
 
1920 N. Rangeline Road 

Anderson, IN 46012 
Phone: 765.643.5713 

www.bethanyweb.net 
 

Sunday Morning: 
9:00 a.m. 
Worship  

Sunday School 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Worship 

(Interpreted for the 
hearing impaired) 

Sunday School 
Kids’ Church 

       (It Rocks) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff: 
Bob Bell, 

Senior Minister 
 

Gabriel Ohmes, 
Worship Minister 

 
Kent Stookey, 

Pastoral Care and 
Involvement 

 
Larry Lipps, 

Families and Children 
 

Tim Fair, 
Student Ministries 

August 2012 
A Publication of 

Bethany Christian Church           

Promotion Sunday is Sunday, August 26th.  Children will report to 
their new classes on that Sunday morning.  LifeGroup leaders will be 
in place starting that morning. If you have any questions, please talk 
to your child's current teacher or call the church office and talk to 
Larry Lipps.  

Come join us for our annual All-Church picnic on Sunday, 
August 26th at Beulah Park in Alexandria.  We start at 4:30 
and we eat at 5:00.  There is plenty of stuff to do for the 
whole family at the park.  Church supplies chicken, drinks, 
and tableware.  We ask each family to bring a basket full of 
sides or desserts or both!  This is always a great time for 
everyone.  Looking forward to seeing you on the 26th.  

Yancy Praise Party:  Thursday, August 16 at 7:00 p.m. 
(doors open at 6:15 p.m.).  Singer-songwriter, Yancy 
brings her unique brand of praise and worship music to 
Madison Park in a special event the entire family will 

love! The event is FREE. We will meet @ Bethany and leave @ 5:45.  The entire 
family is invited.  Please sign up at the Ministry Center.   

Wednesday, August 8 
MARION SPLASH HOUSE 

Leave @ 10:00 Return @ 4:00 
Cost is $ 5.00 adults/$ 4.00 kids 

 

* Please sign up at the Ministry Center * 

Our  VBX was a great success.  With over 165 different kids through the 5 
evenings, 70 plus volunteers each night, and over $1500.00 raised for inner city 
kids to go to church camp, it was a wonderful 5 days for all who 
participated.  Lots of thank yous go to all the folks who volunteered of their time 
and efforts to work with the kids or behind the scenes to make this another 
fantastic VBX.  If you had anything to do with it, and you know who you are, you 
were a blessing to the kids and the adult volunteers as well.  Thank you! Please 
enjoy the following photos from VBX on the inside of this bugle. 



I 
was a bit surprised on July 1st when Dave 
Rowlen stepped to the platform after 
announcements and asked me to join him.  
When he read the card acknowledging our 

25 years at Bethany and presented a gift certificate 
to Cindy and me for dinner at St. Elmo’s, I was even 
more surprised.  On one hand, twenty-five years 
seems like a long time. On the other hand, it seems 
like only a couple years ago that we joined the 
Bethany family. 

A lot has happened in twenty-five years.  My hair 
was a good bit thicker and a good bit darker twenty-
five years ago.  Brian was six years old and Traci was 
three years old twenty-five years ago.  Ronald 
Reagan was president and no one knew who shot 
J.R. twenty-five years ago. 

While on the recent mission trip to Atlanta, I 
was talking to one of the interns working with the 
Church on the Street Ministry.  As we were walking 
into the city, she asked about Bethany and how long 
we had been there. When I said “twenty-five years,” 
she said, “Wow! What’s that like to be at one place 
for that long?”  We talked about several things, but 
my first response was to point to one of the Bethany 
students walking as part of the group several feet in 
front of us and say, “Well, I married her parents. 
There is something good about  having an 
opportunity to see God at work in multiple 
generations: to have been present when her parents 
got married, to be present when she was born, to 
watch their family live out their faith in some pretty 
amazing ways.  I don’t know how it is for the church, 
I believe there is value in ministers being at one 
place for a long time, but, for Cindy and me, it has 
been a good thing.” 

As we talked, I found myself describing so many 
people, past and present, whom we have had the 
absolute privilege of working with side-by-side.  I 
talked about Lanis and Kathryn and how, after 
twenty-nine years of ministry at Bethany (I had 
worked with Lanis for four years), Lanis did 

everything possible to make the transition work.  I 
will always be grateful to Lanis for all he did up front 
and behind the scenes to help in the process.  I 
spoke of individuals and families who have been, 
and continue to be, the heart of what God is doing 
at Bethany.  She asked about others who were part 
of the group that day.  We talked about each one; 
who they are, their families and their connection to 
the church. 

