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Thursday April 5th 1:00 and 6:00 pm—Model Seder Meal 
Passover, the traditional Jewish feast that Jesus celebrated every year, 

comes to life as a Jews for Jesus missionary will demonstrate the Seder (the 
commemorative Passover meal) for the Bethany Christian Church community, 
Maundy Thursday, April 5th at 1 and 6:00pm. 

Learn the Hebrew names and meanings of each element of this biblical 
festival. Discover the amazing connection between Passover and Christian 

Communion. This 
event will not be a 
full meal, but a 
Model or Tasting 
Seder where 
families and 
individuals will be 
able to touch, taste, 
smell and hear the 
Passover story in a 
new and deeply 
meaningful way.   
Each Model Seder 
Meal will take 
approximately 75 
minutes to 
experience. This is 

a family event, but due to its length, childcare will be available (at parents’ 
discretion) for preschool-and-younger-aged children.  So we can better plan 
for supplies and seating, please sign up at the Ministry Center in the Atrium. 

Sunday, April 8th—Easter Services Schedule 
Easter Breakfast—7:45 a.m. 
 Please sign up at the Ministry Center or online at www.bethanyweb.net 
Easter Services and Sunday School  
 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
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E 
ugene Peterson tells the story of when 
he and his wife, Jan, visited a Benedic-
tine monastery, Christ in the Desert, in 
New Mexico. As they were walking with 

one of the “brothers” along a path that led from 
the chapel where they prayed to the refectory 
where they ate, they went through the cemetery.  
They passed an open grave. Jan said, “Oh, did 
one of the brothers die?”  He replied, “No, that is 
for the next one.” Three times a day on their way 
from praying together to 
eating together, the 
monks were reminded 
that one of them will be 
the “next one.”  

We live in an age 
where we try to avoid 
being the “next one.” 
Though we no longer 
send out explorers to 
search for the fountain of 
youth, many people 
bathe in Oil of Olay, try to color away the gray (I 
prefer to stick with the Proverbs 16:31 approach 
to gray hair) and pay close attention to Dr. Oz to 
discover the next item you cannot live without 
(literally). However, Solomon, the wisest man to 
ever live, apart from Jesus Himself, gives us this 
counsel in Ecclesiastes 7:2, “It is better to go to a 
house of mourning than to go to a house of feast-
ing, for death is the destiny of every man; the liv-
ing should take this to heart.”  Maybe the broth-
ers from Christ in the Desert monastery were on 
to something!  

      To us, the open grave along the daily path 
or the words of Solomon in Ecclesiastes might 

seem a little morbid if not for the events of East-
er. Once a year, as we walk the path from Janu-
ary to December, we pass by the empty tomb of 
Jesus on Easter Sunday.  Once a year, we are re-
minded in grand fashion what the “Lord’s Day” 
actually proclaims every week.  There is an emp-
ty tomb, but this empty tomb does not speak 
about the end, but about a beginning.  This emp-
ty tomb promises resurrection. 1 Cor. 15:20 
 “And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from 

the dead is living in you, he 
who raised Christ from the 
dead will also give life to your 
mortal bodies through his 
Spirit, who lives in you.”   Ro-
mans 8:11 
 “By his power God raised 
the Lord from the dead, and 
he will raise us also.”   1 Co-
rinthians 6:14 
 “But Christ has indeed 
been raised from the dead, the 

firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.”   1 
Corinthians 15:20 

 “Because we know that the one who raised the 
Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with 
Jesus and present us with you in his presence.”   
2 Corinthians 4:14 
So, as we walk through this month, a journey 

of praying together, eating together, and living 
life together every day, we will pass by the empty 
tomb.  Someone may ask, “Oh, did someone 
die?” And our response will be, “Oh, no, Some-
one lives!”  The empty tomb of Jesus reminds us 
that we may be the “next one,” not to die, but to 
live! 

Operation Love is hosting a Dan's Fish Fry on Friday, April 20 from 4:30 to 

7:30 pm.  We are  having it at Wesley United Methodist Church on West 

8th Street.  There is a sign-up sheet at the Ministry Center for those who 

would donate desserts.  Bethany is a major sponsor of this ministry, and we 

have 3 on the board of directors.  Questions can be directed to Kent Stook-

ey, Vince Smith or Richard Withers.  Please help us to support this ministry 

that cares for our hungry and homeless folks of Anderson. 

http://www.bethanyweb.net
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I love spring!  Winter releases its grip and life seems to burst forth from every corner of the 
yard. Birds sing, flowers bloom, trees bud, and soon the next generation of wildlife will emerge 
from their dens to experience life in the great big world!   

