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Come join us for our annual All-Church picnic on Sunday, 
August 28th at Beulah Park in Alexandria.  We start at 4:30 
and we eat at 5:00.  There is plenty of stuff to do for the 
whole family at the park.  Church supplies chicken, drinks, 
and tableware.  We ask each family to bring a basket full of 
sides or desserts or both!  This is always a great time for 
everyone.  Looking forward to seeing you on the 28th.  

Help support the teachers & Staff right here in our 

neighborhood!  We are collecting wrapped candy, 

bottled water, school uniforms, and other school sup-

plies to be distributed to the teachers & staff of High-

land Jr. High School.  Donations can be dropped off at 

the Ministry Center thru August 14. 

If you are a leader of one of our adult 
LifeGroups, you are invited to a luncheon 
especially for you on Sunday, August 21st 
immediately after our 10:30 service.  This 

luncheon is so we can spend some time together and talk about our groups and 
our plans for the 2011-2012 season.  Please be watching for a letter giving you all 
the details of this event.  

Promotion Sunday is Sunday, August 28th.  Children will report to 
their new places on that Sunday morning.  If you have any questions, 
please talk to your child's current teacher or call the church office 
and talk to Larry Lipps.  

 

Preview Video:  Aug. 23rd, 6:30 pm in the 
Fireside Room. Come and preview what you 
can do to get on the road to Financial Peace 
for yourself and join the Great Recovery! 

Sessions:  Begin Sept. 13th, 6:30 pm (13 weeks). Learn God’s way for handling 
your money, finances, reducing debt and learning strategies to be better 
stewards of what God has given you. 
Sign up for the preview nights in the Atrium, church office, or call Doug Baim at 
765 759-5000. Childcare is provided for preview and sessions. 
  



I 
 would encourage you to stop and 
complete that statement.  Can you tell 
why you follow Jesus?  I remember 
going to a marriage seminar many years 

ago and one of the assignments was for each of us 
to write down thirty things we love about our 
spouse.  There was value in putting those in 
print.  It was good to give voice to those 
characteristics that both drew us together and 
often help hold us together. Some people said, 
“Why do I need to do that?”  Though their spouses 
smiled or even chuckled as their husband/wife 
made that comment, I could tell by the 
expressions on their faces that they were 
disappointed. I think they were looking forward 
to having their spouse remember.  I think they 
were looking forward to maybe even seeing what 
was written. 

It makes me think it would be wise to do the 
same with why we follow Jesus.  It is easy for us 
to brush that off to the side with an attitude of 
“you know why,” when really it’s just a matter of 
being lazy or a fear that maybe we have forgotten 
why we follow Jesus.  If we can not voice why we 
follow Jesus, it is not so much an indictment 
against Jesus, but it would be an indictment on 
the present shallowness of our faith or the lack of 
attention we have given to our most important 
relationship.  If we can not say it, then we must 
not be giving it much thought. 

So, give it some thought.  Write it down.  
Why do you follow Jesus?  And do not give just 
your basic Sunday School answer.  You know, do 
not just say, “Because Jesus died for my sins.  
Because He is God’s Son.  Because He is God.”  Not 
that any of those are wrong or that they can not 
be on your list.  But what is it that really causes 
you to continue to follow Jesus?  Can you list 
thirty reasons? 

One of my favorite answers came from a man 
who included on his list: “I follow Jesus because 
He is so good at judo.”  He went on to explain 
that the formal definition of judo is “gentle skill.” 
He said, “One aspect of that gentle skill is the way 
in which an opponent’s weight, speed and 
aggression can actually be used against him by an 
expert practitioner. And that is exactly what Jesus 

was so good at. His gentle skill enabled him to use 
the weight of other people’s prejudices, or anger, 
or need, or attitudes, or desires, to propel them, 
often to their surprise and bewilderment, into 
places where he wanted them to be but they had 
never expected to find themselves.”  He cited 
examples such as those who accused the woman 
caught in adultery and those who questioned him 
about paying taxes to Caesar.  (That will preach! 
In fact, I am sure someday you will no doubt hear 
it in a sermon.) 

Our list may not be quite that creative, but 
what is it?  Why do you follow Jesus?  What are 
the qualities and characteristics of Jesus that 
cause you to keep following?  What has Jesus 
done or what is Jesus doing that compels you to 
hold on?  Can you give specific illustrations from 
the past or present that take those reasons and 
bring them to life? 

For several years now, the reason that stands 
at the top of my list is that He does not let me 
rest.  Not that Jesus does not let me catch my 
breath, have a day off, go on vacation, or relax.  
No, Jesus is much more into us slowing down 
than we will ever be.  If you question that, go 
back and really study the concept of the Sabbath.  
No, when I say Jesus does not let me rest, what I 
mean is that He does not let me forget the things 
that are important.  He does not let me get 
sidetracked (for very long) or lose focus (for very 
long).  He is constantly reminding me of the 
areas of life and growth that He placed in my 
heart and that I now long for, which I would 
probably have forgotten about long ago.  He 
keeps pushing.  He keeps providing 
opportunities. He keeps encouraging me.  He 
keeps coming up with new and creative ways to 
move forward. 

Can you come up with a list of thirty?  Can 
you identify the very real and tangible reasons 
you continue to follow Him?  I think when 
people become curious about Jesus, what they 
really want to know is our reasons for following 
Him.  Which means this exercise might not only 
be good for us and an expression of worship, but 
it might also prove beneficial as we share our 
faith with others. 
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J U N E  S T A T I S T I C S :  

 

June Offering Received.…..…………………..………………..  $67,000.09 

Average Offering per week………………...……….....…….. $16,750.02 

Percent of Monthly Budget……………..….……………….……....… 112% 

 

 
Y E A R - T O - D A T E :  

 
Budgeted offering needed…………...………………..…….  $390,000.00 

Actual y-t-d offering received………………………………..$422,398.98 

Budgeted weekly average offering needed………........ $15,000.00 

Actual weekly average offering received…...…….........$16,246.11 

Offering surplus to budget (year-to-date)….……………$32,398.98 

Percent of budget (year-to-date)...………………………..…………108% 

 
 
 

2 0 1 1  F A I T H  P R O M I S E  G I V I N G  U P D A T E  
Total funds sent to C.M.F for support of the Kineman Family:

  

   June    YTD 

From Individuals:                 $2,347.00  $15,527.00 

From Missions:     1,100.00      6,600.00 

Total:   $3,447.00  $22,127.00 

 
 
 

 

If you are interested in giving and would like envelopes, please 

contact the church office at 643.5713.  We can also set up auto-

matic withdrawal and bill pay. 

L.I.F.E.Line ministry changes coming! Each of our 
ministries is constantly reviewed to make sure it is 
relevant and meeting the needs of the people it is 
targeted to.  Our families together event is no 
exception.  This is one of the more unique programs 
we do here at Bethany.  The concept of families being 
together for a time of fun, learning, and growing is 
something we feel very passionate about.  Therefore, 
we want it to be as influential as possible. We are in 
the planning stages of some possible big changes 
with our L.I.F.E.Line ministry.  Please be watching for 
further details and be praying for this ministry! 

Call 643-5713 for 
more information 


