beard and onto your 
collar was a wonderful, good 
thing.  The mental picture of 
someone whose long hair and 
beard are so oily that it causes a 
bad case of “ring around the col-
lar” is not as desirable in our 
day.  So, if possible, lose that 
picture.  Forget it.  Instead, how 
about  thinking of a really hot 
day, you are outside, you have 
been working hard, your skin is 
parched, and you pour a glass of 
cold water on your head which 
runs down, cooling your face 
and neck, refreshing you as you 
take a deep breath.  That does 
not work either?  You are pictur-
ing the football coach on the 
sidelines getting ice cold Ga-
torade dumped on his head?  
Not the same, or is it?  Though it 
looks like getting ice down your 
back, the Gatorade experience is 
one of great joy and victory.  It is 
a celebration. 

Having said all that, let’s 
stick with the original, “it’s like 
precious oil being poured on the 
head.”  What is as good as hav-
ing precious oil poured on your 
head?  When brothers and sis-
ters live together in unity.  I love 
the church.  I love the church, 
not because we are all like, but 
because we are all different.   
What makes the church so 
amazing is we love each other 
regardless.  Granted, some 
differences bring excitement, 
variety, color, and positive nu-
ances to a group of people or a 
family.  But let’s be honest, 
sometimes those things which 
are different about others in how 
they act, think, talk, respond, 
and believe do not fit the “isn’t 
that fun” category.  However, 
those are the types of differences 
which allow us to grow in, expe-
rience, receive and express God’s 
grace. 

Living under the Lordship of 
Jesus not only provides a foun-
dation for our unity (we are 
united in our absolute belief and 
conviction that Jesus is Lord), it 
is the Lordship of Jesus, our sub-
mission to His way, which 
makes our extending grace to 
one another and loving one an-
other imperative.  It is our unity, 
expressed in our love for one an-
other, which communicates to 
the world that we are His disci-
ples.  Jesus said, "A new com-

mand I give you: Love one an-
other. As I have loved you, so 
you must love one another. By 
this all men will know that you 
are my disciples, if you love one 
another."   (John 13:34-35) 

We see the truth of Jesus’ 
words lived out a few weeks later 
as the church is born.  In Acts 
2:42-47, as the lives of these ear-
ly believers are described, the 
Bible says, “They devoted them-
selves to the apostles' teaching 
and to the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer. 
Everyone was filled with awe, 
and many wonders and miracu-
lous signs were done by the 
apostles. All the believers were 
together and had everything in 
common. Selling their posses-
sions and goods, they gave to 
anyone as he had need.  Every 
day they continued to meet to-
gether in the temple courts. 
They broke bread in their homes 
and ate together with glad and 
sincere hearts, praising God and 
enjoying the favor of all the peo-
ple. And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were 
being saved.”   And they enjoyed 
the favor of all the people.  
Hmm, how good and pleasant it 
is when brothers and sisters live 
together in unity.  I love this 
church. 

             Bob Bell 
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Care Ministry Birthdays 

 Fred Branigan - 2/7/26 

 Josephine Counceller -  

 2/10/23 
 

Births 

 Emme Lise - 12/9 

Scottie & Amanda Blackburn 

and  grandmother Janet 

Blackburn 

 Caleb Max - 12/28 

David & Shauna Sarah and 

grandparents Lam & Pam 

Quarles 

Deaths 

 Leslie Smith - 12/19 

Family: Reed, Duffee, Smith 

 Shirley McGuire - 1/5 

Daughter:Nancy (Bruce) Johnson 

 Ed Porter - 1/12 

Debbie Porter, Waldo Porter, 

Pryor, Bodell, Colson, Hutchison 

 Ross Parker - 1/22 

Sister: Sharon (Charlie) Gilmore 
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I’ve been doing a lot of thinking 
(I know, it’s scary for me too) on 
the idea’s of freedom and simplici-
ty.  What I’ve come to learn and 
realize is that simplicity is an in-
ward disposition.  This inner dis-
position then naturally leads to 
the outer lifestyle.  I often find 

myself trying to do the reverse of 
this.  I try to fix my outer lifestyle 
in hopes it will change my inner 
desires.  Jesus talks in Matthew 7 
about how a “tree is known by its 
fruit.”  Which is basically a way of 
saying that the inner determines 
the outer. 

As I have been thinking on 
these ideas of freedom and sim-
plicity, I’m learning more and 
more that I need to live with open 
hands and not clinched fists.   I 
need to live less in this world of 
mine and yours and more in the 
world of ours.  I am learning more 
to see my material possessions as 
things to be used, not as things to 
be possessed.   

I am learning more and more 
that the things of this world are 
not ours to keep.  We are merely 
stewards of these things while we 
are here.  My pride often leads me 
to say “mine” and “yours,”  when 
in reality everything is God’s.   

We talked a few months ago on 
this idea of stewardship.  Rich 
Mullins had this to say about 
stewardship; “We came to believe 
that poverty is being a steward of 
whatever resources you have, as 
opposed to being the owner of 

those resources, that what is im-
portant is to recognize that every-
thing belongs to God, and he al-
lows us to be stewards of his gifts.  
And so rather than saying ‘OK, so 
we will just not own anything,’ we 
tried to look at everything that we 
own – our talents, our physical 
possessions – as being God’s, and 
ourselves as being stewards of 
them.” 

I am learning to look not at 
what I can get but what I can give.  
All that has been given to me by 
God is so that I can give to those 
God has put in my path.  I am not 
here to only get from God, but to 
give from God.   

I have heard it said that the 
treasures we store up in heaven 
are the lives we helped change, 
the moments we gave ourselves 
for the good of others.  “My com-
mand is this: Love each other as I 
have loved you.  Greater love has 
no one than this: to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends.” (John 
15:12-13) 

So may we go and love those 
around us well and be about the 
Kingdom coming here on earth, 
just as Jesus prayed. 

February Virtue 
Faith: believing in what you can’t 

see because of what you can see. 

 

& Memory Verse 
“Faith is being sure of what we 

hope for. It is being certain of 

what we do not see,”  

Hebrews 11:1 NIrV 

Tim Fair 
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December Statistics 
 December Offering Received 

 $89,284 

 Average Offering Per Week 

 $17,857 

 Percent of Monthly Budget 

 113% 

Year to Date 
 Budgeted Offering Needed 

 $820,500 

 Actual Offering Received 

 $824,861 

 Budgeted Weekly Offering Needed 

 $15,779 

 Actual Weekly Offering Received 

 $15,863 

 Offering surplus to budget 

 $4,361 

 Percent of Budget 

 101% 

 

2013 Faith Promise  
Funds sent to C.M.F. for support 

of the Kineman Family 
 

 December 

Individuals/Classes  $4,582 

Missions     1,100 

Total   $5,682 

 

 YTD 

Individuals/Classes  $31,431 

Missions     13,200 

Total   $44,631 

 

If you are interested in giving and would 

like envelopes, please contact the church 

office at 643.5713. We can also set up 

automatic withdrawal and bill pay. 

The church is composed of all different parts and pieces.  