Recently, I became an uncle (again) and celebrated with my family the birth of a healthy baby 
girl. And while we were physically miles apart, it was a time of joy and happiness as we rejoice at 
new life, and a new family member to love. 

Bethany Christian Church will be reading – and our worship will spring from – Psalms and 
Proverbs over the next couple of months.  One of my favorite Psalms is Psalm 33. We are 
encouraged to worship God with joy and music – even new music (just the beginnings of why this 
Psalm holds favor in my eyes).  And then, as though we need a reminder, the psalmist provides 
examples of why we should praise God:  

His faithfulness (v. 4),  
His love (v. 5),  
His creativity and power (vs. 6-9),  
His strength (vs. 10-12) 
His wisdom (vs. 13-15) 
His protection (vs. 16-19) 
The psalm then ends with an acknowledgement of our utter dependence on and complete hope 

in God. 
As we read and worship through the Psalms over the next couple of months, I encourage you to 

look for ways to express thanks and praise in new ways.  When reading through, look for the 
aspects of God that the psalmist(s) pinpoint, and then pray or praise God for those specific aspects 
in your life.   

As an example, after re-reading Psalm 33, I thanked God for seeing my sister through this 
pregnancy, for His creation of this new life and for His protection of my niece and sister through 
the delivery process.  I was also reminded of His creativity as the seasons change and His wisdom 
and strength in setting up the seasonal progression of rest, rebirth, growth and harvest. And, of 
course, for His love at all times. 

The Psalms, the songs of ancient Israel, can inspire and point us to new hymns and prayers of 
praise, if we only take the time to listen.  I look forward to these ancient songs stirring new 
melodies of praise to our God as we read them together. 

        Praising Him (Psalm 33),  
      Gabe 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for right-
eousness for they will be filled.”  

Matthew 5:6 
Summer camp is right around the corner! Let’s make this 
year the best year ever at Rainbow Camp. Brochures are 
available at the Ministry Center and the Children’s Infor-
mation Center. Please call Larry Lipps or the office for 
more information.. If you register online before April 30 
you will receive a free t-shirt! Remember Bethany will pay 
50% of the camp fee for members and regular attendees. 

 N e w !           B y  G a b e  O h m e s  
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F e b r u a r y  S t a t i s t i c s :  
 

February Offering Received.…..……………….…………….. $63,440.20 

Average Offering per week………………...……….....…….. $15,860.05 

Percent of Monthly Budget……………..….……………….……....… 103% 

 

 
Y E A R - T O - D A T E :  

 
Budgeted offering needed…………...………………..…….  $138,423.42 

Actual y-t-d offering received………………………………..$129,968.31 

Budgeted weekly average offering needed………........ $15,380.38 

Actual weekly average offering received…...……........ $14,440.92 

Offering deficit to budget (year-to-date)….……….……($8,455.11) 

Percent of budget (year-to-date)...………………………..……..…93.9% 

 
 
 

2 0 1 1  F a i t h  P r o m i s e  G i v i n g  U p d a t e  
Total funds sent to C.M.F for support of the Kineman Family:

  

   February   YTD 

From Individuals:                 $2,992.00   $6,149.00 

From Missions:     1,100.00     2,200.00 

Total:   $4092.00   $8,349.00 

 
 
 

 

If you are interested in giving and would like envelopes, please 

contact the church office at 643.5713.  We can also set up auto-

matic withdrawal and bill pay. 

Saturday, April 14, 2012 will be the THIRD 
annual Jeff Clevenger 5K run/walk to benefit 
Multiple Sclerosis. The event will again be held 
on the Ball State University campus, starting at 
the alumni center on Bethel, at 8:30 am with 
registration beforehand from 6:30 am – 
8:15.  Cost is $20 if preregistered or $25 the day 
of the race.  You can sign up on line at https://
www.signmeup.com/81941.  Come join us as we 
honor Jeff and help raise money for a worthy 
cause. 

During April and May, we will continue reading 
through the Bible as we explore Psalms and 
Proverbs together.  We can all identify with the 
Psalmists as they cry out in their moments of 
pain and frustration or as they sing heartfelt 
praises to a majestic, powerful and faithful God.  
In Proverbs, we can also benefit from the 
wisdom of writers like Solomon as they provide 
numerous guidelines  for handling the 
challenges in everyday life.  
 
(Reading schedules are available at the Ministry 
Center and online at www.bethanyweb.net.) 

https://webmail.bsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=35e84cb6feae476f86d7911743d5e5d3&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.signmeup.com%2f81941
https://webmail.bsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=35e84cb6feae476f86d7911743d5e5d3&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.signmeup.com%2f81941

