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Place an ornament on the tree “In Memory of” a 
loved one or family member.  Attach a tag with 

the name of the loved one and your name.  Please 
pick up your ornaments by Sunday, January 6.  

Any questions, see Kent or Carol Stookey. 

Christmas Eve: Open until noon 
Christmas Day: Closed 
 

New Years Eve: Open until noon 
New Years Day: Closed 

Holiday Office Schedule 



T 
here is a trunk, as in a “steamer trunk” 
or a large box, in my office.  I thought I 
should clarify what kind of trunk I was 
talking about due to the title.  Howev-

er, sitting on top of the trunk is an elephant.  The 
elephant is about ten inches tall at the shoulders, 
a foot from tail to tusk and about six inches 
across.  It is the size of a football (with legs).  Of-
ten when people come in my office and sit on the 
couch, they will say, “Oh, do you like elephants?”  
I never know how to answer that question.  Obvi-
ously, there is no short answer, or this particular 
article would already be complete. 

I realize they are asking because of the large 
elephant in the room.  So, my immediate re-
sponse is to say “No,” which actually means “The 
reason there is an elephant on the trunk is not 
because I have a particular interest in elephants.”  
However, I know if I answer “No,” then it appears 
I do not like elephants.  To say I do not like ele-
phants would be inaccurate. I like elephants like I 
like giraffes, zebras or gazelles.  I am in awe of 
the various kinds of animals God created and en-
joy watching them.  I want to answer “No” be-
cause that seems to be the answer to their real 
question of “Why the elephant?”, but 
saying “No” opens up a much larger 
issue. 

If I answer their “Do you like ele-
phants?” question with a “Yes,” then 
it sounds like I have purposely deco-
rated my office with elephants be-
cause I have some unusual or special 
interest in these particular animals.  
As stated before, though that would 
be the answer to the question they 
voiced, it really is not the answer to the question 
they are asking.  If word got around that I liked 
elephants, then I might end up with several of 
them in my office given by well-intentioned, but 
somewhat misinformed, gift-givers. 

So what is the answer to the question?  Do I 
like elephants?  I love elephants.  They are great, 
but I do not love them any more than any other 
animal, and my appreciation for elephants has 
nothing to do with the fact that there is one in 
my office.  This is the most honest and accurate 

answer; however, if I were to give that answer to 
some unsuspecting person who was asking an 
innocent question, they might think I have lost it 
and am a little too sensitive to the whole ele-
phant thing. 

No doubt, by now, you are wondering the 
same or have already cooked up some diabolical 
scheme to fill my office with inflatable elephants.  
Please do not.  So, what is my point?  I am sup-
posed to have a point?  Well, the point is that 
when some very kind people redecorated my 
office several years ago, there was a small carved 
elephant on my desk which had been given to me 
by Jill Shaw while she was serving in Zimbabwe.  
Those who were decorating my office saw the lit-
tle elephant and thought, “Bob must like ele-
phants.”  See how this works?  So, while choosing 
the décor, they included an elephant.  Are you 
still looking for the point? 

People notice more than we think.  People 
notice what is in our homes, in our cars, on our 
bookshelves, on our minds, in our words, and in 
our lives.  People see things.  Their assumption is 
that if we have something in our life, then it must 
be important to us.  Sometimes they are right.  

Often they are right.  However, 
sometimes it is there because some-
one else gave it to us - like an ele-
phant. 
This month is Christmas.  People 
will notice what you say, what you 
do, what you buy and where you fo-
cus your attention.  In fact, all of 
those elements might be a good 
measure of what is important to us.  
Maybe we should take an inventory 

of ourselves and look at ourselves through the 
eyes of other people.  What do people see?  May-
be there is an elephant of some kind in the room 
(in your life) which needs addressed. Maybe 
someone needs to point to some of those areas, 
values or possessions and ask some questions. If 
it takes as long to answer as it does for me to ad-
dress the elephant question, then maybe that is 
an indication we need to replace it with some-
thing else. 

D o  yo u  l i k e  E l e p h a n t s ?        B y  B o b  B e l l  
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“People will notice what 

you say, what you do, 

what you buy and where 

you focus your 

attention.” 
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Many thanks to all who took both time and money to fill and decorate shoeboxes for the Operation 
Christmas Child ministry.  242+ boxes from Bethany are on their way to put smiles on the faces and 

tell the story of Jesus’ love in the hearts of children the world over.  
This number represents 43 boxes packed, labeled and loved over by 
our awesome 5th and 6th graders, 23 from our amazing K-1-2 Harvest 
Land group plus 35 from Circle members and many more from Life 
Groups and wonderful individuals.  Thanks to those classes and indi-
viduals who donated nearly $400 to help with postage for the student-
packed boxes.  Many are planning to begin purchasing items for the 
2013 boxes already!  God’s love certainly shines through hearts, hands 
and shoeboxes at Bethany! 

