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Would you like an opportunity to dig a little 
deeper in God’s Word?  On Friday evening, 
February 10th, from 6:30 - 9:00 P.M., we will be 
having our first Digging Deeper study.  This 
particular study will coincide with our reading 
through the New Testament.  Our objective 
will be to provide an overview of the New Tes-
tament and how it fits together.  The study will 
be held in the Fireside Room.  Please sign up 
at the Ministry Center if you plan to attend.  

OUR NEXT BLOOD DRIVE will be here at Bethany on 
Monday, February 6 from 3:30 - 6:30 P.M. in the 
Friendship Room.  Schedule your donation at 
www.donorpoint.org.  For more information, call the 
church at 643.5713. 

 Its not too late to get on track with your reading sched-
ule. Over the first three months of the new year, the con-
gregation will be challenged to read through the New 
Testament and memorize one Bible verse each month. 
Weekly sermons will coincide with the assigned readings 
for each week.  The Word of God is alive and powerful!   
You will find that many blessings and rewards will come 
from your willingness to spend time alone with God.  
Reading schedules are available at the Ministry Center 
and online at  http://bethanyweb.net/resources/reading-
schedule/ 
 

February Memory Verse: “Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us 
purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting 

holiness out of reverence for God.”  

http://www.donorpoint.org
http://bethanyweb.net/resources/reading-schedule/
http://bethanyweb.net/resources/reading-schedule/
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 am not sure exactly what to say.  Something 
needs to be said.  We cannot let this pass 
without some comment being made, but at 
the same time, Jesus said, “So you also, when 

you have done everything you were told to do, should 
say, 'We are unworthy servants; we have only done 
our duty.' " (Luke 17:10)  Or in Matthew 6:2-4, Jesus 
said, “So when you give to the needy, do not an-
nounce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. 
I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in 
full. But when you give to the needy, do not let your 
left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that 
your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who 
sees what is done in secret, will reward 
you.” (Matthew 6:2-4) So we do not want to go 
there. We do not want to “blow our own horn.”  

However, along with those words, Paul praises 
the faithful giving of the Macedonian Christians, 
“Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy 
and their extreme poverty welled up in 
rich generosity. For I testify that they 
gave as much as they were able, and 
even beyond their ability. Entirely on 
their own, they urgently pleaded with 
us for the privilege of sharing in this 
service to the saints.” (2 Corinthians 
8:2-4)  So we do not want to “toot our 
own horn,” but, at the same time, we 
want to acknowledge the faithfulness 
of this church. 

In an economy that has not been altogether 
positive, during a time when many in our commu-
nity and many within our church have struggled fi-
nancially and employment has been difficult, the 
faithfulness in  giving has continued and even in-
creased. It is obvious that many of you have em-
braced the Biblical truths in regard to giving.  Giving 
is an act of worship.  Giving is an act of faith.  Giving 
is an act of defiance against the temptations of pros-
perity.  Giving is a way to develop a heart of gener-
osity. Giving is a service. Giving is an act of obedi-
ence. Giving is a direct assault on greed and selfish-
ness. Giving is a ministry.  Giving is a way to keep a 
proper perspective and priorities.  Giving is living 
for the line (eternity) and not the dot (today). Giv-
ing is a spiritual discipline that develops within us a 
heart for God and the heart of God. 

 

Looking over this past year (2011), our giving ex-
ceeded our budget by $45,930.  Our giving exceeded 
last year’s giving by $67,936.  Our giving exceeded 
our spending by $50,839.  The faithfulness of the 
giving allowed us to increase the amount committed 
to our “Benevolence Fund” used to help those within 
our church family who are financially struggling.  
The generosity in giving allowed us to give an addi-
tional gift of $5,000 to Operation Love this summer 
during a time in which they were confronted with 
an increased volume of need in our community.  
The commitment to giving has placed us in a posi-
tion to have the funds available to make needed re-
pairs on a large section of our roof ($51,000/a job 
that will be done as soon as possible).  The grace of 
giving has allowed us to increase our missions sup-
port for this year as we are partnering with Scott 
and Angela Mitchener as they prepare to go to the 
Dominican Republic.  The sacrificial giving allowed 
us to offset the cost of camp for a growing number 

of our children and students this past 
year and to prepare for an even greater 
number of campers this year.  The love 
expressed in giving has made it possible 
for the ministries that take place each 
week and throughout the weeks at Beth-
any to continue on unhindered.  
We know some of the increase of our giv-
ing for this past year was a direct result 
of paying off our building at the end of 
2010; many continued to give those gifts, 

moving them from the building to the weekly giv-
ing. However, the increase in this year’s giving was 
greater than the amount annually committed to the 
Imagine Fund.  So for those who continued to give 
and to those who increased their giving or who 
starting giving, God has honored your faithfulness.  
It is also exciting to note that giving to Faith Prom-
ise and the work of the Kinemans in England saw an 
increase of $800/month over this past year.  We also 
know that there are over 50 children sponsored in 
Haiti and/or South Africa by individuals, families, 
and Sunday School classes. 

So somebody needed to say something. It is not 
for the purpose of patting ourselves on our back or 
saying, “Look at what WE did.”  Giving is a matter of 
grace.  Giving is God at work within us.  So someone 
needed to say something about God’s grace as evi-
denced in the giving of this church body. 

“Giving is  

a matter of grace.  

Giving is  

God at work  

    within us. “ 
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D E C E M B E R  S T A T I S T I C S :  
 

December Offering Received.…..………………………….... $76,220.31 

Average Offering per week………………...……….....…….. $19,055.08 

Percent of Monthly Budget……………..….……………….……....… 127% 

 

 
Y E A R - T O - D A T E :  

 
Budgeted offering needed…………...………………..…….  $780,000.00 

Actual y-t-d offering received………………………………..$825,930.80 

Budgeted weekly average offering needed………........ $15,000.00 

Actual weekly average offering received…...……........ $15,883.28 

Offering surplus to budget (year-to-date)….……………$45,930.80 

Percent of budget (year-to-date)...………………………..…………106% 

 
 
 

2 0 1 1  F A I T H  P R O M I S E  G I V I N G  U P D A T E  
Total funds sent to C.M.F for support of the Kineman Family:

  

   December  YTD 

From Individuals:                   3,207.00   $33,519.00 

From Missions:     1,100.00   13,200.00 

Total:   $4,307.00  $46,719.00 

 
 
 

 

If you are interested in giving and would like envelopes, please 

contact the church office at 643.5713.  We can also set up auto-

matic withdrawal and bill pay. 