She may not have been expecting the length of 
my answers or the conversation we had that 
stemmed from a seemingly simple question, but she 
continued to ask questions, so I continued to talk.  
We spent quite a while talking about how Bethany 
has ministered to me and my family, both now and 
over the years.  I told her about a church that 
extends an amazing amount of grace and lives the 
love they talk about.  I spoke of how rare it is to find 
a church that will allow their staff to be people, to be 
part of the family; a church that will be present with 
their staff as they each go through all the interesting 
features of their own lives. There are, no doubt, 
some “do-overs” I would like to have from the past 
twenty-five years, but those too are demonstrations 
of the kindness and grace of God’s people. 

Thank you for allowing us to serve as part of 
Bethany for these past twenty-five years. No one 
knows what the future holds, but I am grateful that 
today I am still allowed the privilege of serving right 
here.  My love and appreciation for all of you 
continues to grow.  My love and appreciation for the 
staff deepens almost daily.  I would like to say that 
there will never be another time that I will wish for a 
“do-over,” but I am sure that is not the case.  We 
continue to thank you for your friendship, your love, 
your grace, your acceptance, and your willingness to 
allow us to be part of this journey. 

Who would have thought, when I joined the staff 
of Bethany at the tender age of thirteen,  that we 
would still be here twenty-five years later. 
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My sons are pretty good eaters.  Each of them had their favorites as they transitioned to “real” food.  
Our oldest, Zach, loved carrots. Tim, our youngest, loved “hammies” (small ham cubes). Jeff – in the 
middle – loved bread.  Rachel and I found that if we couldn’t get Jeff to eat the food on his plate, a 
piece of bread would “prime the pump” and help him realize how hungry he was, and how good the 
rest of the meal was.  As you walk into church, perhaps you feel the way Jeff used to: unsure, 
distracted, or even completely disinterested.  If so, I believe I have some tips for overcoming those 
obstacles and to “prime the pump” so you can fully engage in worship. 

Make sure you’ve opened your ears to God’s voice throughout the week. God’s mercies are new 
every morning (Lamentations 3:22-24). Take time each day to listen for His voice by spending 
time in His Word.  God will grant wisdom to those who hear His voice. 

Make sure you’ve lifted your voice to God’s ear throughout the week. God is worthy of our praise 
each and every day (Psalm 96).  As situations arise, don’t be afraid to thank Him for blessings, 
to cry out in suffering or trials, to ask for mercy and strength in weakness. Sunday becomes 
less of an event, and more of an ongoing conversation. 

(Continued on last page) 
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J u n e  S t a t i s t i c s :  
 

June Offering Received....…………………..………...…….... $57,904 

Average Offering per week………………...……….....…….. $14,476 

Percent of Monthly Budget……………..….……………….…....…94% 

 

 
Y E A R - T O - D A T E :  

 
Budgeted offering needed…………...………………..…….  $399,888 

Actual y-t-d offering received………………………………..$405,084 

Budgeted weekly average offering needed………........ $15,380 

Actual weekly average offering received…...……........ $15,580 

Offering surplus to budget (year-to-date)….…………..…$5,196 

Percent of budget (year-to-date)...……………………..………101% 

 
 
 

2 0 1 2  F a i t h  P r o m i s e  G i v i n g  U p d a t e  
Total funds sent to C.M.F for support of the Kineman Family:

  

   June    YTD 

From Individuals:                 $2,847.00   $16,147.00 

From Missions:     1,100.00       6,600.00 

Total:   $3,947.00   $22,747.00 

 
 
 

 

If you are interested in giving and would like envelopes, please 

contact the church office at 643.5713.  We can also set up auto-

matic withdrawal and bill pay. 

Make sure you’ve been honest before Him, or 
repent and ask for forgiveness throughout 
the week. God is always attentive to a 
repentant heart (Psalm 51). While I love 
to be a part of lives changed on Sunday 
morning, it doesn’t require a special song 
or dimmed lights to make a decision to 
follow Christ more completely.  Walking 
in on Sunday with an upright spirit will 
only enhance your worship experience.  

Make sure you’ve been serving Him 
throughout the week. We’ve heard it 
before, “God loves a cheerful giver” (2 
Corinthians 9:6-15).  Paul’s message in 
this passage is less about giving on 
Sundays, and more about seeing and 
helping people in need “at all times 
(9:8).”  Our community has enough “1-
day-a-week Christians.” Showing them 
something different will change us all! 

This is NOT an exhaustive list.  Maybe God will 
impress other ways to “prime the pump.” If He 
does, drop me a note and let me know how you 
get ready for Sunday worship.  I have a good 
feeling that even if these suggestions do little to 
help on Sundays, they will open the door for 
great things throughout the week. 
  Praising Him (Psalm 34), 
   Gabe Ohmes 


