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Place an ornament on the tree “In Memory of” a loved 
one or family member.  Attach a tag with the name of 

the loved one and your name.   

Christmas Eve: Open until noon 
Christmas Day: Closed 
 

New Years Eve: Open until noon 
New Years Day: Closed 

Holiday Office Schedule 



Births 

 Rhys William - 11/14 

Scottie and Amanda Black-

burn are the proud parents 

of a new son. 

New Members 
 No new members 

A 
t times it bothers me 
when trees, gifts, 
lights, reindeer, San-
ta Claus, snowmen, 

elves (not “Elf,” that’s a classic), 
and tinsel get all the attention 
and the birth of Jesus and the 
coming of His Kingdom gets 
pushed to the background. 
However, it seems, at times, Je-
sus prefers the background.  
Though there were stars and 
choirs of angels on the night of 
His birth, it seems Jesus was 
very content to be born in an 
out-of-the-way location with-
out drawing undo attention to 
Himself. 
    In fact, this seems to be how 
Jesus approached the majority 
of His time while walking 
among us. As Jesus healed the 
sick, cast out demons, gave 
sight to the blind, and hearing 
to the deaf, He would tell those 
He cared for not to tell anyone 
what had taken place.  Drawing 
a crowd did not seem to be a 
priority for Jesus. As early as 
Mark 1:45, as people were 
crowding around Him, the Bi-
ble says, “Jesus could no longer 
enter a town openly but stayed 
outside in lonely places. Yet the 
people still came to him from 
everywhere.” (1:45b)  Jesus was 
not avoiding people, but Jesus 
seemed to like to work quietly 

behind the scenes.  
     Possibly, instead of being 
frustrated by how the emphasis 
of Christmas is turned away 
from Jesus, I should embrace it.   
Maybe the best work is done 
behind the scenes with our 
families, our friends, the people 
around us, or those we “bump 
into” every day.  Let’s see, Jesus 
noticed people, Jesus cared for 
people, Jesus talked with people 
others did not notice, Jesus 
kneeled down to talk with chil-
dren, Jesus went into homes 
where death was present, Jesus 
spoke words of hope, and Jesus 
talked about His Father.  Maybe 
this is how we should celebrate 
Christmas.  In the midst of all 
that takes place, we should qui-
etly walk through life treating 
people like Jesus treated people 
and speaking His name in quiet 
ways. 
     On one occasion, Jesus 
healed a man who was lying by 
the pool of Bethseda (John 5:1-
15) who had no idea who Jesus 
was.  It was not until later when 
Jesus found the man at the 
Temple, a place he would not 
have been able to go when sick, 
that the man knew who had 
healed him.  I have to believe 
this happened more than once.  
I have to believe there were 
times Jesus healed, helped, and 

spoke and they had no idea 
who He was at the time. 
     As Isaiah the prophet speaks 
of the coming of Jesus and as 
Matthew applies these words to 
Jesus, we are told, “a bruised 
reed He will not break, and a 
smoldering wick He will not 
snuff out, til He leads justice to 
victory. In His name the na-
tions will put their 
hope” (Matthew 12:20-21).  So, 
as He leads justice to victory 
and brings hope to the nations, 
He does it in such a way that as 
He walks by a smoldering wick, 
it will still burn and a bruised 
reed will not be broken. Behind 
the scenes.  Non-assuming. He 
is Lord. 
     So, when I feel the frustra-
tion coming as the Christmas 
hype seems to push Jesus to the 
background, I think I will just 
smile, look around, and quietly 
care for someone in the name 
of Jesus. 
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Care Ministry Birthdays 

 Bob Dalton - 12/31  
Please remember Bob on his 

birthday with cards and visits. 

     1216 N Scatterfield Road 

 Anderson, IN 46012 

 

That Was Quick          Bob Bell 

Deaths 

 Marilyn Dashler 10/13 

 Fred Honnold 

 Roy Volle 11/2 

 Charlotte Hungate 11/10 
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December Virtue 
Joy: finding a way to be happy 

even when things don’t go your 

way. 

 

& Memory Verse 
“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will 

say it again: Rejoice!”  

Philippians 4:4 NIV 

5th and 6th Grade 
classroom packing 
shoeboxes for Operation 
Christmas Child. 

L.I.F.E.Line family service was 
November 3rd at 10:30. Please join 
us for our next L.I.F.E.Line on 
December 1 
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As we move from Thanksgiv-
ing day into the Christmas sea-
son, let us be mindful of what 
this special time of year means. 
Just as Thanksgiving is a time for 
giving our thanks to God for all 
His provision and care, Christ-
mas is the season for giving to 
others.  God has greatly blessed 
us, so let us spread that blessing 
to others as we journey through 
the weeks ahead that lead to 
Christmas day. God gave us the 
greatest gift of all in Jesus, who 
was born in Bethlehem and grew 
up to be the Savior of all people. 
What gifts can we give to oth-
ers?  Many groups in our church 
are looking for a family to adopt 
for Christmas.  They want to 
share the blessings of God with 
others.   Maybe you know a fam-
ily that is living on a very tight 
budget right now.  We can help 
if we are aware of the need.  You 
can contact Kent if you know of 
a family or kids who need a little 
extra help for Christmas.  Anoth-
er way we can help is by donat-
ing to the work of Operation 
Love during December.  We are 
asked to bring in instant pota-
toes and gravy for the Christmas 
baskets.  We can also give mone-

tary gifts to help buy meat for 
the baskets.  There are families 
in need that we can help at Op-
eration Love.  A call to them can 
tell you how to get in-
volved.  There are other ways we 
can give this year.  We can give 
some time to help others in our 
community.  We can use our tal-
ents to share with shut-ins and 
those in nursing homes.  God 
has given us opportunities to 
reach out into our city and assist 
others.  Donations to local agen-
cies that give out food will help 
others to feed families.  God 
wants us to be His hands and 
feet in spreading His love.  As we 
share our physical goods, we can 
bless people in the name of Je-
sus.  All it takes is a willing 
heart.  What will you give to 
others this year? Toys, clothes 
and other gifts within our own 
families is good, but what can 
we give beyond our own homes 
to those in true need? God has 
given us abundant blessings.  I 
believe He is pleased when we 
share with others.  God bless 
each one at this special time of 
year.  Carol and I wish you a 
Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year in 2014.  

October Statistics 
 October Offering Received 

 $58,226 

 Average Offering Per Week 

 $14,557 

 Percent of Monthly Budget 

 92% 

Year to Date 
 Budgeted Offering Needed 

 $678,490 

 Actual Offering Received 

 $655,566 

 Budgeted Weekly Offering Needed 

 $15,779 

 Actual Weekly Offering Received 

 $15,246 

 Offering deficit to budget 

 $22,924 

 Percent of Budget 

 97% 

 

2013 Faith Promise  
Funds sent to C.M.F. for support 

of the Kineman Family 
 

 October 

Individuals/Classes  $2,117 

Missions     1,100 

Total   $3,217 

 

 YTD 

Individuals/Classes  $24,140 

Missions     11,000 

Total   $35,140 

 

If you are interested in giving and would 

like envelopes, please contact the church 

office at 643.5713. We can also set up 

automatic withdrawal and bill pay. 

Kent Stookey 


