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April Events: 

Church Photo Directory: If you haven’t had a chance to sign up for your 
church photo directory, please click here! You can  sign up for a time slot that 
works for you. Church photos will be taken by LifeTouch Photography here 
at the church April 7-23. 

Jeff Clevenger 5K: One year ago the BSU Exercise Science Club put together the first     
annual Jeff Clevenger 5K run/walk to raise money for the Multiple Sclerosis Society in 
memory of Jeff Clevenger (the then club president's father).  We're 
pleased to announce the SECOND annual Jeff Clevenger 5K run/walk will be 
held on Saturday April 16 at 8:30 am. on the Ball State University campus. 
Race day registration takes place from 6:30 am - 8:15 am at the Alumni Center 
on the NE corner of Tillotson and Bethel.  Waivers and release forms will be 
signed at registration and you will receive race packets and T-shirts. 
Cost is $15 if pre registered or college student or $20 the day of the race 
($15 for college students). Register or make a donation at: 
https://www.signmeup.com/site/online-event-registration/73551  

Bridges Training: Helping Christians Connect with Muslims. The Ball State Campus 
House is hosting a one-day workshop on Islam and reaching out to Muslims. The work-
shop will be Saturday April 16th, from 11 am - 4 pm. Cost is $20 for the training, workbook, 
lunch and snacks. The Bethany Missions Team will be taking a van. If you’re interested 
please sign up at the Ministry Center in the Atrium. 

Easter Worship  

April 21 – Thursday Evening Meditative Communion Service. Thursday 
Evening we will provide a time for you and/or your family to focus your 
attention on the events leading up to the death and resurrection of Jesus.  
Scriptures and prayer will lead you to a time of meditation.  Communion 
will be served continually throughout the evening. Please join us in the 
Worship Center any time between 6:30 and 8 pm. Parents are encouraged 
to use this opportunity to share this experience with their children and to 
use it as a time for teaching about the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

April 24 - Sunrise Breakfast: Join us for a family-style breakfast at 7:45 am on Easter morn-
ing. Please sign up by April 17th. Click here to sign-up online, or visit the Ministry Center.  

Services times will not change on Easter Sunday. Join us at 9:00 am or 10:30 am  for our 
celebration of the season. 

http://bethanyweb.net/resources/sign-ups/
https://www.signmeup.com/site/online-event-registration/73551
http://bethanyweb.net/resources/sign-ups/easter-sunrise/
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I 
 have not really pinched myself, though 
I think that is how the old saying goes, 
“I need to pinch myself to see if I am 
dreaming.”  I am thinking that is a fig-

ure of speech.  It would seem that even if you are 
dreaming, you could pinch yourself in the dream 
and not wake up.  Sorry, I got side-tracked. 

Let me put it this way, I consider myself ex-
tremely blessed.  In fact, when I stop to put it all 
together, it leaves me a little bit speechless.  I get 
to serve at a church doing something that I love 
to do.  I get to serve as part of a church that is 
filled with truly amazing people from whom I 
have learned and continue to learn what it means 
to be a follower of Jesus.  I get to work as part of a 
staff that I love and thoroughly enjoy serving 
alongside.  I know ministers in other churches 
who would give almost anything to work to-
gether with a group of elders like those we have 
at Bethany.  It is truly amazing. 

And have you met my wife?  Have you met 
my kids and my grandkids?  Have you met my 
parents, my sisters, my family?  For crying out 
loud, I am a 52-year-old, gray-headed guy who 
gets to drive around in a ‘96 Mustang convertible. 
(It’s just about time to put the top down.)  I have 
had opportunities to visit England, Ukraine, 
Haiti, Israel, and several places here within the 
U.S.  Okay, excuse me while I pinch myself. 

The names and faces of countless people are 
going through my mind as I am writing this; peo-
ple who have been extremely kind, encouraging, 
and who live as examples of faith.  I really do not 
get it.  I am in awe.  I am embarrassed by the 
times I get frustrated or fail to see the blessings 
that are all around me everyday.  God is amazing. 