O p e r at i o n  C h r i s t m a s  C h i l d  U p dat e  

I have started this article many different ways over the last few 
days.  It has proven difficult to write.  I think that is because it 
is not a good-bye letter.  As you know, we are not leaving 
Bethany as our church family.  I am simply going somewhere 
else to serve the kingdom.  And it is a place that many of you 
are familiar with.  Rainbow Christian Camp (Pearson’s Mill be-
fore that!) has played a big role in many of our lives because of 
the impact it has had in us or in our children.  Yet, this has 

been a unique journey for us.  For the first 3 years at Bethany, Wendy and I were members who joined 
with you as we traveled together.  We raised our kids with you and our families grew.  Then for the 
last 11½ years, I have had the wonderful opportunity as a staff member to work alongside many of you 
as we helped Bethany grow stronger in being a church that prioritizes the role of children’s ministry.  
And now, we look to the next chapter God has for us where I will be in a place that can partner with 
Bethany as it continues to point kids to the God who loves them so much. 

So what to say?  How about some thank-you’s?  Thank you first for inviting me and my growing 
family into your hearts and lives.  Thank you to each person I was blessed to serve with as we worked 
to make our environments kid centered, our teachings relevant and Bible-centered, and as we worked 
to encourage and equip parents and guardians to be the significant spiritual influence in their kids’ 
lives.  Thank you for being a church that sees the strengths of a person and focuses on them. And now, 
thank you for making this transition as smooth as it has been.  We are excited to be able to stay here 
and continue with you as we journey together.                       Larry Lipps  

B y  L a r ry  L i p p s  
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O c t o b e r  S t a t i s t i c s :  
 

October Offering Received....…………………..………....... $69,293 

Average Offering per week………………...……….....…….. $17,323 

Percent of Monthly Budget……………..….……………….....…113% 

 

 
Y E A R - T O - D A T E :  

 
Budgeted offering needed…………...………………..…….  $676,736 

Actual y-t-d offering received………………………………..$653,545 

Budgeted weekly average offering needed………........ $15,380 

Actual weekly average offering received…...……........ $14,853 

Offering deficit to budget (year-to-date)….…………..($23,191) 

Percent of budget (year-to-date)...……………………..………..97% 

 
 
 
 

2 0 1 2  F a i t h  P r o m i s e  G i v i n g  U p d a t e  
Total funds sent to C.M.F for support of the Kineman Family:

  

   October    YTD 

From Individuals:                 $1,932.00   $25,877.00 

From Missions:     1,100.00     11,000.00 

Total:   $3,032.00   $36,877.00 

 
 
 
 

 

If you are interested in giving and would like envelopes, please 

contact the church office at 643.5713.  We can also set up auto-

matic withdrawal and bill pay. 

Care Ministry achieves record number of visits 
in 2012. At a recent meeting of Bethany's Care 
Ministry Team, leader Marcia McKowen an-
nounced that a grand total of 1058 documented 
visits were made during the previous 12 
months!  This was accomplished by much time 
and dedication to our homebound by 21 fabulous 
team members.   

The team's mission is to visit folks who are un-
able to attend worship services due to health rea-
sons.  The team also provides communion for the 
homebound if he/she desires it.  Care Ministry 
celebrated 15 years of existence at the same time 
as the record number of visits was an-
nounced.  Team members were treated to a 
home cooked dinner followed by a tribute video 
recorded by the people that they ministered 
to.  They were then given this personal tribute in 
DVD format for them to keep, as a "Thank You" 
for their service.   

The dedicated team members making these 
1058 visits are: Arlene Ashby, Marla Austin, Den-
ny & Sharon Beltz, Jean Brumfield, Phil Hallen-
beck, Marvella Hiles, Nancy Johnson, Dale & 
Mary Martin, Billy & Marcia McKowen, Richard 
& Saralee Riggs, Carol Rivest, Nancy Rushton, 
Ernie & Kay Stevens, Fred & Rose Ullom, and 
Bennie Wilhoite. BETHANY CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH SAYS " WE APPRECIATE YOU". 

C a r e  M i n i s t ry  N e w s  