On top of all that, there is the promise of 
Heaven.  I long for Heaven.  I long for Heaven, 
not because life here is a burden.  I must confess 
that I long for Heaven because I think I have 
tasted it here and it is very good.  Over these past 
couple months, we have watched several people 
who are very dear to us pass from this life to be 
with Christ.  That is both heart-wrenching and 
humbling all at the same time.  Our hearts break 
for one another as we see those we love tempo-

rarily separated from people who are very impor-
tant to them.  But with each one, we are also re-
minded of this absolutely incredible promise of 
Heaven. 

This month we will celebrate Easter.  There 
should be no holiday that we celebrate with more 
joy, energy and enthusiasm than Easter.  Easter is 
the promise of the resurrection and the renewal 
of all things.  Easter marks the day  we can cele-
brate that those who have died in Christ still live, 
and we will live with them.  Easter marks the day 
in which we can look ahead with confidence and 
know that as Jesus walked out of the tomb to live 
and reign, His Kingdom was established and will 
be brought to completion. 

So, I am back to this pinching thing again.  If 
the promise of Heaven were not true, it would 
seem impossible.  If it were not true, it would 
seem beyond reality.  Here we are, a bunch of 
people whom God has already blessed, but He 
promises to bless us again, to bless us more, to 
give us something we do not deserve - a new 
heaven and a new earth, the home of righteous-
ness.  God is going to restore all things (Acts 3:21) 
and renew all things (Matthew 19:28).  All that 
God had planned from the beginning in regard to 
Creation, which Satan tried to destroy, will be 
resurrected, demonstrating God’s greater glory 
and fulfilling His original purpose. 

When that time comes, when Jesus returns 
and restores all things, by His grace we will enter 
His presence.  Those of us who have experienced 
His blessing in amazing ways in this life will en-
ter in, as well as those who, because of a variety 
of circumstances, though blessed, lived very hard 
lives.  When that time comes, those who have 
possibly not experienced the blessings of this life 
in the same way I have will enter first.  I am okay 
with that.  I will patiently wait and treat them 
with honor and respect, for they have demon-
strated a level of faith and trust that was not re-
quired from me, and they did not give up.  I will 
applaud them.  I will want to hear their stories.  I 
will be blessed by simply standing in their pres-
ence. 
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The High School students went to Johnson Bi-
ble College for their spring retreat March 11-13.  

The Father Daughter banquet brought families 
together on Saturday March 5. 

Many of our 5th and 6th graders and chaper-
ons spent a weekend at the Wandering Wheels 
Retreat House in Upland, Indiana. 

http://www.bethanyweb.net
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F E B R U A R Y  S T A T I S T I C S :  
 

February Offering Received.…..…………………..………... $60,421.14 

Average Offering per week………………...……….....……. $15,105.29 

Percent of Monthly Budget……………..….……………….……......101% 

 
 

Y E A R - T O - D A T E :  
 

Budgeted offering needed…………...………………...……. $135,000.00 

Actual y-t-d offering received……..……………...….…... $126,898.21 

Budgeted weekly average offering needed………....... $15,000.00 

Actual weekly average offering per week…...……...... $14,099.80 

Deficit to budget (year-to-date)…………………….....…...($8,101.79) 

Percent of budget (year-to-date)...………………………..…………. 94% 

 
 
 

2 0 1 1  F A I T H  P R O M I S E  G I V I N G  U P D A T E  
Total funds sent to C.M.F for support of the Kineman Family:

  

   February   YTD 

From Individuals:                 $2,347.00  $5,349.00 

From Missions:     1,100.00    2,200.00 

Total:   $3,447.00  $7,549.00 

 
 
 

 

If you are interested in giving and would like envelopes, please 

contact the church office at 643.5713.  We can also set up auto-

matic withdrawal and bill pay. 

Spring has arrived - time to start thinking 
about summer camp! We want to make this year 
our biggest year at Rainbow Camp. Brochures are 
now available at the Ministry Center and the 
Children’s Information Center. Don’t forget, 
Bethany pays 50% of one week of camp for mem-
bers and regular attendees. Please call Larry Lipps 
or Tim Fair for more information about camp, or 
call the church office for the 2011 camp code. 

On February 27, we held a First Step Luncheon 
for our newer attendees.  We had a fine meal 
and Bob shared a little about what Bethany is 
about.  Ministers, elders, staff and contact team 
were present, and new attendees were invited to 
a 6-week class called "Welcome to Beth-
any".  This class tells further about what we 
teach and believe.  


